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Comment 


us lanes have been around in Britain for the 
Be part of 40 years, and have always been 

controversial. But in these days of a heightened 
awareness of the importance of partnerships between 
bus operators and local authorities it is disturbing that 
one of Britain’s biggest cities, Birmingham, is reviewing 
the operation of some of its bus lanes. 

One has been suspended, on a route where the major operator 
has just invested a large sum of money in new articulated buses. At 
the moment it looks unlikely to be reinstated. It's a move which in 
the wider transport world could undermine the trust which is needed 
between operators and local authorities if partnerships are to work. 

There is a genuine problem with the perception of bus lanes, 
particularly in areas where traffic is queuing and relatively few buses 
are seen to’ be using an adjacent bus lane. Motorists often see bus 
lanes as simply reducing road capacity, rather than being a means of 
moving greater numbers of people using limited road space. 

Local politicians will almost always seek to do whatever plays best 
with their constituents. They need to be more aware that it is those 
constituents who benefit from bus lanes through faster journey times 
if they are commuters, or through reduced pollution from cars if they 
are pedestrians. 


accessibility and not surprisingly it was a full house. Despite the 

fact that there remains much scepticism and a little anger about 
making wheelchair access mandatory on coaches, there are definite 
signs of a changing mood. 

In a suitably considered statement of a kind that you would expect 
from a president of CPT, Steve Telling warns that there is nothing 
to be gained in “wishing the subject would simply go away”. He 
commented: “The principle of equal access to all forms of transport 
is now a fact of life.” 

And accessibility is clearly not going to stop at express and 
scheduled services. The Department for Transport is already starting 
work on extending it to tourist and leisure services and some major 
operators have begun to accept that, in the interests of fleet utilisation 
and second-hand values, they may have to embrace wheelchair- 
accessible coaches before they become mandatory. 

Of course, we are still awaiting more solutions from the 
manufacturers. The January deadline is likely to pass with more of a 
whimper than a bang in terms of new wheelchair-accessible coaches 
hitting the streets. 


C= recent coach conference focussed on the timely subject of 


The next issue of Bus and Coach Professional will land on your 
desk on Friday 8 January. May we wish seasons greetings to all our 
readers and advertisers. 


steve. rooney@busandcoach.com 
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Systems for Commercial Vehicles 


RIEFS 


Wrightbus has now delivered 
1,000 of its Gemini double- 
deckers. The 1,000th went to 
Arriva London, which took the 
first three years ago. Ml 


EasyBus now allows passengers 
to take one item of luggage free 
of charge. It had originally 
insisted that they book an extra 
seat for a Suitcase. It has also 
revised some of its fares, with 
the fare payable to the driver 
by passengers who have not 
pre-booked being raised from 
£5 to £8 for journeys between 
Hendon and Milton Keynes. 


Tony Cross, head of transport 
services at Lincolnshire county 
council, has been elected 
chairman of the Association 
of Transport Coordinating 
Officers. He succeeds Devon's 
Tim Davies. @ 


A Scania OmniCity artic is 
on demonstration with Arriva 
London. So far all of London’s 
articulated buses have been 
supplied by Mercedes-Benz. @ 


Nottinghamshire county 
council’s pioneering real-time 
information system, NextBus, 
is to be abandoned. It was 
introduced in 1996 and has 
proved to be unreliable. Its use 
has already been discontinued 
on all but one of the routes on 
which it was installed. Now 
the council is looking at wider 
use of Star Trak, operating 
successfully on Trentbarton’s 
Nottingham to Derby Rainbow 
5 route. 


Market Prices 


Price High Low 
Arriva 499 500 339 
FirstGroup 343. 349 250 
Go-Ahead 1426 1426 960 
National Exp. 752. 765. 587 
Stagecoach 97 97 73 
Southern Vectis 38 44 28 
2 Travel SUSPENDED 
Tellings 126-173. 124 
Closing prices on 6/12/04 plus 12 
months high and low. 


Bournemouth put up for sale 


AN unexpected move 
Seite council is proposing 
to sell its bus operation, Yellow 
Buses. The council’s cabinet 
made the decision last week. 
It is expected to be approved 
at a meeting of the council this 
week. 

Yellow Buses managing director 
Roy Edgley, whose retirement 
in March was announced a few 
months ago, expresses surprise 
at the cabinet’s decision. “I find 
it difficult to believe they would 
put something of this importance 
in place without considering its 
impact,” he says. 

No public announcement was 
made about the decision, which 
it appears was leaked to the local 
press. There is no indication of 
how quickly the council seeks to 
conclude a sale. 

Cabinet member for quality 
services and value for money, 
Adrian Fudge, fears that growing 


competition could undermine the 
company’s position. Go-Ahead’s 
Wilts & Dorset subsidiary is 
stepping up services in the 
town. 

Says Fudge: “Although trading 
well, Yellow Buses faces a 
competitive future and could 
decline, both in terms of its value 
and the service it offers, because 
the council does not have the 
resources to invest to keep the 
service competitive in the face of 
growing competition.” 

Fudge argues that the inability 
to invest means that the company 
is less able to actively market 
itself and to fight off competition 
and adds: “As an organisation, 
the council is facing stiff financial 
problems, and so it makes good 
commercial sense to offer for sale 
an asset which can bring a good 
return to the council.” 

Yellow Buses operates around 
100 buses and 15 coaches, 


and has just announced the 
appointment of former Connex 
Bus UK managing director 
John Ashmore as_ Edgley’s 
successor. Ashmore, who has 
previously worked for Trent and 
for FirstGroup in the UK and 
the USA, joins the company 


next week as managing director 
designate. 


Bi Council aims to sell 115-vehicle 
Bournemouth operation. 


Frye: Coach accessibility 
in everyone's interest 


THE HEAD of the government's 
mobility unit, Ann Frye, believes 
that the extension of wheelchair 
accessibility requirements to 
all coaches is not only in the 
interests of disabled people, 
but also in the interests of the 
industry. 

Speaking to operators at a CPT 
seminar hosted by Volvo, Frye 
said that the government had not 
yet made a decision on extending 
the wheelchair requirement to 
tourism and leisure services, but 
wanted to “open up discussions 
with the industry”. 

She acknowledged that the 
initial extension of the rules to 
the scheduled coach sector has 
not led to the development of 
many acceptable solutions before 
the deadline for introduction. 
“The market for scheduled 
coaches has been too small to 
generate much manufacturer 
interest,” she said. 

But Frye was unapologetic 
about the need for legislation. 
“We are not picking on the coach 
industry,” she added. “It is part 
of a whole movement. Frankly, 
in my view, it is part of being 
a civilised society. Why should 
transport be an exception?” 

Shearings’ Alan Scoles warned 
that there would be significant 
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cost increases without the 
guarantee of added revenue. 
“The current solutions will not 
bring any side benefits to existing 
users,” he said. 

However flexibility of fleet use 
and the second-hand value of 
coaches in a post wheelchair- 
accessible coach era is leading 
to a shift in operator attitudes. 
Scoles noted that during its 
working life a coach will cascade 
through most types of operation 
meaning that operators needed 
to be concerned now, rather than 
waiting for a further extension 
to tourism and leisure coaches. 
“The 1 January deadline means 
as much to Shearings as it 
does to National Express,” said 
Scoles. 

The imminent publication of 
a new Disability Discrimination 
Bill will bring closer the end of 
the exemption for transport from 
obligations under part 3 of the 
current Disability Discrimination 
Act relating to non-discrimination. 
The new measures may come 
into force by the end of 2005, 
but the possibility of a general 
election in the spring may yet 
delay the passage of the bill. 

On school contracts, operators 
were reminded that such services 
would become subject to the 


BB Ann Frye has commissioned study on 
extending wheelchair access to tourist 
services. 


passenger vehicle accessibility 
requirements if separate fares 
were charged, regardless of 
whether they were collected on 
the vehicle or through advance 
payment. 


Allan's driver 
found guilty 


THE DRIVER of a coach belonging 
to Allan’s of Gorebridge has been 
found guilty of manslaughter 
after a crash in France in which 
a teenage girl was killed and 
19 other passengers injured. 
The accident happened in June 
2002. 

The French court concluded 
that 33-year-old Mark Chisholm 
had been smoking cannabis 
between six and eight hours 
before the crash. It was the first 
time he had driven in France. 

Chisholm was given a two-year 
suspended jail sentence and was 
ordered to pay a fine of £3,266 
plus £2,000 compensation. 


Clearance for Sovereign takeover 


THE COMPETITION Commission 
has provisionally cleared the 
takeover by Arriva of Blazefield’s 
Sovereign Bus & Coach business 
in Hertfordshire. The deal was 
referred to the Competition 
Commission by the Office of Fair 
Trading in August. 

In its provisional findings the 
inquiry group (by a majority of 
three to two) concludes that 
the merger will not lead to a 
substantial lessening of bus 
competition in the area. 

Diana Guy, chairman of the 
inquiry group, says: “Evidently it 
has been a close decision but on 
balance the majority of the group 
has provisionally concluded that 
the merger will not substantially 
lessen competition for either 
commercial or tendered bus 
services. 

“We were all agreed that there 
are few overlaps on commercial 
routes where Arriva and Sovereign 
are in direct competition. Several 
parties explained to us_ that 
Hertfordshire was ‘not good 
bus territory’ and as such had 
a limited attraction for potential 
new entrants. The majority did 
not feel that this position would 
be affected by the merger. 

“The minority view was that 
the merger would result in the 
loss of a significant competitive 
constraint on Arriva from 


Sovereign whether under its 
present management or any 
alternative owner. The lack of 
suitable depot facilities would 
also deter market entry.” 

Sovereign has 45 _ buses, 
133 employees and depots 
in Stevenage and _ Hatfield. 
It operates commercial and 
tendered services in and around 
the Stevenage area and also 
operates interurban services 
linking Stevenage, Hitchin, 
Hatfield, Welwyn Garden City, St 
Albans and Hemel Hempstead. 

The sale — expected to be 
concluded in January - brings 
to an end a slow process of 
withdrawal from the south of 
England by Blazefield. 

Earlier this year most of 
Sovereign’s services in St Albans 
were taken over by Centrebus, 
and the Huntingdon & District 
business was sold to Cavalier 
Travel in November last year. 
Blazefield quit London in 2002 
with the sale of London Sovereign 
to Transdev. 

The group is now focussed 
on the north of England, with 
long-established businesses in 
Keighley, Harrogate and Malton, 


and the former Stagecoach 
operations in Burnley § and 
Blackburn. 


© www.sovereignbus.co.uk 


£1.6billion boost 
for local transport 


THE GOVERNMENT has 
announced a £1.6billion 
investment in local transport in 
England in 2005/06, covering 
roads, rail and buses. 

Key projects affecting 
buses are £28million for red 
routes in the West Midlands 
—  lronically announced as 
Birmingham city council is 
planning to abandon some bus 
priorities — and £14.5million 
for a bus/rail interchange in 
Castleford, West Yorkshire. 
There is also £13million for 
improved interchange facilities in 
Wolverhampton. 

Also guaranteed funding is the 
£28million Primelines Quality 
Bus Network in Coventry. 

At the same time transport 
secretary Alistair Darling 
announced that Rural Bus 
Subsidy Grant in England would 
be increased by 3.9 per cent 
with provisional allocations of 
£54.3million for 2006-07 and 
£55.6million for 2007-08. 

The government says that 
over 2,200 new and enhanced 
services have been funded 
through RBSG with almost 29 
million passenger journeys being 
made on these services in 2003 
04. @ www.dft.gov.uk 


Plymouth fares 
rise due to 
vandalism costs 


A RISING tide of attacks on buses 
has forced Plymouth Citybus 
to warn that increasing repair 
costs could force the company to 
raise fares. John Ackroyd, acting 
managing director of Citybus, 
says: “We have had .22 airgun 
pellets fired and stones thrown 
through the windows of moving 
buses. We have even had a 
three-inch industrial steel bolt 
thrown through a windscreen. 

“There is a risk to the public 
and the driver from glass and 
the moving object. And there is 
the risk that the bus could crash. 
These attacks are becoming 
alarmingly regular and pose a 
real threat to the safety and 
confidence of our drivers and 
passengers. 

Since September, Citybus 
has spent almost £15,000 on 
repairing damage caused by 
attacks on its vehicles. 


Safety awards for Arriva 


ARRIVA has secured the top 
award — Best Risk Managed 
Company of the Year - at this 
year’s Brake Road Safety Awards. 
It also secured highly commended 
rankings in two other categories - 
Safety in Vehicle Maintenance, 
and Road Safety in the 
Community. Arriva London won 
the Crash Analysis Procedures 
award for work _ identifying 
accident blackspots on routes. 
The combination of Arriva’s 
efforts in safety has led to a 
noticeable drop in_ incidents 
involving its buses. And the 


successful initiatives are being 
shared across the group’s bus 
operations in mainland Europe. 
The judges were impressed 
with Arriva’s ‘innovative and 
successful initiatives across the 
company’ which have reduced 
incidents and led the way in risk 
management thinking. The judges 
cited initiatives from healthy living 
programmes addressing eyesight, 
tiredness and stress for drivers, 
aerial photography of accident 
blackspots to psychometric and 
hazard perception training. 
@ www.arriva.co.uk 


Hendy: Routemasters to live on 


TRANSPORT FOR LONDON has confirmed that it wants to retain 
Routemasters on service in central London. ee have their place 
and it isn’t on a day-to-day bus service in the 21st century,” says Peter 
Hendy, Tf’s managing director for surface transport. 

Hendy says that Tfl’s ambition is to see Routemasters operating 
without subsidy, and is inviting operators to come up with proposals. 

It looks likely that regular scheduled Routemaster operation will end 
in 2005. Most of the surviving Routemasters are around 40 years old, 
and some specialist parts are becoming expensive to procure. 
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Bhitrs 


Travel West Midlands has 
teamed up with Birmingham 
department store Beatties to 
offer customers the chance 
of a free makeover in time 
for Christmas and New Year. 
Makeovers with — selected 
leading cosmetics are available 
to anyone who produces a valid 
Travel Card or ticket. Each 
makeover lasts approximately 
half an hour. & 


Leyland Product Development 
has been acquired by Chinese 
industrialist Mr Gu Chu 
Jun, chairman of Greencool 
Technology Holdings. Greencool 
was one of the companies that 
was seeking to acquire the 
Dennis business when TransBus 
went into administration earlier 
this year. 


London Sovereign, part of the 
Transdev group, has taken 
delivery of six Scania/East 
Lancs OmniDekkas. This 
follows a large order for East 
Lancs-bodied Volvo B/TLs 
for sister Transdev company 
London United. @ 


A 21lyear-old man has been 
reported to the procurator fiscal 
following an alleged sword 
attack on a First Glasgow driver 
two years ago. At the time First 
Glasgow put up a £5,000 
reward for information, but no 
arrests were made due to lack 
of evidence. New evidence has 
come to light in connection 
with a separate incident. Hi 


UK diesel price update 


pence per litre 


Northern Ireland 

Scotland 

Scotland - remote areas 
Wales 

Northern England 

Midlands and East Anglia 
Southern England 

UK garage average 
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in main population centres. 
Source: AA 


Bhiitrs 


Uni-link has been named the 
best transport organisation 
in Hampshire catering for 
people with disabilities in the 
first Southampton Centre for 
Independent Living Business 
and Community Awards. The 
awards celebrate business and 
community achievements in 
making a difference to the lives 
of people with disabilities. @ 


Travel Coventry is revising fares 
on 2 January. Existing 7Op and 
90p fares will rise to 75p and 
£1, while the £1.30 fare will 
be reduced to £1. @ 


Two men who vandalised 
Huntingdon & District buses 
in the company’s depot and 
also damaged cars in a nearby 
housing estate have been jailed 
for these and other offences 
involving stolen goods. Darren 
Crisp (27) got 11 months and 
Simon Pattison (20) got 12 
months. The two smashed 47 
windows on 14 of Huntingdon 
& District's buses. @ 


Drivers and conductors on 
Nottingham’s trams are voting 
on taking strike action on 
Christmas Eve and New Years 
Eve. They are protesting over 
Nottingham Express Transit’s 
intention to run services until 
midnight on both days. Bus 
services in the city will cease 
operating around 8pm. @ 


Dial-a-Ride, the —_door-to- 
door transport service for 
disabled people in London, 
has launched a multi-lingual 
booking facility. The new 
service allows non-English 
speaking people to make 
enquiries or arrange bookings 
in other languages. The system 
uses a sophisticated telephone 
interpreting service provided by 
language specialists Language 
Line. & 


Plymouth Citybus has invested 
£850,000 in eight new Dennis 
Darts, bringing to 84 the 
number of low-floor buses in 
the fleet. 


Forgery find in Bath 


FIRST SOMERSET & AVON 
has been the victim of a 
counterfeiting operation in 
which forged bus passes were 
being sold to students at Bath 
University. The fake passes were 
spotted by drivers. 

Russel Barrington-Crow, 
the company’s divisional bus 
manager, says: “We are working 
closely with the students’ union 
at the University of Bath to sort 
out this problem as quickly as 
possible. 


“The students’ union and the 
University of Bath have been 
very co-operative so the police 
have not been involved - but we 
aren't ruling that out. 

A spokesman for the University 
of Bath students’ union adds: 
“The forging of bus passes is not 
something the union condones. 
It is illegal. The forgers are 
behaving irresponsibly and their 
actions could result in bus fares 
being pushed up for everyone.” 


Hourly Essex airport service 


FIRST ESSEX BUSES, working 
with BAA Stansted and Esse 
county council, has launched a 
new hourly coach service linking 
Stansted airport with Chelmsford 
and Southend. 

The new service follows the 
success of a coach link between 
the airport and Braintree and 
Colchester which was introduced 


~< 


earlier this year and has seen 
significant passenger growth. 
Like the Colchester service, 
the new route will be operated 
by Plaxton Cheetah midicoaches 
which incorporate full destination 
displays above the windscreen. It 
operates 22 hours a day, seven 
days a week. 
0 www.firstgroup.com 


Box junction charges revoked 


A COACH operator fined for 
allowing a vehicle to remain 
stationary on a yellow box 
junction in south-west London 
has had the charges revoked 
following the intervention of CPT. 
The operator had been 
charged with being illegally 
stationary at the Brixton Road/ 
Camberwell New Road yellow 
box junction, despite protests 


that the layout of the junction 
gave the driver no option. 
After a meeting between 
CPT and Darek Podwiazka, 
Transport for London’s coach 
manager, Podwiazka agreed 
that the junction needed to be 
redesigned. All charges were 
subsequently dropped. 


0 www.cpt.-uk.org 


@ Fleet of 18 Solos upgrades Barrow 
services. 


STAGECOACH this week 


improved local services in 
Barrow-on-Furness with a fleet 
of 18 new Optare Solos which 
replace older  step-entrance 
minibuses on key routes in the 
town. 

“I’m very pleased that we 
have been able to secure this 
important improvement for 
public transport in Barrow,” 
says Stagecoach North West 
managing director Nigel Barrett. 
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~ £1.5million 
s Barrow 
investment 


“The investment of £1.5million 
represents the confidence we 
have in Barrow and the hope 
that the public will support us 
in helping to reverse some of the 
recent adverse economic trends 
in the area”. 

The introduction of the new 
buses will coincide with some 
timetable changes. Stagecoach 
services in the Barrow area 
currently carry around 371,000 
passengers per month. 


PayPoint outlet 
for Arriva 


ARRIVA HAS reached = an 
agreement with PayPoint which 
allows people to buy weekly or 
four-weekly bus tickets at around 
11,000 PayPoint outlets across 
the UK. 

Market research and customer 
feedback showed Arriva that 
customers wanted easier ways to 
buy bus tickets. 

Catherine Mason, customer 
services and marketing director 
for Arriva’s UK Bus division, 
says: “We believe this represents 
a_ significant improvement to 
the service we offer customers, 
especially as so many of the 
shops and other outlets with a 
PayPoint service are within just 
a short walk of an Arriva bus 
service. 

“Many of our customers will 
already be familiar with the 
convenience of topping up their 
mobile phones or paying their BT, 
gas or electricity bills at PayPoint 
outlets. Now they can buy their 
bus tickets at the same time.” 

The use of PayPoint outlets to 
sell bus tickets was first tried by 
Arriva Scotland West in Paisley 
in a scheme launched in March 
this year. 

0 www.arriva.co.uk 


Smart cameras 
in Wigan 


CAMERAS embedded in the 
carriageway are to be installed 
at Wigan bus station by the 
Greater Manchester PTE in a 
move to curb speeding by buses. 
Details are being finalised, but 
the cameras could be linked to 
variable message signs warning 


drivers to slow down, or to 
flashing road studs. 
Andrew Fender, chairman 


of GMPTA’s policy committee, 
says: “On the whole, our bus 
stations have excellent safety 
records. But, from time to time, 
speeding buses can pose a risk 
to passengers. In recent years 
we have introduced a number 
of measures to address this 
problem, such as hand _ held 
speeding cameras and improved 
signage.” 

If the Wigan trial — due to start 
in the spring — proves successful, 
the system wouid be installed in 
other bus stations operated by 
the PTE. 
® www.gmpte.com 


Hampshire tram re-bids 


A REVISED bid to build the South 
Hampshire Light Rapid Transit 
scheme has been submitted 
to the DfT by joint promoters 
Hampshire county council and 
Portsmouth city council following 
rejection of the original proposals 
by the DfT in July. 

The rail line will link Portsmouth 
with Gosport and Fareham, and 
in the revised proposals would 
require government funding to 
the tune of £170million. Cost 
savings have been made by 
deferring the construction of a 
loop between the bus and rail 
stations in Fareham. 

The leader of Hampshire 
county council, Ken Thornber, 
says: “There's no stronger case 
for a tram scheme than here 
in south Hampshire, where 
unlike schemes in Leeds and 
Manchester we're proposing 
a_ totally new link rather 
than an extension or parallel 


scheme. The social, economic 
and environmental benefits 
far outstrip the costs, and it 
would be of massive benefit to 
commuters in the area. 

“The scheme is the missing 
link in the transport network. 
We'd be putting in place a much- 
needed service that doesn’t exist 
at the moment, and we believe 
that gives us a very robust case. 
We also believe that we’ve done 
everything that government 
asked of us when our initial 
revised funding bid was refused 
back in July.” 

The plans include a_ tunnel 
under Portsmouth harbour. 

The two bidders for the 
tram project are the Smart 
consortium, which includes Hong 
Kong’s MTR Corporation, and 
South Hampshire Supertram, in 
which Stagecoach is one of the 
partners. 

0 www.hants.gov.uk/Irt 


Survival guide 
to Glasgow 
buses 


FIRST GLASGOW, which _ is 
running extra services in the pre- 
Christmas period, has published 
a ‘survival guide’ to encourage 
new users to travel by bus. It 
includes a voucher which offers 
two cans of energy drink Red 
Bull for £1 at WH Smith shops. 

Eric Stewart, managing director 
at First Glasgow, says: “This time 
of year is always a busy time on 
the roads. Christmas shopping 
can be challenging enough 
without having to endure the 
stress and frustration of sitting in 
a traffic jam and fighting for that 
elusive parking space. 

“This year we're urging people 
who wouldn’t normally consider 
taking the bus to give it a try 
- we’re sure they’d be surprised 
how easy it is.” 

0 www.firstgroup.com 


I Coaches to be subject to TfL Low 
Emission Zone. 


Emission standards for London coaches 


BY 2007 all coaches visiting 
London could be required to meet 
minimum emissions standards 
to enter what is planned as a 
London-wide Low Emission Zone 
(EZ): 

Transport for London has this 


Continued growth for York 


PASSENGER numbers = on 
York’s park-and-ride service are 
showing a 33.2 per cent increase 
year-on-year. The services are 
operated by First York under 
contract to York council. And 
First York’s Overground network 
has experienced a 12 per cent 
rise in passenger numbers. 
Jonathan May, managing 


director of First York, says: “The 
continued success of the park- 
and-ride services has given them 
a high profile and made them 
very much part of the community. 
We are at the stage now where 


one of the reasons why people 
come to York is because of the 
park-and-ride services that make 
it so easy to travel into and out of 
the city centre. 

“Across the whole network of 
Overground routes we have seen 
year on year growth of 12 per 
cent,” adds May. “This reflects 
the hard work and commitment 
being shown by all of our staff in 
delivering a high quality of bus 
service that the people of York 
can be really proud of.” 


a 


0 www.firstgroup.com 


IB Park-and-ride and Overground network see passenger growth for First York. 


month appointed consultants 
Deloitte to carry out a strategic 
study into the implementation of 
a planned LEZ. Tfl’s preferred 
approach is to designate the 
whole of Greater London as an 
LEZ and to require that from 
2007 all buses and coaches 
entering the area are either Euro 
3 compliant, or meet Euro 2 and 
have a particulate trap fitted. 

The LEZ would also affect 
trucks, and restrictions would 
later apply to taxis and vans too. 

If it goes ahead in 2007, it 
would be followed by tighter 
limits in 2010, when coaches 
and buses would be expected 
to meet either Euro 4, or Euro 3 
with the addition of a particulate 
trap. 

TfL says it is focussing on 
heavy vehicles rather than cars, 
because heavy vehicles create 
the highest pollution. 

Among the items being studied 
are enforcement of the LEZ, and, 
if it uses the DVLA registration 
database as a way of supporting 
enforcement by roadside 
cameras, ways of applying 
the rules to foreign-registered 
coaches. 

TfL indicates that grants to fit 
particulate traps may be available 
to coach operators, regardless of 
their location, but accepts that 
there are at present problems 
with inadequate funding at the 
Energy Savings Trust. 
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pioneering safety and 
eee pilot scheme in Wigan 
is to be funded for another six 
months in recognition of its 
success in reducing crime on 
public transport. The Wigan 
Public Transport Policing 


Unit — funded by the Greater 
Manchester PTA and Wigan 
council — was introduced in 
December 2003 for a 12- 
month trial, in a bid to improve 
safety and the perception of 
safety on public transport. 


CPT has welcomed _ the 
announcement by chancellor 
Gordon Brown that the freeze 
on fuel duty will continue for 
the coming year. Brown made 
the pledge in last week’s 
pre-budget report. Says CPT 
director general Brian Nimick: 
“This is very good news for 
both bus and coach industries, 
and a huge relief for coach 
tourism operators who get no 
relief from fuel duty.” 


Travel London, the National 
Express subsidiary, has 
launched its own website at 
www.travelondonbus.co.uk 


Edinburgh is the latest city 
to evaluate solar-powered 
lighting for bus shelters. Ten 
are being evaluated in a pilot 
scheme funded by the Scottish 
Executive. @ 


European diesel 
price update 


pence per litre equivalent 
Austria 60.34 
Belgium 5/56 
Czech Rep 616 
Denmark 73.33 
Estonia 51.82 
Finland 65.25 
France 67.35 
Germany 69.46 
Greece 65.95 
Netherlands 65.95 
Hungary 71.79 
lreland 69.46 
Italy 70.16 
Luxembourg 52.62 
Norway 73.65 
Poland 65.21 
Portugal 58.23 
Spain 57.53 
Sweden 75152 
Switzerland 74.63 
Source: AA 


Bus lanes have always 
been seen as a pretty 
important weapon, 

not only in speeding 
up bus travel, but 

also showing other 
road users, stuck in 
congestion, that it's 
quicker to go by bus. 
But in the Midlands 
that could all be 

about to change as 
Birmingham councillors 
have a change of 
heart. Peter Plisner 
reports. 


et’s face it, bus lanes have 
Le really been that 

popular with either drivers, 
who object to the fact that there’s 
less road space for them to use 
on their daily commute into 
work, or councillors who often, 
for the sake of winning votes, 
side with their constituents and 
oppose them. 

But despite the many 
difficulties and against the odds, 
bus lanes have become a feature 
on many busy roads. Yet while 
bus operators and their regular 
passengers will always want more 
miles of priority lanes, progress is 
often painfully slow — and, as is 
the case in Birmingham, can 
sometimes be reversed. 

For many years Birmingham 
City Council was a_Labour- 
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run authority and with the 


government of the day 
championing the cause of the 
bus, councillors appeared happy 
to allow small lengths of bus lane 
to be placed around the city. In 
fact, in an effort to persuade bus 
firms that the centre of the city 
should be reserved for trams, 
the council even offered to build 
a ‘Bus Mall’, around the centre, 
reserved for buses only. Without 
the Bus Mall, which still hasn’t 
been built, Birmingham has 
around 20 miles of bus lane, but 
recently about a third of that was 
suspended. 

The initial reason was to ease 
congestion on a busy corridor 
while roadworks on the nearby 
M6 were being carried out. 
However, with the work on the 


Where 
bus lanes already 
exist it is essential 
that they remain 
exclusive to public 
transport on busy 
corridors like those 
in Birmingham or 
else reliability and 
journey times - both 
of crucial importance 
to passengers - will 
be compromised. 
David Begg. 


M6 now complete the suspension 
in Birmingham’s Tyburn Road, 
empowered through a temporary 
Traffic Regulation Order (TRO), 
is still ongoing. Bus operators 
have reported a significant drop 
in passenger numbers along the 
route. 

And there’s more, Centro, 
the West Midlands PTE, was 
planning to use the bus lane and 
other new infrastructure along 
the route to pilot the UK’s first 
Statutory Quality Partnership. 
Those plans are now on hold 
indefinitely. 

The new Conservative authority 
in Birmingham has revealed that 
all bus lanes in the city are now 
under review. One of the aims 
of the study will be to look at 
options for expanding the use of 


bus lanes to allow freight traffic 
and car sharers to use them in 
addition to buses. It’s a bold 
move which the city council 
maintains is designed to make 
the best use of the existing road 
space in the city. 

Transport cabinet member 
Len Gregory says: “Road space 
in Birmingham is very restricted 
and we've got to make optimum 
use of it. So we're looking at high 
occupancy vehicle lanes and 
we're looking at freight lanes, 
which will enable us to get heavy 
goods vehicles off the main roads 
very quickly”. 

The move has been welcomed 
by groups which promote car 
sharing. Paul Cutler, founder 
of Shareajourney.com — says: 
“Building more road space is not 
the answer to easing congestion. 
Taking away existing road space 
from a city’s busy arterial roads 
for under-utilised bus lanes is 
not conducive to easing the 
flow of peak-hour traffic. Making 
a bus lane into an HOV lane 
to encourage car sharing will 
increase the capacity of a road 
with fewer vehicles. It takes a 
change of mindset.” 

His views are mirrored by 
motoring organisations. Edmund 
King, of the RAC Foundation, 
sees the move as a step forward 
in transport terms. He says: “We 
have advocated this type change 
of use in the past, when the 
Highways Agency put a bus-only 
lane on the M4 near Heathrow. If 
we want to promote car sharing 
and get best possible use out 
of scarce resources then we 
should look at more innovative 
schemes” 

But others aren’t impressed. 
David Begg, chairman of the 
Commission for — Integrated 


Transport, says: “Widening 
rights of access of bus priority 
lanes to HGVs and HOVs is 
perhaps understandable if a 
local authority is having difficulty 
making a case for implementing 
a new priority lane. However, 
where bus lanes already exist 
it is essential that they remain 
exclusive to public transport 
on busy corridors like those in 
Birmingham or else reliability 
and journey times - both of 
crucial importance to passengers 
- will be compromised.” Not 
surprisingly bus operators are also 
against the idea. Phil Bateman, 
Travel West Midlands corporate 
affairs director, says: “We've 
been suckered into believing that 
as local government ‘partners’ 
we would have a say in the way 
that ‘agreed’ policy would be 
developed. But we were wrong, 
boy were we wrong.” 

He adds: “We at TWM would 
urge the city council to re-open 
and ensure full legal enforcement 
of the bus passenger priority 
measures in their original 
undiluted form — quickly; after 
all one-third of Birmingham 
commuters travel into the city by 
bus every day.” 

There’s also concern that 
there'll be confusion amongst 
drivers across the West Midlands 
conurbation, particularly where 
bus lanes cross boundaries. 
Unless all the authorities follow 
suit and open up their bus lanes, 
then drivers might suddenly be 
required to leave the lane and 
rejoin the main carriageway. 

There are also issues related 
to enforcement. In Leeds, where 
there’s been a High Occupancy 
Vehicle lane for the last six years, 
a special police force, paid for 
by the council, is used to make 


sure that those who use the lane 
are actually sharing their cars. In 
the Midlands there’s very little 
enforcement going on and bus 
lanes are widely abused. The 
police don’t have the resources to 
enforce or prosecute. Instead the 
city council says it will use CCTV 
camera technology to enforce its 
HOV lanes. However, even if the 
technology exists, there would 
still be serious concerns about 
the use of the cameras both 
from civil liberties bodies and the 
government, which would want 
to be sure that the technology 
works. 

The council’s action on bus 
lanes is already having an 
impact on the planning of further 
Showcase bus routes, the city’s 
Quality Partnerships. Without 
priority measures the speed 
of services isn’t improved and 
no number of new buses and 
improved shelters will help that 
situation. 

Already some proposed priority 
measures along the route of 
Birmingham’s Outer Circle have 
been scrapped and a scheme 
along the Hagley Road, one of 
the city’s busiest radial routes, 
is now being reviewed for the 
second time. The decision to 
review the use of Birmingham’s 
bus lanes might help to provide 
more road capacity in the city. 
But there’s also the likelihood 
that it will also encourage more 
car use and the additional 
capacity will quickly disappear. 

It could ultimately mean more 
traffic and less reliable bus 


services. 
/ 


Peter Plisner is the BBC's 
Midlands transport correspondent 
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We've 
been suckered into 
believing that as 
local government 
‘partners’ we would 
have a say in the 
way that ‘agreed’ 
policy would be 
developed. But we 
were wrong, boy 
were we wrong. 
Phil Bateman, 
Travel West 
Midlands. 


Without 
the Bus Mall, which 
still hasn’t been 
built, Birmingham 
has around 20 miles 
of bus lane, but 
recently about a 
third of that was 
suspended. 


AUSTRALIA 


AN EXPRESS busway costing 
$524million (£210million) is to 
be built in north-west Sydney. 
All but three kilometres of the 
24km route will be a dedicated 
bus-only road. The first stage 
includes 27 _ stations, ten 
bridges, two underpasses and 
ten junctions with traffic light 
controls. 

“The northwest faces huge 
demands with many of the 1,000 
people arriving in Sydney each 
week moving into the region,” 
says New South Wales premier 
Bob Carr. “This major new link is 
the fastest way to provide local 
families and commuters with 
frequent, efficient mass public 
transport services.” 

The busway is expected to 
open in 2007. 


MEXICO 


MEXICO is to get its first double- 
deck buses in 2005. An order 
for ten has been placed with 
East Lancs, which has in recent 
years secured export business in 
Europe. 

The chassis manufacturer has 
yet to be named — both Volvo and 
Scania are active in Mexico and 
would appear to be the obvious 
choice, although East Lancs does 
also work with VDL Bus and with 
Alexander Dennis. The vehicles 
will be two-axle, two-door, 70- 
seaters. 

The double-deckers will be 
operated in Mexico City which 
has a population of 16 million 
and is one of the world’s 
fastest-growing cities. It has 
problems with traffic congestion 
and pollution. Earlier this year 
two ethanol-powered Scania 
OmniCitys were trialled in the 
city, which is considering a major 
upgrade of its bus network. 

The ten double-deckers will 
be built in Britain, but longer 
term plans could see East Lancs 
shipping body kits to Mexico for 
local assembly. The Mexican 
consortium with which East 
Lancs is working plans to open a 
new bus factory in 2006. 

East Lancs double-deckers 
are currently operating in 
Paris, Madrid, Barcelona, 
Luxembourg, Seville, Cannes 
and Copenhagen. 


GERMANY 


NEOPLAN has _ streamlined 
production at its factories in 
Stuttgart, Pilsting and Plauen, as 
part of its ProNeo project which 
has cost over 10million Euros 
(£7million), Each plant will now 
specialise in particular areas of 
the build process. Plauen focuses 
on body structures, Pilsting 
becomes the central assembly 
plant, and Stuttgart focuses on 
finishing work on the premium 
Starliner and Skyliner models. 


| 


SWEDEN 


ARRIVA has ordered 61 
CNG-powered MAN _ Lion's 
City buses for its operation in 
Sweden. It is one of the largest 
orders to be placed for CNG- 
powered MANs and the buses 
will be delivered next summer. 
There will be 55 standard 12m 
vehicles, and six extra-long three- 
axle 15m versions. All will have 
310bhp engines. They are for 
operation in Helsingborg. 


HOLLAND 


ONE OF the biggest bus orders 
to be placed in mainland Europe 
this year has been secured 
by VDL. It is to supply 300 
VDL Berkhof Ambassador 200 
low-floor buses to Connexxion. 
Delivery starts in February. VDL 
Berkhof has now received orders 
for 900 of its Ambassador 200 
model, which was launched in 
August 2002. 
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AMERICAN voters endorsed a 
record number of public transport 
projects in last month’s elections, 
according to the American Public 
Transportation Association. 

Among the measures approved 
by voters were a_ long-term 
transit expansion plan in Denver 
that includes new construction of 
light rail and Bus Rapid Transit; 
a $16billion (£8billion) plan in 
Phoenix that includes light rail 
and bus improvements; and 
passage of a half-cent sales tax 
in Charleston, that will stop the 
city’s transit system from running 
out of money. 

“This year has shown that it’s 
not just big metro areas that are 
clamouring for transit; medium 
and smaller communities also 
see its benefits,” says Stephanie 
Vance, programme manager for 
the Center for Transportation 
Excellence. “This has been a 
record year for transit initiatives. 
We've seen a significant jump in 
the number of transit initiatives 
on the ballot and in how many 
passed.” 

“From suburban to urban to 
rural communities, the success 
of these initiatives proves that 
people are willing to invest in 
quality transit services that will 
pay dividends for years to come,” 
adds APTA president William W 
Millar. “Voters clearly said that 
they deserve a better quality 
of life that available public 
transportation brings, namely, 
less congestion, cleaner air, and 
access to jobs.” 


JACKSONVILLE Transportation 
Authority in Florida is to start 
buying land in 2005 for a 
planned 29-mile Bus Rapid 
Transit system with 27 stations. 
The BRT system is forecast to 
cost $611million over 20 years. 
The original plan, in 1997, had 
been to build a light rail line, but 
that was abandoned because of 
the high costs involved. 

“We don’t have enough money 
and enough space to build 
enough roads,” says JTA rapid 
transit director Ed Castellani. 

“As congestion builds, and it 
will, people will see the difference 
between sitting in traffic and the 
speed of transit.” 


OPTIMA Bus Corporation, which 
builds the low-floor Opus using 
kits supplied by Wrightbus, has 
received orders for almost 50 
vehicles from three operators. 

The Capital Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority — of 
Austin, Texas, is taking 30, while 
the Utah Transit Authority in 
Salt Lake City has ordered 15. 

And in Tennessee, Knoxville 
Area Transit has placed a repeat 
order for four, taking its Opus 
fleet to 24 vehicles. Knoxville 
also has an option on a further 
11 vehicles. 


BRAZIL 


BRAZIL has announced plans 
to have all urban buses in the 
country accessible to wheelchair 
users within ten years. A 
government study says that only 
4.5 per cent of the country’s city 
buses are currently wheelchair- 
accessible. “The country’s 
plan is to change urban public 
transportation within ten years,” 
says Renato Boareto, director of 
urban mobility at the Ministry of 
Cities. “European countries took 
20 years to make this advance.” 


ARRIVA’s Danish subsidiary has 
ordered seven Optare Solos for 
a new contract in Copenhagen. 
The buses will be two-door 
22-seaters with two wheelchair 
bays. It is Optare’s first European 
order in recent years. 


BELGIUM 


VOLVO has received its first 
order for buses with Euro 4 
engines. The De Lijn company 
has ordered 42 Volvo B7RLE city 
buses which will be fitted with 
Selective Catalytic Reduction. 
“A major advantage of SCR, 
compared to other ways of 
reducing emissions of nitrogen 
oxide, is that fuel consumption 
is not negatively affected,” says 
Erland Morelissen, Volvo Buses’ 
Benelux manager. However the 
Euro 4 vehicles are still a long 
way off. The De Lijn buses, to be 
bodied by VDL Jonckheere, will 
enter service in Flanders in the 
second half of 2006. 


CP) TOYOTA 


SUMPTUOUSLY SAFE 


TYPICALLY TOYOTA 


Customers expect safety as well as comfort. It’s a rare combination, 


but one that Toyota continues to deliver with its Optimo V. 


With 3-point belts on all seats (and that’s for up to 26 passengers 
plus a courier), Optimo V makes no compromise on either 
comfort or safety — the driver also benefits from a new seat, 
leaving him to focus on the road ahead. 


And it’s brought to you at the right price - a price that will help 
you operate at a profit for years to come, because your customers 
will want that Optimo V luxury time and time again. 


Optimo V - the fifth generation of an outstandingly safe, comfortable 
and reliable package — starting at under £67,500. 


A & D Coach Sales Holloway Commercials Salvador Caetano UK Ltd. 


Tel: 01884 860767 Tel: 01902 636661 Tel: 01530 263333 
Contact Steve Prime, Coach Sales Manager on 07785 238798, or E-mail, steve.prime@tgb.toyota.co.uk 


Impressions of 
NXL Shuttle ... 


Unlike Megabus, 
which only runs six 
times per day, the 
new National Express 
service runs every 
half hour. 


Once on board the 
leather seats and 
extra legroom were 
impressive, but I was 
less impressed by the 
fact that half way to 
Birmingham one of 
my fellow passengers 
decided to sneak a 
crafty cigarette in 
the toilet. 


Ride test 


Peter Plisner 


HE long-distance coach was 
Tene one of the cheapest 

ways of getting around the 
country. But now following the 
launch of Stagecoach’s Megabus, 
its got even cheaper. National Ex- 
press, which for many years had 
a virtual monopoly, has recently 
launched its own range of low 
fares and new upmarket coach 
service called NXL Shuttle. | trav- 
elled to London and back to find 
out just which service provides 
the best value for money. 

Students in the Midlands love 
it. Birmingham to London for 
just £1! They've always been 
fans of bus and coach travel, be- 
cause it was cheap. Now it’s got 
even cheaper. Prices have been 
tumbling since Megabus came 
on the scene. Services from the 
Stagecoach offshoot started in 
Oxford and in the north of Eng- 
land last year. Since then the 
company has expanded rapidly. 
It now operates services to 30 
towns and cities across the UK, 
including between the Midlands 
and London. 

Its buses leave Birmingham 
city centre and pass directly 
through two areas where there’s 
an abundance of students. In 
another clever move on the 
part of Stagecoach, the service 
then stops at a railway station 
on the busy Cross City Line. It 
has a catchment in north and 
south Birmingham of more than 
a million potential passengers. 
Travelling down to London on a 
chilly Saturday morning | wasn’t 
the only person waiting for the 
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Megabus to arrive. Although 
it was late, no one seemed to 
mind. 

Once on board it was clear that 
the new service isn’t just attract- 
ing students. Like me, some of 
my fellow passengers probably 
hadn't been in a classroom for 
years. But that doesn’t stop 
them knowing a bargain when 
they see one. Megabus services 
aren't heavily advertised. How- 
ever, the bus itself is enough. Its 
distinctive livery gives you all the 
information you need, including 
the fact that there’s a 50p book- 
ing fee. Although that makes the 
fare £1.50, it’s still a great deal 
and something which those on 
board didn’t mind paying. Book- 
ing couldn’t have been simpler. 
You just go online and give your 
card details and print out your 
e-ticket. You can even have your 
reservation sent, as a text mes- 
sage, to your mobile phone and 
show it to the driver. 

The trip between Birmingham 
and London is around three 
hours, so it’s worth taking a good 
book with you. The seats were 
comfortable and the double-deck 
bus even had a toilet. The only 
disappointment was that there 
was no dropping off point in the 
heart of London. Instead the bus 
terminated at the Green Line bus 
station, close to Victoria station. 
Another gripe of passengers was 
that there wasn’t enough room 
for luggage. 

While walking around London 
enjoying the sights, | wondered 
how exactly Stagecoach can 


make any money running Mega- 
bus services. The answer is that 
not everyone pays just £1.50. 
If you book early enough you'll 
be lucky enough to get the low 
fare. Megabus says 15 to 20 
per cent of seats are sold at that 
price. After that the fare goes up. 
Even at the higher price it’s still 
a bargain when compared to the 
train or even the car. According 
to Stagecoach passenger num- 
bers have grown by 400 per cent 
in the last seven months. Over 
one million travellers have used 
the service since the nationwide 
launch in March. Brian Souter, 
Stagecoach group chief execu- 
tive, says: “Megabus.com has 
been the transport phenomenon 
of the year. The growth of the 
service has been amazing in 
such a short space of time.” 

In the Midlands the Megabus 
operation runs from an existing 
Stagecoach depot in Leamington 
Spa. The service uses refurbished 
Olympians, which the com- 
pany brought over from Hong 
Kong, where they operated with 
Citybus. The success of Megabus 
has led the company to upgrade 
the fleet on some services. New 
vehicles are being introduced, 
including articulated buses and 
Neoplan double deckers, simi- 
lar to those already running on 
Stagecoach’s successful Oxford 
Tube. 

For the return journey from 
London | decided to try out the 
new National Express flagship 
service, the NXL Shuttle. Unlike 
Megabus, which only runs six 


times per day, the new National 
Express service runs every half 
hour. What’s more you don’t have 
to go all the way to Victoria be- 
fore you can get off. The shuttle 
runs into Golders Green bus sta- 
tion, which links with the London 
Underground. Passengers benefit 
from extra legroom, leather seats, 
climate control and, according to 
National Express, all passengers 
are guaranteed a seat with 
‘dynamic capacity management’. 
This ensures that additional 
coaches are available for imme- 
diate use at busy periods. 

Chief executive Denis 
Wormwell says: “We're offering 
customers value without having 
to compromise on quality as 
our lowest fare is just £1 and 
we have set a maximum fare so 
passengers will never pay more 
than £20.50 return.” For Na- 
tional Express the NXL Shuttle 
represents a £5million invest- 
ment in 14 new coaches, which 
have been developed by Scania 
in Sweden and Irizar in Spain. 
The vehicles have been modified 
to a unique — specification 
bespoke to National Express. 
They have automatic gearboxes, 
cruise control, _ electrically- 
controlled rear-view mirrors, and 
electronically-adjustable drivers’ 
seats. Early in 2005 passengers 
will also benefit from the intro- 
duction of the first overland TV 
channel in the UK. 

It all sounds great, but when 
| travelled the journey wasn’t 
as luxurious as | had been ex- 
pecting. Like the Megabus, the 


service turned up late. Once on 
board the leather seats and extra 
legroom were impressive, but | 
was less impressed by the fact 
that half way to Birmingham one 
of my fellow passengers decided 
to sneak a crafty cigarette in 
the toilet. Despite the smell of 
smoke wafting throughout the 
coach, our driver chose to ignore 
this clear breach of the rules. 
The service was also well loaded 
with lone travellers meaning that 
| was not able to sit next to my 
daughter, who had travelled to 
the capital with me. | had mis- 
takenly thought that, as with the 
railways, there would be seat 
reservations. If there was, no one 
seemed to be policing it. 

But that aside the service was 
comfortable, efficient and reliable. 
The coach even made up for 
the time lost in London, arriving 
slightly early in Birmingham. 

The decision to launch NXL 
doesn’t just flow from the need 
to offer passengers something 
extra, because of the appearance 
of the Megabus. 

Changes to the rail timetable 
in September have meant the 
loss of a cheap direct rail service 
to London, run by National Ex- 
press sister company Silverlink 
Trains. With the rail service gone 
and the introduction of new tilt- 
ing trains on the Virgin network, 
National Express appears to 
want to tempt people onto the 
NXL service by offering a more 
acceptable form of coach travel. 

Despite the minor problems 
on my journey, the policy does 


seem to be working. Bookings 
for NXL are said to be very 
healthy, despite the alterna- 
tives that are now available. 
Wormwell says: “It’s rewarding 
to hear the reaction of people 
using the service, when they see 
the leather seating and overall 
quality of the vehicle. It’s usually 
a service only reserved for our 
top football teams.” 

He adds: “With customer 
numbers already increasing by 
around 4 per cent it is clear that 
these ‘wow’ coaches are giving 
us the opportunity to banish a 
few misconceptions about coach 
travel.” 

National Express will soon 
be introducing another 14 NXL 
coaches on its Bristol to London 
route. 
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Impressions of 
Megabus ... 


Cheap and keeps the 
passengers cheerful. 


Once on board it was 
clear that the new 
service isn’t just at- 
tracting students. 
Like me, some of 
my fellow passen- 
gers probably hadn’t 
been in a classroom 
for years. But that 
doesn’t stop them 
knowing a bargain 
when they see one. 
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Buzzlines pull for Children in Need 


VENTS 


Saturday 8 January 2005 
Exhibition: Excursions 2005 


Thursday 27 January 2005 
Dinner: CPT Annual Dinner, 
London Hilton hotel. 

www. cpt-uk. org 


Wednesday-Thursday 2-3 March 
Exhibition: BTTF, NEC. 
www. britishtraveltradefair.com 


Tuesday-Thursday 15-17 March 
2005 Conference: Bonded Coach 
Holiday conference, Calella, 
Spain. 

www. cpt-uk.org 


Thursday 31 March 2005 
Conference: London Transport 
Awards, CBI Conference Centre, 
London. 01224 263134. 
www.abs.ac.Uk/cftp 


Tuesday-Thursday 5-7 April 
Exhibition: Commercial Vehicle 
Show, NEC. 

www.cvshow.com 


Saturday-Sunday 16-17 April 
2005 Rally: UK Coach Rally, 
Brighton. 01753 631170 


Monday-Tuesday 25-26 April 
2005 Conference: CPT Scottish 
Council, Gleneagles Hotel. 0131 
212 2150} 

www. cpt-uk.org 


Tuesday-Wednesday 10-11 
May 2005 Conference: Album 
2005, De Vere Belton Woods, 
Grantham. 

0115 950 5745 


Wednesday-Thursday 18-19 
May Exhibition: Coach Tourism, 
Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire. 
www.coachtourism.com 


Sunday-Thursday 5-9 June 2005 
Conference and exhibition: UITP. 
Rome. 

www. uitp.com/rome2005 


| KNOW professional recovery 
services are expensive, but 
surely you don’t need to call 
all your drivers to the rescue 
when your new coach breaks 
down. Well, actually, that’s not 
what’s happening here, as you’ve 
probably guessed. 

This is a group of Buzzlines 
drivers doing their bit for the 
Children in Need campaign, pull 
ing a 19-tonne Neoplan Skyliner 
through Hythe shopping 
centre.The Buzzlines team raised 
more than £290 for Children 
in Need and are now planning 
further charity fund raising 
events. 


Talking 
double-deck 


| KNOW that Ceredigion is 
remote. Indeed it’s so remote 
that it’s one of the few places in 
mainland Britain which I’ve never 
visited. It’s also, it would appear, 
remote from some common 
English language usage. 


Those were the days... 


The council is reporting 
satisfaction with the introduction 
of 7O-seat coaches to school 
contracts, which is good to hear, 
but then says on its website that 
it has taken steps to ensure that 
“twin floor buses” are no longer 
used on school runs. 

Twin floor buses? Yes they 
are what those of us in most of 
the rest of the English-speaking 
world know as double-deckers. 


HUDDERSFIELD has been in 
the news recently as it has 
started to receive a major influx 
of new buses, starting with 
some Wrightbus Eclipse Gemini 
double-deckers. The operator is, 
of course, First West Yorkshire, 
which has come in for some 
recent criticism over the age of 
its fleet in the town. 

Back in 1969, services 
were provided by Huddersfield 
Corporation and by _ the 
Huddersfield Joint Omnibus 
Committee, and the JOC - 
owned jointly by British Railways 
and Huddersfield Corporation 
- was the owner of this Daimler 
Fleetline with 75-seat Roe body. 

Roe-bodied Fleetlines were 
the standard at Huddersfield 
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around this time — and the bus 
visible in the background is a 
single-deck version of the same 
combination. 

At this time the double-decker 
would have been crew-operated. 
One-man double-decker operation 
had only just been legalised, and 
was still a contentious issue with 
staff and unions. 

Huddersfield Corporation took 
total control of bus services in the 
town towards the end of 1969, 
and the services were absorbed 
by the West Yorkshire PTE in 
1974. That metamorphosed 
into the privatised Yorkshire 
Rider business in 1988 which 
was then bought by Badgerline 
in 1994 and ultimately became 
today’s First West Yorkshire. 


Healthy 
food for 
Scots 
commuters 


THE Scots have a reputation 
for poor dietary habits — deep- 
fried Mars bars are, I’m told, 
the height of culinary excellence 
north of the border. 

To address the issue of healthy 
eating, Scottish Citylink has 
struck a deal with Scotmid - a 
fancy new name for what used 
to be the Co-op — which over a 
three-month period sees Citylink 
commuters on services between 
Glasgow and Edinburgh being 
offered a selection of free fruit 
and healthy snacks on Monday 
mornings between 6am and Yam. 

Paul Murphy, marketing 
manager of Citylink, says: “The 
initiative is designed as a fun way 
to promote the importance of 
healthy living as well as thanking 
our customers for their loyalty 
and support. 

“We will be giving away 500 
pieces of fruit or healthy snacks 
every Monday morning and we 
hope that it will help to kick 
start the week for our passengers 
travelling between Glasgow and 
Edinburgh.” 
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SCANDUS 


MTB Bus and Coach Division 
Zone 2, Sixth Avenue, 
Deeside Industrial Estate, Deeside, 
Flintshire CH5 2NR 


. they are talking about. 


Tel: (01244) 837020 
Fax: (01244) 289818 


E-mail: info@mtb-equipment.com 


Broken glass? 


A massive range of Replacement Glass 
for virtually all buses and coaches. 


Friendly staff. who actually know what 


Deliveries that get the glass to you x 
on time and in one piece. 7 


At very competitive prices. : PSY 
2Us conc am 


01494 533137 


All you need to do is call us, we'll do the rest. ° 


PSV. Glass, with you all the way. 


a 
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Brake award 
for Wheelsure 


WHEELSURE’S — wheel nut 
locking device has won the 
Vehicle Safety Invention Award 
in Brake’s Fleet Safety Forum 
Awards for Excellence. 

“Wheel loss is a very serious 
issue that refuses to go away,” 
says Brake chief executive Mary 
Williams. “Only last month a 
woman was tragically killed by 
a loose lorry wheel. Wheelsure 
deserved to win this award 
because through their extensive 
research into the causes of 
wheel nut loosening, they 
have developed a product that 
demonstrates their in-depth 
understanding of this complex 
issue and offers operators an 
effective solution.” 

Wheelsure chief executive 
officer Gerhard Dodl said: “We 
are absolutely delighted to be 
receiving this award. 


@ Wheelsure chief executive 
officer Gerhard Dod! 
receives Brake’s Vehicle 
Safety Invention Award. 


Our first year in business has 
been tremendously exciting and 
rewarding, from the product 
trials through to the launch and 
then onto sales development. 
But to be able to celebrate 
our first anniversary with this 
achievement is fantastic.” 


Secure fuel management 


The Optimum.PC system de- 
signed by SSL, enables fuel man- 
agement control with automatic 
number plate recognition. 

The system works with Triscan 
Fuel Management and CitySync 
Automatic Number Plate Rec- 
ognition. Each terminal supports 
up to four fuel pumps and allows 
authorised vehicles to draw fuel 
by checking the vehicle registra- 
tion plate against an approved 
list. SSLs Optimum.PC does not 
require special number plates, 
keys or tags. 

Optimum.PC is suitable for 


single or multiple site use, says 
Sons 

“All the software has been de- 
signed to be both straightforward 
and easy to use, says SSL direc- 
tor John Ashley. “A wide range 
of reports are available, ranging 
from general fuel usage through 
to vehicle access times. It is ex- 
tremely user friendly and enables 
you to access the information 
quickly and easily. It was very 
well received at the recent Coach 
& Bus 2004 show”. 


i) www.s-s-/.com 


Moseley stretches spraying facilities 


TO meet the needs of longer 
vehicles Moseley PCV _ has 
extended its spraybooth facilities. 
The installation was carried out 
by Beta Automotive which is also 
providing regular maintenance 
support. 

Extending the existing 
spraybooth was necessary to 
accommodate the new _ longer 
length, rigid, 2-axle vehicles 
allowed since the change in 
legislation. 

Moseley PCV general manager 
Mike Coleman says: “Our 
spraybooth was 16 metres long 
which was fine for the 12-metre 
vehicles, but obviously to work 


on the new 15-metre models, 
we needed a bigger booth. 

“The contract was put out 
to tender and we chose Beta 
because it offered a complete 
one-stop-shop service. The 
Beta team was able to handle 
everything from changing the 
air pipe on the compressor to 
carrying out electrical work and 
actually extending the booth. 
That was a very attractive 
proposition because we didn’t 
have to find additional specialists 
to do the ancillary work.” 

The installation was 
carried within a week out to 
minimise downtime. 


SOE/IRTE welcomes parliamentary 
debate on vehicle licensing 


THE Society of Operations 
Engineers has welcomed a 
call from Labour MP Chris 
Ruane for formal regulation of 
the garage servicing industry 
through regulation and licensing. 
Ruane’s proposal focuses on the 
passenger car market, but SOE 
believes it also has implications 
for the PCV and commercial 
vehicle sectors. 

“Although Mr Ruane’s bill 
specifically addresses the car 


industry, we see any move 
to improve standards and 
confidence in the vehicle 


industry as a positive step,’ 
says SOE chief executive Tracey 
Shelley. ‘We have long been 
calling for mandatory licensing of 
the commercial vehicle industry; 
however, we have viewed it as a 
long-term goal. | am delighted 
that other sectors of the road 


transport industry are now 
recognising the importance of 
licensing and are joining us in 
calling for action,’ she continues. 

SOE’s IRTE Professional 
Sector runs the IRTEC Licensing 
Scheme for mechanics and 
technicians. 

IRTEC tests the scope of a 
mechanic’s knowledge through 
both practical and theoretical 
tests and ensures that candidates 
are up-to-date and adhere to 
safe working procedures. IRTEC 
operates in the heavy vehicle 
(over 7.5t), light vehicle (under 
7.5t), hybrid (both light and 
heavy goods vehicles) and the 
bus and coach sectors. The 
scheme is currently voluntary 
and licences are renewable after 
a maximum of 5 years. 


i) www. irtec.org. uk 


Composite 


COMPAK has begun supplying 
an all-composite version of 
its manual access ramp. The 
project has taken around 12 
months longer to complete than 
envisaged, according to Compak, 
due to complex structure of the 
sophisticated moulds needed to 
form the ramp sections. 

“We wanted to create as 
much of the ramp as possible 
during the pressing; including 


the anti-slip surface,” says 
Lee Allen, Compak managing 
director. “While — ultimately 


this substantially reduces final 
assembly time it did mean 
protracted delays in getting the 
moulds absolutely correct.” 
Previously comprising a ramp 
platform manufactured in GRP 


structure for Compak 


pivoting on a steel floor pan, both 
sections are now constructed by 
compressing a hot composite 
material into moulds using a 
1,500 ton press. Following the 
pressing the operating handle, 
pivot pins and handle retaining 
clip (which are also corrosion 
resistant) are attached together 
with a contrasting band of anti- 
slip material around the ramp 


perimeter. 
Compak is now handling a 
number of enquiries relating 


to the new range of low-floor 
minibuses. “l believe we will 
experience a substantial uptake 
for the ramp in this market,” says 
Allen. “We exhibited at the recent 
CTA show where a large number 
of vehicle builders expressed a 
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positive interest in the fact that 
it is supplied in cassette format 
with location points that are pre- 
formed in the floor pan during 
pressing to ensure consistent 
pitch and position.” 

To guarantee the ramp 
offers customers longevity in 
performance simulating __ life 
cycles of 5,000 deployments 
were carried out. The platform 
and floor pan were also subjected 
to a wheelchair loading equal to 
1,000kg. 

In anticipation of an increase 
in demand from European 
manufacturers the ramp can be 
installed on either right- or left- 
hand drive vehicles. 


@ Compak’s new all-composite 
manual access ramp. 


i) Compak Ramps 
0208 858 3781 


gives you twice the value. More quality 

editorial and more sales opportunities. 
And backed by the industry’s premier website 
- www.busandcoach.com - Bus and Coach 
Professional now leads the way for in-depth 
news coverage and analysis. 

Our fortnightly frequency has proved a huge 
hit amongst readers and advertisers and has 
positioned us as the leading management title 
in the industry. 

And not content with producing the best 
magazine, we've also got a whole family of titles 
to keep you informed and entertained. 

www.busandcoach.com is the clear number 
one website for industry news and features. 
Delivering regular updates from the Bus and 
Coach Professional news team, it is also 
accompanied by an email bulletin service to 
subscribers. 

Coach Tourism Professional is our monthly 
title addressing the specific concerns of the 
coaching sector with business-led features on 
industry people, places and opportunities. 

Plus there are two fantastic yearbooks. 
The Bus and Coach Professional Yearbook with 
its acclaimed industry buyers’ guide including 
details of all the latest vehicle offerings; and 
the Coach Tourism Handbook which offers an 
easy-to-use gazetteer of tourism destinations 
and contacts. 


aT HE fortnightly Bus and Coach Professional 


To ensure you get your regular copy, go to: 


www.busandcoach.com 


AND 
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Why Polybush? 


Pothole: peed bump 
wear on your suspension? 
Polyurethane bushes have greater 
strength and durability providing extended 
bush life and more importantly reduced 
workshop time. 


Polybush are the leading manufacturer of 
long lasting bushes for the Bus & Coach 
market. 


Our Range includes: 
Daf SB & DB 


Sprinter, 0305, 0404 
Leyland (Tiger, Lynx, National, Titan) 
Dennis (Dart, Javelin, Lance, Trident) 

Volvo (B12, B10, Bé, B7) 
Scania (94, 112, 113 & 124 series) 
Optare Metrorider 


If you-come-c ‘ ql 
often then contact Polybush 
Telephone: +44 (0) 1978 664316 
Fax: +44 (0) 1978 661190 
Email: Sales@polybush.co.uk 
www.polybush.co.uk 


We can help solve your problems! 


www.polybush.co.uk 
Clywedog Road South, Wrexham Industrial Estate, Wrexham LL13 9XS, UK. 
Tel: +44(0) 1978 664316 Fax: +44(0)1978 661190 
Email: sales@polybush.co.uk 


All Lothian buses 
that can be used on 
Fastlink carry yellow 
diamonds with the 
letter ‘G’ in the front 
windscreen and the 
fleet numbers now 
carry a G suffix. 


b 
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DRIVING ON THE 
EDINBURGH BUSWAY 


Gavin Booth 


RIVING on a_ guided 

busway is a very different 

experience to driving on 
normal roads, as | discovered 
when | sat in on a training 
session for Lothian Buses staff 
who will be working on routes 
using the new 1.5km Fastlink 
guided busway. The route was 
opened last week by transport 
secretary Alistair Darling, and 
forms the centrepiece of the 
West Edinburgh Busway System 
(WEBS), to be known in future as 
Fastlink. Over 100 drivers on the 
company’s single-deck rota were 
being trained for the December 
launch as the first route on the 
guideway is the high-frequency 
single-deck 22, worked by a 
batch of 30 Volvo B7RLEs with 
Wrightbus Eclipse Urban bodies, 
bought specially for the new 
facility. Double-deck route 2 will 


use the guideway from a date 
early in 2005, and 20 TransBus 
Trident/Presidents are also being 
fitted with guidewheels for this. 

Lothian’s Owen Boyle 
introduced drivers to the guideway 
concept, the first in Scotland 
and the longest continuous 
guided busway in Britain. He 
showed diagrams of the 2.6m- 
wide channel and photos of the 
guidewheels fitted to the selected 
vehicles. All Lothian buses that 
can be used on Fastlink carry 
yellow diamonds with the letter 
‘@’ in the front windscreen and 
the fleetnumbers now carry a 
G suffix. Internal notices in the 
driver’s cab indicate whether 
or not the bus is suitable for 
guideway use. 

In addition to normal checks, 
drivers have to make a visual 
check of the guidewheels for 
wear to the arms or the wheel, 


and gently kick the edge of both 
guidewheel tyres to check that 
the wheel is not seized or the 
bearing damaged. If there is 
any doubt they are instructed 
to seek guidance before leaving 
the depot. 

Drivers are warned to be aware 
of the extra width resulting from 
the sideways projection«of the 
guidewheels, in relation to 
pedestrians, cyclists and other 
vehicles, and squeezing through 
tight situations. The danger of 
hitting a solid object, which 
could wrest the steering from the 
driver's hands, was particularly 
emphasised, and drivers have 
to visually check for any damage 
before proceeding. 

Boyle pointed out a particular 
danger, where a_ guidewheel 
goes over a kerb and the kerb 
height increases, wedging the 
guidewheel and forcing the 
steering to the left. 

On the guideway, though, 
Boyle said that drivers would be 
“facing alien circumstances” and 
that a totally different driving 
culture had to be adopted. 
Moving from a normal roadway 
on to the guideway, drivers would 
meet an entry funnel that had to 
be approached at no more than 
20mph; Boyle suggested 10- 
15mph would be fast enough. 

A straight approach was 
desirable and red markings and 
reflectors on the right indicate 
the start of the guideway proper. 
Drivers have to gently engage 
the right-hand guidewheel and 
would feel the bus straightening 
as it entered the guideway. 


They were warned never to 
wrap their fingers round the 
steering wheel, but rest their 
palms lightly on the rim. The 
accelerator and brake would 
control the bus, and Boyle 
underlined the need to drive 
within the limits of straight-line 
braking ability, as drivers would 
be unable to swerve to avoid a 
problem. 

The speed limits on Fastlink 
are 20mph at the entry funnels 
and at pedestrian crossings, and 
30mph on all other sections. 
Boyle warned that Lothian 
would be out using their 
hand-held speed camera to check 
speeds. The guideway comes 
within the legal jurisdiction 
of the Rail Inspectorate as 
far as the infrastructure and 
operation of it are concerned, 
and British Transport Police are 
also involved. 

Lothian’s instructions to 
drivers also cover breakdowns 
on the guideway, where drivers 
are told to switch on hazard 
lights and contact control staff 
at the company’s Central depot, 
who will advise other buses of 
the problem. Passengers are to 


be advised to stay on the bus 
if this is safe until assistance 
arrives when passengers will be 
escorted to the nearest halt. In 
the event of fire, drivers are to 
evacuate the bus, avoiding the 
other carriageway. 

After this thorough briefing 
there was a chance to drive 
on the new guideway myself. 
Lothian’s Kenny Campbell had 
arranged to use one of the 
guidewheel-fitted Tridents, and 
we were accompanied by Martin 
Platts, senior driving instructor 
at Arriva’s Wakefield depot, 
who was heavily involved in the 
pioneering East Leeds busway. 


Continued on Page 20> 
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The new 1.5km West 
Edinburgh guided 
busway forms the 
centrepiece of the 
West Edinburgh 
Busway System 
(WEBS), to be known 
in future as FastLink. 
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Continued from Page 19 


You take your hands off the steering wheel 
as the bus crosses the gap in the guideway 
kerbs at light-controlled crossings, and avoid 
braking, which could cause the bus to veer 
to one side. The hands-off instruction was 
well founded; as the bus re-engages with the 
guidekerb the steering wheel can move quite 
forcibly, and could injure the driver. 
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Lothian had taken a B7RLE 
and a Trident to Yorkshire 
to try them on the Leeds 
system, and Platts had been 
sent to Edinburgh to share his 
experience with Lothian staff. 
Kenny Campbell drove the bus 
to the end of the guideway and 
back again, demonstrating how 
to approach the guideway, and 
the procedure at stops — bus halts 
as they should be described. 
Passenger access to these halts 
from adjacent houses and offices 
is by pathways, and the halts 
are staggered on either side of 
pedestrian crossings. The light- 
controlled crossings mean that 
there is a break in the guideway 
kerbs, and Campbell explained 
the procedure for driving through 
this short gap. You take your 
hands off the steering wheel 
as the bus crosses the gap, he 
said, and avoid braking, which 
could cause the bus to veer to 
one side. 
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The hands-off instruction was 
well founded; as the bus re- 
engages with the guidekerb the 
steering wheel can move quite 
forcibly, and could injure the 
driver. 

The other consideration was 
leaving the busway to rejoin 
the normal road. Here the road 
surface changes from concrete 
to tarmac and as the changeover 
point is approached drivers are 
told to hold the wheel as they 
normally would, but not to steer 
until clear of the guideway. 

Then it was my turn. Like the 
Lothian drivers at the training 
session | was apprehensive 
about the guideway experience, 
and approached it cautiously, but 
once the bus was fully engaged, 
| had to resist the natural instinct 
to grasp the steering wheel, and 
particularly at the pedestrian 
crossing gaps | had to be 
reminded to take my hands off 
the wheel. 


On the guideway itself there 
was a bit of lateral movement 
- Owen Boyle had used the 
very expressive Scottish term 
‘shoogling’ - but this was 
more apparent to the driver 
than to passengers on the bus. 
Braking for bus halts was easy, 
with a clear boarding point for 
passengers. The height of the 
passenger platform at 200mm 
is 20mm higher than the normal 
guidekerb, so kneeling should be 
unnecessary and use of the ramp 
is forbidden as it could foul the 
kerb. Leaving the guideway is 
again straightforward, and use 
of the mirrors and the change 
in road surface tell you when 
normal driving is to be resumed. 

The £10million — Fastlink 
scheme also includes a range 
of other bus priority measures, 
including around two miles of 
new greenways west of the city 
centre towards the busway as 
well as road widening to create a 


@ Transport secretary Alistair Darling cuts the ribbon to formally open Edinburgh’s Fastlink. 


new three-quarter mile inbound 
greenway. Bus-only gates and 
kiss-and-ride facilities have also 
been provided at Hermiston 
Gait, by the city bypass. The 
actual guided busway section 
of the scheme cost £7million 
and the extensive additional 
‘on-street, off-busway’ elements 
of the scheme the balance of 
£3million. 

Fastlink is the more practical 
successor to the previous CERT 
scheme that collapsed in 2000 
when the preferred bidder, 
FirstBus, pulled out just before 
construction started. CERT 
would have involved longer 
sections of guided busway and a 
single dedicated operator. 

The Fastlink guideway is 
available to any  operator’s 
buses that meet age and quality 
standards and are fitted with 


suitable guidewheels. 4 


Drivers are warned to be aware of the extra 
width resulting from the sideways projection 
of the guidewheels, in relation to pedestrians, 
cyclists and other vehicles, and squeezing 
through tight situations. 
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If you care 
about passenger 
Safety, put your 
trust in Unwin. 


1 


With today’s busy roads, it’s more important than ever for passengers to feel safe, secure 


and comfortable when travelling. 


As pioneers of safer travel for wheelchair users for over 35 years, Unwin have the widest range of 
specialist safety equipment available, all designed and manufactured to the highest possible standard and 


backed by an unprecedented level of technical support. 


So if passenger safety is your priority, talk to the experts, talk to Unwin. 


www.unwin-safety.com e 
Bar In 


Tel: +44 (0) 1935 827740 


WORKSHOP LIFTS 


us and coach service and 
me repair workshops with 

insufficient space could do 
worse than take a close look at 
using mobile column lifts. 

When not in use they can be 
pushed into a corner, out of the 
way; something you can’t do with 
permanently installed pits or lifts. 
When they’re needed they can be 
set up wherever there’s a three- 
phase power supply — it may 
be possible to use single phase 
instead -— and that includes 
outside if you've got a sufficiently 
substantial concrete pad. 

Using them to support a vehicle 
that’s being pressure-washed 
won't be a problem just so long 
as they’ve been built to the IP65 
pressure washer standard. 

Just one person is required to 
move the columns in most cases, 
even though they may weigh 
from 400kg to 500kg. 

Because they’re movable 
they're suitable for a vehicle of 


Steve Banner reviews the options available to the 
operator looking to install a workshop lift. 


any wheelbase, and if you move 
depots, you can take them with 
you. Acquire longer vehicles, and 
all you need to do is add extra 
columns to the set. 

Price is another advantage. A 
22-tonne capacity four-column 
electromechanical mobile 
column lift will set you back 
as little as £7,000, while one 
capable of raising 30 tonnes can 
cost approximately £8,500. 

“That compares with over 
£20,000 for a fixed lift of the 
same capacity,” observes Phil 
Stockford of Phil Stockford 
Garage Equipment. 

If even £7,000 is too much, 
then it’s worth noting that 
a number of suppliers offer 
reconditioned mobile column 
sets. 

“As well aS new ones we can 
provide reconditioned mobile 
column lifts for from £6,000 to 
£7,000 that will raise from 12 to 
28 tonnes,” says James Radford, 


sales director at Somers. “We 
replace all the load-bearing 
components and provide a six 
month parts and labour warranty 
along with a test certificate. 

“That compares with the 
12 month warranty we offer 
on new column lifts,” he 
continues. “We extend that to 
two years — ten years on load- 
bearing components — if the 
customer signs a full service and 
maintenance contract.” 

Somers Vehicle Lifts and sister 
company Totalkare have just been 
acquired by their management 


from troubled parent Triapt. The 
new business will be known 
as Somers Totalkare. It plans 
to launch a range of new lifts. 
Parts and service support for the 
existing range will continue to be 
maintained, says Radford, and all 
outstanding orders for the current 
lift line-up will be fulfilled. 

As well as selling them Somers 
can supply column lifts on 


> Continued on Page 24 


contract hire, and even on short- 
term rental. 

Column lifts do have their 
drawbacks. They take a while 
to deploy — and an expensive 
technician’s time can be put 
to better use - and because 
they support the wheels, it’s 
not possible for a fitter to work 
wheel-free. 

One way around this is to use 
the lift to place the vehicle on 
axle stands, then bring it back 
to lower it to the ground once 
the work has been completed. 
At £850 apiece stands are 
admittedly cheaper than lifts, but 
again this takes time. 

What’s more, once a bus or 
coach is positioned on stands, 
its working height is fixed. That’s 
awkward if the technician needs 
to raise or lower it a little. 

The ability to work wheel-free 
by using a jacking beam is of 
course one of the advantages of 
using four- and six-post lifts. 
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Pushing column lifts about 
means that you may end up 
trailing cable all over the place. 
There’s always the risk that 
somebody will trip over it, and 
injure themselves. 

If space is a worry, but column 
lifts aren’t felt to be the right 
choice, then it may be worth 
thinking about installing a lift that 
fits almost or completely flush to 
the floor. The area it occupies can 
be put to other uses when the lift 
is not needed. 

“In-ground lifts usually use 
two hydraulic rams to raise the 
bus or coach,” explains Clive 
Bogg, sales executive at garage 
equipment supplier Gemco. “The 
second one can be moved along 
according to the wheelbase of 
the vehicle, but the front one is 
fixed. 

“We offer this type of lift with 
a capacity of from 16 to 90 
tonnes,” he continues. “Because 
it’s not being moved about, 
heavy-duty rams with a cylinder 
diameter of as much as 200mm 
can be specified, and it’s wheel- 
free.” 

The main drawback is the 
installation cost. “You’ve got to 
dig a big hole in the ground,” he 
observes. 

As a consequence the total 
price could be two to three times 
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that of a column lift of equivalent 
capacity. That said, it may be 
possible to install it in an existing 
pit that’s outlived its usefulness, 
then fill the rest of the pit in. 

Once it’s in place an in-ground 
lift is less likely to suffer damage 
than ts above-the-ground 
counterparts, and is likely to last 
for a remarkably long time, Bogg 
contends. 

“The hydraulic system is 
enclosed and protected from 
dirt, so that helps,” he says. “In- 
ground lifts are certainly more 
durable than four/six poster lifts 
or column lifts.” 

Post-type lifts can be recessed 
into the floor too if needs be, 
as can parallelogram-style lifts, 
says Simon Laffoley, UK national 
account manager at Stertil. 

“Our range includes 
parallelogram lifts that will raise 
up to 52 tonnes,” he says. “They 
can be joined together to lift 
bendibuses.” 

MAHA’s new SL scissor lift can 
be installed above or below floor 
level, and is capable of coping 
with weights of from 10 to 40 
tonnes. 

No matter what type of lift 
you choose, health and safety 
requirements must be observed, 
says the Garage Equipment 
Association (GEA). 


From 16 to 26 Tonne Capacity 


Available Ex Stock from 


£6995+vat 
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Lifts must be commissioned 


and maintained in line with 
Sections 5 and 6 of BS7980, and 
the Provision and Use of Work 
Equipment Regulations 1998 
and the Lifting Operations and 
Lifting Equipment Regulations 
1998 apply. The latter requires 
them to be thoroughly inspected 
once every six months by ‘a 
competent person’. 

He or she will almost certainly 
be a fully qualified workshop lift 
engineer. 

London-based Brentons is one 
coach firm that’s just invested in 
some new mobile column lifts. 

It's acquired four sets made by 
Somers, each one of which has a 
30 tonne capacity. Two of them 
can be used in conjunction with 
a pressure washer. 

“We like the fact that we can 
use them wherever we like,” 
Says engineering manager, Chris 
Prowse. “We've got small-wheel 
adapters so that they can be 
used to lift lighter vehicles if 
needs be, and we regularly use 
them to place vehicles we're 


Pits may 
represent the only 
solution if your 
workshop has a 
low ceiling, and 
nowhere outside 
where vehicles can 
be worked on. Use 
a lift under those 
circumstances, and 
you're liable to find 
that your bus or 
coach will disappear 
through the roof. 
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GEMCO Equipment Ltd. Ny 
153-165 Bridge Street, 
Northampton NN1 1QG 
www.gemco.co.uk 


Tel: 01604 828 600 


Fax: 01604 609 672 EQUIPMENT 


email: 
Sales@gemco.co.uk Member of the STENH@] Group 


Stenhoj Mobile Column Lifts 


* Reliable, safe, low maintenance hydraulic units. 
, (No costly Load nuts and Screws to replace) 

* Easy to move round workshop or yard. 
mee a * 30t capacity set of 4 * 45t capacity set of 6 

“a * Can be operated as a set, singly, or in pairs. 

* Options include, wheel adaptors, trailer 

5 4 cross beam, and high axle stands. 

¥ * Call Gemco Equipment on 01604 828 600 
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AUTOLIFT UK PIT JACKS 


¢ Standard sizes for pit widths between 800- 
1200mm other sizes made to order. 

¢ Needle bearing rollers, parallel 
wheels standard, tapered to order. 

* Double acting rams, 400mm stroke 
(8 Tonne 350mm) using chrome plated 
rams and the latest seal technology allow 
ing us to give a THREE YEAR Warranty. 

* Both air and manual pit jacks have an air 
over oil powered ram advance and retract 
allowing the rams to quickly reach the load 
or lower out of the way. 

* Each unit is fully tested, marked with a 


13 Tonne 
Air operated 
Pit Jack 


serial number and supplied with a test * 8 Tonne Manual Operation £ 1,195.00 
certificate. * 13 Tonne Manual Operation £ 1,420.00 
* Non standard jacks made to special order © 20T M 10 : £ 1.520.00 
may be more expensive than standard onne' manual Operation oan 
prices quoted on right. 
+ Jacking beams to suit 4 post lifts also ¢ 8 Tonne Air Operation £ 1,495.00 
available. ¢ 13 Tonne Air Operation £ 1,810.00 
* To order or for further information call * 20 Tonne Air Operation £ 1.950.00 


GEMCO EQUIPMENT on 01604 828 600 Prices Exclude VAT and Carriage. Carriage costs depend on postcode. 


BM Mobile Brake Tester. Arrival on ie to pt I in 15 minutes! 


1BM Mobile brake testers are 
now the most popular mobile 
Roller Brake Tester in the UK. 
Can be used inside or out with 
many of the options of a_ fixed 
RBT. Both units pictured are in 
use as an alternative to a con- 
}ventional RBT. This model is 
| /_| also in use by VOSA at roadside 
é testing areas where it is 

| unloaded from a trailer and is in 
juse within 15 minutes of arrival. 


No groundworks are required to use a BM Mobile Brake Tester. The 
unit is portable and is especially useful if you have a fleet over more 
than one operating centre. 


CALL GEMCO EQUIPMENT 01604 828 600 


For Eire and N.Ireland Call our BELFAST Office 02890 772666 


working on on stands. 

“They take a while to set up, 
but they’re easy to move about, 
and we can easily relocate them 
to another site should we wish 
10:" 

The fleet includes 16 coaches, 
and Brentons takes on third party 
servicing work too. 

So where does all this leave the 
humble pit? Lift manufacturers 
are of course quick to point out 
its drawbacks, including the risk 
that somebody will drive a vehicle 
into it, or tumble in and hurt 
themselves, if the correct safety 
precautions aren’t observed. 

Pits do have their advantages 
however. Maintenance is 
minimal, and they’re invaluable 
in situations where you need to 
have somebody working beneath 
a vehicle, and somebody above 
it. 

They may represent the only 
solution if your workshop has 
a low ceiling, and nowhere 
outside where vehicles can be 
worked on. Use a lift under those 


circumstances, and you’re liable 
to find that your bus or coach will 
disappear through the roof. 

Premier Pits provides 
prefabricated steel pits delivered 
to a site in one piece, and 
equipped with an_ integral 
straight jacking rail. They can 
also be fitted with electrically 
operated covers made from 
heavy-duty aluminium plates 
that link together to form a fully 
retractable belt. 

Options include fluorescent 
lights, recesses to house 
equipment, and _ full-width 
steps and — because they’re 
prefabricated — many of these 
pits can be taken out and 
installed in new premises. 

“We've managed to transform 
vehicle pits from being dirty, 
damp holes in the ground into 
sophisticated pieces of workshop 
equipment,” says the company. 
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A 22-tonne 
capacity four-column 
electromechanical 
mobile column 

lift will set you 

back as little as 
£7,000, while one 
capable of raising 

30 tonnes can 

cost approximately 


£8,500. a9 


fails In-ground 


lifts usually use 

two hydraulic rams 
to raise the bus or 
coach. The second 
one can be moved 
along according to 
the wheelbase of the 
vehicle, but the front 
one is fixed. 

Clive Bogg, Gemco. 


Contacts 


GEA 

01327 312616 
www.gea.co.uk 
Gemco 

01604 828600 
www.gemco.co.uk 
MAHA 

01945 476663 
www.maha.co.uk 
Oakmain 

01495 248877 
www.oakmain.co.uk 
Phil Stockford Garage 
Equipment 

0151 609 1007 
Premier Pits 
01775 821222 
www. premierpits. 
mbefabs.com 
Somers 

0121 585 2700 
www.somers-vl.co.uk 
Stertil 

0870 770 0471 
www.stertiluk.com 
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Mobile Columns for LIFTING - Trucks : Buses & other HGV transport & 


3 CONFIGURATIONS 4 , 6 & 8 GIVING VERY FLEXIBLE TONNAGE LIFTING 


Lease price 
Syears 


Part number Our Offer price 


alectro - mechanical 
OAK MC 2621 
\(4 X BS500KGS 


Commercial HGV / Roller Brake Testers 


° sa o so 
we 1 — _ 


Capacity options to test up to 20000kgs 


| Set of 4 gives 
£8995.00 | £51.90 p.w ee gapecky i, 


COMPACT OR SPLIT- BED VERSIONS AVAILIBLE 


| COMMERCIAL PIT JACK- BEAMS | 


ran Eopacity 


PART NUMBER 


| OFFER PRICE 
E _OAK OAK 20 JB £ 1695. 00 
OAK 20 JB Air | £48 895. 00. 


Options 
- Printer 
- weighbridge 
- ovality & imbalance 
- chassis load simulator 


_OAKCB99 | £ 1 2995. 00 £74.90 p.w 


Suitable ° for cars to trucks - 


Play Detectors 


[Part number Our Ofter price 


OAK GST150 | £5995.00 


Easy checking of 
Steering components 


| @ 18 tonne axle weight 


@ Automatic Operation 
Programs 


MEM ) | 
Key Used by HGV/PSV 
VI TESTING STATIONS 


LIFT) PIT JACK BEAMS 
CLASS 4 & 7 


| | PART NUMBER | OFFER PRICE | 


2 Post Hasciens Lifts 7 


VANS/LGVS 


DESIGNED FOR “Long Wheel Base” 


1g Capacity 
up to 


SoooKgs) 


Part number 
SERIES 


ALL PRICES ARE EXCLUSIVE 


_OAK 1.8SCJB_ £ 449.00 - 
_OAK 2, 6SCJB £ 599.00 > 
[ NOTE FINANCE RATES QUOTED ; — 
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SUBJECT TO STATUS 


_ SPEC SIFICS ATION 15 A HID DESC =PIPTIC HIS THIS BRC SCHURE & PE ¢ SVEN IS SOOD F* MH BUT May CHAIIC SE WITH( 


The SGakmaiva sii 


= et 207 Fr, 50156 


OUT NOTICE A1ID DO HOT FO PMA ITY PAPT OF & 


OF VAT AND SUEUEer TO 
AVAILABILITY 
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Newport 
employs its own 
painters who also 
double as body 
builders - it handles 
99 per cent of all 
repair work in- 
house - and each of 
the fleet’s 85-plus 
vehicles is repainted 
every two-and-a-half 
to three years. 


‘ 
, 
, 
« 


ody shops have installed 
B=: impressive — and 

expensive -— equipment 
over the past few years in a bid 
to improve paint finishes. Spray 
booths and spraying systems are 
all far more sophisticated than 
ever before, and the technology 
employed is likely to get even 
better. 

So why do so many bus 
operators still persist — in 
refinishing their vehicles using 
nothing more advanced than a 
pot of paint and a brush? 

That's certainly the approach 
adopted by Newport Transport, 
says managing director Trevor 
Roberts, and he makes no 
apologies for it. 

“It gives us a high quality 
finish,” he states. “Spray paint 
might be quicker, but | doubt the 
results would be as good.” 

Newport employs its own 
painters who also double as 
body builders — it handles 99 per 
cent of all repair work in-house 
— and each of the fleet’s 85-plus 
vehicles is repainted every two- 


NN a 


and-a-half to three years. 

“The quality of the paintwork is 
so high that they could probably 
last for another year if they had 
to,” says Roberts. He’d prefer to 
stick with the existing repainting 
programme however. 

“The appearance of our 
vehicles and the impression 
they make when they're out on 
the road is so very important,” 
he says. 

Painting something the size of 
a bus by hand obviously can’t 
be done in five minutes, and 
the need for the paint to dry 
lengthens the time the vehicle 
spends off the road. “That’s not 
too big an issue for us though 
because we carry a slightly higher 
number of spare buses than the 
big groups,” he remarks. 

If it went the spray paint route 
and continued to handle the work 
in-house, Newport would have to 
install a spray booth, Roberts 
points out. “That’s not something 
our site would lend itself to,” he 
observes; and it would of course 
cost money. 
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Whilst modern paint 
industry experts shun the 
humble paintbrush, many 
operators find that it still 
suits them in terms of 
cost and flexibility. 

Steve Banner reports. 


rush 
Strokes 


“However we have got a 
separate paint shop,” he says. 

Having the necessary skills 
available in-house made _ it 
possible for Newport to convert 
a double-decker for open-topped 
sightseeing work last year. 

“We removed the roof, and 
painted the whole vehicle in 
sightseeing red,” he says. “We're 
really proud of it, but | don’t think 
we'd have done it if we’d had to 
put the work out. 

“Using our own people allows 
us to keep better control of costs, 
and gives us flexibility too.” 

Blackburn Transport aims to 
repaint its buses once every 
three years. It’s a plan that’s 
been disrupted recently however 
by the disposal of several old 
vehicles and the acquisition 
of a number of second-hand 
Olympians, says operations 
director, Jim Hilton. 

“We got them from all over the 
place — some came from London 
— and we had to repaint them in 
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our colours,” he says. 

While some of Blackburn's 
repainting work is handled by 
local third party body shop S & 
T - a subsidiary of East Lancs 
Coachbuilders — it also employs 
an in-house painter. Again, 
brush-painting rules so far as 
work carried out internally is 
concerned. 

“It's easy and it’s convenient, 
especially when it comes to 
repairs,” says Hilton. “The 
trouble with spray booths is that 
you've got to have the space.” 

Ease of repair is vitally 
important to Blackburn, as it is 
to any bus operator. 

“With cars parked all over the 
place, on double yellow lines and 
at bus stops, our drivers have 
to contend with some difficult 
conditions,” he says. “We try 
to keep the fleet as tidy as we 
can, so when we get low speed 
bumps, they have to be attended 
to.” 


Like Blackburn Transport, 
Swindon’s Thamesdown 
Transport puts a lot of its 


repainting work out to third 
parties, but brush-paints the 25 
buses it uses for school contract 
work at its own premises. 

“We can cope with that,” says 
managing director John Owen. 
“If we repainted our 90-odd 
service buses ourselves too then 
I'd need a lot more staff than |’ve 


got now.” 
Nexa Autocolour commercial 
vehicle marketing manager, 


Steve Mitchell, politely doubts 
whether a brush finish can ever 
be quite as good as one that’s 
been sprayed on. “Spraying gives 
you very fine atomisation of the 
paint, and that’s something you 
simply don’t get when you use a 
brush,” he contends. 

“What's more, a brush will only 
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allow you to do solid colours.” 
Brushing on a metallic paint 
simply wouldn't be practical. 

“It's quicker to spray on paint 
than use a brush, and sprayed- 
on two-pack paint dries harder,” 
says Tony Briggs, proprietor of 
Port Talbot based James Coach 
Painters. “The shine lasts longer 
too.” 

“Sprayed-on two-pack is by 
far the best finish,” says S & 
T managing director, Bernard 
Hunt. “It’s a bit like a resin, and 
will retain its gloss for about five 
years if it’s washed correctly. 

“Brush-painting is cheaper, but 
the finish may look dull after 12 
to 18 months.” 

Spray paint does have some 
drawbacks however, Mitchell 
concedes. Aside from the need to 
invest in the necessary facilities 
— a spray booth big enough 
to accommodate a double 
decker could cost £150,000 to 
£200,000 according to leading 
refinishers — you get overspray. 
That’s something you clearly 
don’t suffer from if you wield a 
brush. 

Furthermore, the process 
generates emissions that have to 
be controlled. That means that 
there are always going to be 
environmental and health 
and safety concerns. 

“People spraying 
paint have to use air-fed 
masks to ensure they 
are breathing fresh 
air all the time,” says 
Hunt. 

“It requires a lot 
more preparation work 
as well,” says Briggs. 

“You need to do a lot 
of masking of windows and 
so on. If you use a brush, 
then hardly any masking is 
required.” 


He estimates that it takes 
roughly a week to brush-paint 
a double decker. Spray-painting 
a brand-new one would take 
approximately two days, 
including all the masking up, 
rising to from three to four days 
to respray one that’s seen a few 
years of service. 

There’s one fundamental 
problem with brush painting 
however, says Briggs. The skills 
required to do it properly are 
gradually disappearing. 

“There probably won't be 
anybody around who is capable 
of doing it in ten years time,” he 
predicts. “There aren’t all that 
many good brush painters about 
now.” 

“If our skilled people retired, 
then we might have to rethink 
our whole approach,” says 
Roberts. “It was having two of 
our painters retire at the same 
time that prompted us to look at 
putting a lot of our work out,” says 
Owen. 


The skills 
required to do brush 
painting properly 
are gradually 
disappearing. There 
probably won't be 
anybody around who 
is capable of doing 
it in ten years time. 
There aren't all that 
many good brush 
painters about now. 
Tony Briggs, James 
Coach Painters. 
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JAMES COACH PAINTERS 


For all your Coach Building, Repairs and Repaint Facilities with 
over 25 years experience in the service 


Location 
Situated between Cardiff and Swansea in South Wales we are based only 11/, miles from the Mg and 
therefore in an ideal position for convenient access. 


a Paint Scheme 

= We carry out various types of work fabricating our own panels where possible from a single 
panel to a completely re-panelled vehicle. This work can be from a minibus to a full size 

coach and all work can be carried out in our fully equipped workshop and spray booth. 


We have our own in-house metal cutters, folder, rollers and paint mixing scheme where we 
are able to produce almost any colour required by our customers. 


We provide a fast and efficient service and appreciate that a vehicle off the road is a loss 
of revenue and where necessary we offer a 24 hr repair service in order to get a vehicle 
repaired as soon as possible. 


BELOW ARE SOME OF THE VEHICLES WE HAVE PAINTED FOR CUSTOMERS:- 


We also have available Mercedes 811’s and 814’s. All vehicles are fully renovated with various MOT including 
new floors and new steelwork where necessary. Complete interior refurbishment including roof and sides. 
Can be modified to your own specification, i.e. boot fitted, seatbelts, racks etc. Supplied in white but can be 
painted to your customer’s specification. Manual or automatic. Prices start from £10,000 


BEFORE REFURBISHMENT AFTER REFURBISHMENT MERCEDES RESPRAYED 


, 


JAMES COACH PAINTERS 


Unit 1 Endeavour Close, Purcell Avenue, Port Talbot SA12 7PT 
Tel: 01639 888840 - Fax: 01639 888840 


www.jamescoachpainters.co.uk - Email: info@jamescoachpainters.co.uk 


Not that the skills involved 
in spray painting should be 
underestimated, says Hunt. 

“Spraying a big vehicle with 
a metallic paint for instance is 
a particularly demanding task 
because the entire surface has 
to be kept constantly wet,” he 
points out. “If it isn’t, then you 
end up with shadows.” 

“I really think that the future 
lies with booths and two-pack 
paint that’s sprayed on,” says 
Mitchell. 

“Increasingly too we'll be 
talking about water-borne paint 
on environmental grounds,” he 
continues. “Water-borne base 
coats are common now, and clear 


coats and direct glosses are very 
much heading in that direction.” 

As Hunt points out, if you’ve 
gone to the trouble of having your 
buses repainted regularly, then 
it’s a pity not to keep them spick 
and span. What you don’t want 
to do however is apply an overly 
aggressive cleaning chemical, 
says WashTec. 

It advises the use of a 
PH neutral product such as 
Transclean 2, a _ detergent 
designed for use in automatic 
brush washes. Use one with a 
high alkaline content day after 
day, and the paint surface may 
be harmed. 

Vehicle presentation is alas 


we Swindon’s Thamesdown 


Transport puts a lot of its 
repainting work out to third 
parties, but brush-paints the 25 
buses it uses for school contract 


work at its own premises. ay 


ignored by all too many firms, 
says Roberts. 

“Too many operators chuck 
buses out onto the road without 
bothering about the way they 


look,” he states. “I think V4 
J: 


that’s unacceptable.” 


Nexa Autocolour 
01753 611500 
www.ppg.com 
S&T 

01254 583002 
Truck Align 

020 8858 3781 
WashTec 

01371 878800 
www.washtec.com 


Contacts 


James Coach Painters 
01639 888840 


www.jamescoachpainters.co.uk 


PROVIDING POSITIVE SOLUTIONS TO 
CUTTING ACCIDENT REPAIR COSTS 


ONE STOP ACCIDENT REPAIR 
FACILITY 

NATIONWIDE RECOVERY 

16M PAINT BOOTH 

20,000FT? WORKSHOP 

CHASSIS & AXLE STRAIGHTENING 
COMPUTERISED WHEEL ALIGNMENT 


eck ALIGN 


eit 


TOTAL REPAIR SOLUTIONS 


TEL: 020 8858 3781 FAX: 020 8858 5663 


VIP TRADING ESTATE - ANCHOR & HOPE LANE - CHARLTON - LONDON SE7 7RY - 
Email: admin @vipgroupltd.co.uk 
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towards Battersea Park 


ee Irisous Agora Line 
Bt Pees, City Bus 
N | 137 | on 
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Within four short years Irisous has become one of the major manufacturers of 
Buses and Coaches in the world. A wealth of experience, inherited over years of TRANSPORT. 
specialising in passenger vehicles, has given lrisous a pedigree to be envied. 


Every year, lristus in the UK has increased its choice of vehicles, and now offers 
one of the most comprehensive ranges available in the UK today. 


Why not call us and find out more. Nt 
\\ 


ey 


misbus 


ooking back over the past 
year's Tried & Tested 


reports, there are three 
recurring themes: 
1. Most new buses and 


coaches have a few teething 
problems when they arrive, but 
manufacturers and dealers seem 


to understand this because they 
get sorted very quickly. 

2. Major chassis or body 
problems are rare in the first few 
years. 

3. Even the most apparently 
dedicated customers can be 
fickle and their heads can be 
turned by competing products. 
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(The consolation for the sales 
people here is that buying 
something different often only 
serves to confirm that the original 
choice was the right one.) 

The 12 buses and coaches 
| have tested over the past 
year could not have been 
more different. There was one 
minibus, one midi coach, four 
very different 12m-long coaches; 


one extra-long coach; three full- 
size single-deck buses; a 
purpose-built school bus; and 
an 18m-long articulated bus. No 
double-deckers, but we have a 
couple on our ‘to do’ list. 

We looked at proven best- 
sellers as well as types that 
have yet to make a real impact 
in the UK. On these pages is a 
summary of what we found. 


Bova Futura Magnum 


The first extra-long coach to be delivered to a UK operator, 

the 13.85m-long 430bhp Bova bought by Austin Travel for its 
Scotline Tours operation was an impressive beast. Bought to avoid 
duplication on its popular day tours programme from Edinburgh, 
the 57-seat Futura Magnum is impressive by any standards. As 

a driver, you are not really aware of the extra length, though care 
has to be taken on corners and roundabouts as a result of the rear 
outswing. On winding roads in the Scottish Borders it caused no 
problems and the extra capacity makes economic sense for the 
operator, particularly with a fuel consumption figure of around 10- 
11lmpg. 


U 
BMC 850 Club 


A chunky little 35-seat coach for under £100,000 returning 
16mpg can’t be bad. Silver Coach Lines in Edinburgh bought this 
@ early example of the Turkish-built coach for day tour work and with 
a 220bhp Cummins ISBe and a rather notchy ZF 6S-890 gearbox, 
it has proved to be a useful buy. Its owners experienced a few 
minor niggles, like controls that were too flimsy, and there wasn’t 
much luggage space, but BMC is aware of these shortcomings. An 
automatic version would make a difference, but the 8.85m-long 
coach, at 3.4m high, is a sturdy tourer. 


GRAY_ LINE 
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Iveco EuroRider C35/Beulas El Mundo 


The Beulas-bodied EuroRider is a familiar shape on Britain’s roads, 
and Gardiner Bros of Spennymoor was more than happy with its 
12m-long coaches, which offer bags of power and a comfortable 
ride. The high (3.84m) Beulas body seems well-built and provides 
lots of luggage space. The big 350bhp Iveco Cursor cruised up 

hill and down dale and the ZF automatic box provided seamless 
changes. At just under £200,000 you get a lot of coach for your 
money, and at 9.4mpg it’s reasonably economical to run. The 


$0003 GAR 


looks, particularly on the high-floor version, are a bit ungainly, and 
the Beulas styles supplied to the UK look just a bit outdated. 
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TransBus Enviro300 


Not the most common sight on UK roads — a situation not helped 
by TransBus’ problems — the Enviro300 is a 12m-long 45-seater 
that shares some features of the Dennis Dart, like the Cummins 
ISBe engine, but isn’t a Dart. Mitchells Coaches of Plean, not far 
from the Alexander plant at Falkirk, finds the Enviro300 ideal for 
its main Plean-Stirling route. At 8500kg this is a full-size bus 
without the weight penalty of some of its competitors, and it 
returns a creditable 9.5-1Ompg on a mix of urban and open road 
conditions. Mitchells bought it for £106,000, though current prices 
are liable to be at least 10 per cent higher. 


MAN 18.220/Alexander ALX300 


You might expect Stagecoach’s current full-size standard single- 
decker to be a no-nonsense bus, and this is exactly how the 
18.220 comes across. Now in its ‘Mark 2’ version, following 
suggestions from Stagecoach engineers with experience of earlier 
examples, it has been developed for what is arguably the most 
down-to-earth of the big groups. It has no pretensions, but is a 
practical and attractive 42-seater. The engineers at Slatyford depot 
in Newcastle regarded the MANSs as acceptable replacements for 
their beloved Scania N113s, and with a fuel consumption of just 
over 7mpg they earn their keep. 


Scania K1141B/Irizar Century 


A good example of one-stop shopping, the Scania Century coach 
has become familiar in the UK over more than a decade. Doig’s 

of Glasgow has seven Centuries and we tested a 340bhp version 
with Scania’s Comfort Shift gearbox, which allows easy gear 
changing as well as a preselect facility. The beefy 53-seater also 
offered loads of luggage space, and returned a creditable 8.48mpg. 
Although the lrizar PB body has come on stream in the UK, the 
Century has a good reputation as a solid reliable coach. Although 
Doig’s was initially unhappy with the back-up, that situation has 
improved. 


> Continued on Page 36 
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Neoplan Starliner 


Neoplan has always produced dramatic-looking coaches, and the 
Starliner is anything but a boring box on wheels. A symphony of 
glass and curves, it is probably one of the most exciting-looking 
coaches on the road today. And, as | found out at Longstaff’s 
Coaches of Amble, it’s a reliable and economical one, too. With 
a 420bhp Mercedes-Benz engine and a ZF ASTronic gearbox, 

it returns a steady 12mpg. The 8-speed gearbox is easy to use, 
and allows you to preselect gears. Longstaff’s would buy another 
Starliner, but with an MAN rather than a Merc engine. 


Iveco Dailybus 50013 


Community minibuses are important to the lives of many people, 
and we went to Wokingham to test a 7m-long Daily of Keep 
Mobile, a voluntary, not for profit, organisation. The test bus, 
converted by Minibus Options, High Peak, can seat up to 16 
passengers, but is typically configured for 11/12 passengers in 
fixed seats and two wheelchairs. It drives like a big car, and the 
Iveco 2.8-litre engine and ZF six-speed synchromesh box allow for 
good progress to be made. The test bus returned 26mpg. The only 
problems reported were with the plug door, and air-conditioning 
would be welcomed as a standard feature. 


Scania L94UA/Wrightbus Solar Fusion 


After the 7m-long Daily, the First Manchester 18m artic was a 

bit of a culture-shock. Used on the busy 135 service between 
Bury and Manchester, it had capacity for 150 passengers, 58 of 
them seated. The length proved to be virtually no problem, and 
the Scania drove like a 12m rigid. With a 260bhp Scania DCO 

02 engine and ZF automatic gearbox, the Scania had power to 
spare. With artics becoming increasingly familiar around the UK, 
some operators regard buses like this as a safer and more practical 
alternative to double-deckers. Certainly, the solidly-built Wrightbus 
body offered an attractive travelling environment. 


- { 7 a ¥. g + J 
ed | . a § [A Vang mA 
MAN 18.220/Alexandet ALxg0Q . ; ae Ran's 1 a N515SHD; gf Iveco DailyBus 50C13/ 
Pogeccoeen Busways. , ' d > 2 aches au? Ff Minibus Options, Keep Mobile. 
% " d { A 


te 
aU 


AN we Mie 


36 husvcoach PROFESSIONAL 


v1 


Volvo B12B/Van Hool Alizee 


) A 


bus 2 


» 


wv 


| 


| Scania LSaUA ape elWri tbus Solar Volvo B12B/Van'Hool Alizee, 
| :S Marbill Coach Sefvices. 


4 


= & ' 
huss ano arts proresst0nat a 


MGa-| 


| A 
y 


ey YIU MARL WHAT 
ASSIS AND INTEGRALS 


2 € Ra 
d SS & SS gS S a & 
< Se SUS i Sie a x & RS s 
RR ss Fs g & Ss © i RS BS 2 S 
AVATS (4:9) Ayats (GB), Sunfun House, Meadow Drove, Earith, Cambridge PE28 3SA 
Tel 01487 843333 Fax 01487 740285 

Platinum RV ee 6.0 MAN D0836 6.9 280 ZF S6-36 6M 285/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum_ - 
Bravo RV 12.0 6.0 MAN D2866 12.0 360 ZF 6HP600 SUA 315/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum 24t 
Bravo RY ~<-12:0 6.0 MAN D2866 12.0 460 ZF 8S-180 8M - 315/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum 24t 
Bravo Plus RVG 1S oes MAN D2866 12.0 460 ZF 8S-180 8M 315/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum 26t 
Atlantis RV 1270 6.15 MAN D2866 12.0 360 ZF 6HP600 5A - - 18t 


BMC (UK) BMC (UK) BMC House, Ibstock Road, Coventry CV6 6JR 


Tel 02476 363003 www.bmcukitd.com 


Probus coach BN ian 4.2 Cummins ISBe 5.9 220 ZF 6S-90 6M _ 190 245/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 12t 18.3 
Schoolbus 11OOFE FV 10.7 5.85 Cummins ISBe 3.9 150 Allison 2000 4A 190 265/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum 12t AZe5: 
Falcon 1100 RV 11m 5.85 Cummins ISBe 3.9 185 Voith D854.3 4A 200 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 17t 10.9 
Hawk RV: Se cee 3) Cummins ISBe 3.9)» 135) Volt D854.3 4A 190 245/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 12t 143 


BOVA Autobusfabriek BOVA BV, Postbus 5, 5550 AA Valkenswaard, Netherlands 
Tel 00 31 40 208 46 11 Fax 00 31 40 204 20 45 www.bova.nl 


4.89 DAF XE 
DAF XE 
DAF XE 
DAF XE 
DAF XE 
DAF XE 
DAF XE 


490 295/80R 2 
745 295/80R 2 
745 295/80R 2 Disc/Drum 18t 
745 295/80R 2 Disc/Drum 18t 


2.5 Disc/Drum 18t 
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ZF 6S-1600 HGS 

40 ZF 6S-1600 HGS 
380 ZF 6S-1600 HGS 
340 ZF 6S-1600 HGS 
380 ZF 6S-1600 HGS 
430 ZF 88-180 HGS 
430 ZF 8S-180 HGS 
340 ZF 6S-1600 HGS 

80 ZF 6S-1600 HGS 
utors. 


Futura FHD10.340XE RV 
Futura FHD12.340XE RV 
Futura FHD12.380XE RV 
Futura FHD13.340XE RV 
Futura FHD13.380XE RV 
Futura FHD14.430XE RV 
Futura FHD15.430XE_ RV 
Magiq HD122.340.XERV DAF XE 

Magiq HD122.380.XERV ‘ ‘ F XE : 
Coach distributors: Moseley (PCV), Moseley in the South, Moseley Di 


745 295/80R 2 Disc/Drum 24.45t 
745 295/80R 2 Disc/Drum 24.45t 
774 295/80R 2 Disc/Disc 18t 
774 295/80R 2 Disc/Disc 18t 
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DENNIS Dennis Chassis, Dennis Way, Guildford GU1 1AF 

Tel 01483 571271 Fax 01483 301697 
Mini Dart 8.8 3.9 Cummins ISBe 3.9 Allison 2000 4A 220 245/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum 11t ie. 
Dart SLF 9.3 4.40 Cummins ISBe 3.9 Allison 2000 4A 220 245/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum 11t NZS 
Dart SLF RV ORL 5.20 Cummins ISBe 3.9 135 Allison 2000 4A 220 245/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum 11t 12.3 
Dart SLF RV — Oey 5.81 Cummins |SBe 3.9 150 Allison 2000 4A 220 245/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum11.5t 13.0 
Super Dart RV 11.4 5.95 Cummins |SBe 5.9 185 _ Allison T280 4A 220 245/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum 13t ily 
Super Dart gearbox options - Voith D851.3 
Enviro200 RV 10.4 5.52 Cummins ISBe 3.9 150  Voith DV500 3A 245/70R 19.5* Disc/Disc 12.9t 11.6 
Enviro200 RV 10.9 6.16 Cummins ISBe 3.9 150  Voith DV500 3A 245/70R 19.5* Disc/Disc 12.9t 11.6 
Enviro300 RV? 320 6.17 Cummins ISBe 5.9 © 220. =ZESrpoDoe 5A 250 265/70R19.5 Disc/Disc 14.4t 15.3 
Enviro300 RV» 12%5 6.69 | Cummins ISBe 5.9. 220° SZESniroo2 5A 250 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 14.4t 15.3 
*Enviro200 rear wheels/tyres 315/60R 22.5; Enviro300 gearbox options - Allison T280, Voith D854.3, ZF 6HP502 
Trident RV 29.9 5.25 Cummins ISCe 8.3 225 Voith D854.3 AA 275 275/70 22.5  Dise/Disc’, Ast 125 
Trident RV>) 10.5 5.80 Cummins ISCe 8.3 225 Voith D854.3 4A 275 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 235 
Trident RV 10.6 5.95 Cummins ISCe 8.3 225 Voith D854.3 4A ~ 275. 275/70R 22:5 — Dise/Dise et 125 
Trident RVE > hiked 6.63 Cummins ISCe 8.3. 225  Voith D854.3 AN. <275°275/70R 22.5 DiseDise™. Let 2a) 
Trident engine option - 260bhp rating. Gearbox options - ZF 4HP 502, 5HP 502 
Javelin UV 12.0 6.25 Cummins ISCe 83 245 Zi S6s85 6M 434 275/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18t 136 
R300 RV 12.0 6.20 Cummins |SCe 8.3 300 ZF6S-1600 6M 450 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t Gy, 
R345 RV 12.0 6.20 Cummins ISMe 11.0 345 ZF6S-1600 6M 450 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 19.2 
R420 RV i230 6.20 Cummins ISMe 11.0 420 ZF ASTronic 10M 450 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 23.3 
Coach distributors: Salvador Caetano (UK), Plaxton Coach Sales 
IRISBUS (UK) Iveco House, Station Road, Watford WD17 1SR 

Tel 01923 259660 Fax 01923 259623 www.irisbus.co.uk 

Agora Line : 6.12 — lveco Cursor 8 ZF 4HP502 4A 250 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 13.6 
DailyBus 50C 13 6.4 3.75 Iveco 8140.43S 2.8 ZF S6-300 6M 90 195/75R 16 Diseipises “5:4 123.1 
DailyBus 50C 13 ne 4.35 — lveco 8140.43S 2.8 ZF S6-300 6M 90 195/75R 16 Disc/Dise 5.4t 23.1 
DailyBus 65C 15 We2 4.35  lveco 8140.43N 2.8 ZF S6-300 6M 90 225/75R 16 Disc/Disc 6.5t 22.5 
DailyBus 65C 15 ei 4.75  lveco 8140.43N 2.8 ZF S6-300 6M 90 225/75R 16 DiseDisc  6.5t 22.5 
Daily Logo tteld) 5.04 Iveco 8140.43N 2.8 146 ZF S6-300 6M - 225/75R 16 Disc/Disc /7t 20.9 
Scolabus 24 12.0 6.57 Iveco Tector F4A 5.9 240 Allison MD3060 6A 280 295/70R 19.5 Disc/Drum 15t 16.0 
EuroMidi FV 8.4 4.63  lveco Tector F4A 5.9 210 _ Iveco 2855.6 6M 200 225/75R 17.5 Disc/Disc 10t 21.0 
MidiRider coach RV 9.8 4.32  lveco Tector F4A 5.9 264 ZF S6-85 6M 200 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Drum - - 
EuroRider RV... 12:0 6.15 Iveco Cursor 8 7.8 352 ZF 6S-1600 6M 467 295/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18t 19.5 


Gearbox option - EuroRider ZF 5HP592 automatic 
Coach distributors: Plaxton Coach Sales, UK Coach & Bus 


MAN MAN ERF UK Ltd, Frankland Road, Blagrove, Swindon SN5 8YU 


Tel 01793 490231 Fax 01793 485260 www.man.co.uk 


Bus 

12.220 NL RVig = On, 5.2 MAN D0826 6.9 220  Voith D851.3 4A 150 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Drum 12t 18.3 
14.220 NL RV" Salles 5.8 MAN DO0826 6.9 220  Voith D851.3 4A 150 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Drum 14t WSRy/ 
Gearbox option - ZF 4HP502 

18.220 NL RV. 12.0 5.88 MAN D0826 6.9 220  Voith D851.3 3A 300 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum 18t De? 
Coach 

12.220 RV 10.0 4.7 MAN D0826 6.9 220 ZF S6-36 6M 150 255/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum 12.8t 17.2 
14.280 RV © 1s - MAN D0836 6.9 280 ZF S6-1600 6M - 285/70R 19.5  Disc/Drum 14t 20.0 
18.310 (5A) eZ 9) - MAN D2866 12.0..310  ZiSGee 6M 235 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18.2t 17.2 
18.360 RVs pL 2aO) - MAN D2866 12.0 360 ZF S6-85 6M 235 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18.2t 20.0 
24.410 RV 12.0 5.35 MAN D2866 12.0 410 ZF 8S-180 8M - 315/80R 22.5 Drum/Drum 24t age 


Coach distributors: BASE, Mentor Coach & Bus, Salvador Caetano (UK) 


MERCEDES BENZ EvoBus (UK) Ltd, Ashcroft Way, Crosspoint Business Park, Coventry CV2 2SR 
gi Tel 02476 626000 Fax 02476 626006 www.evobus.co.uk 


Vario 0814D FV 6.94 4.25 Mercedes OM904LA 4.25 136 ZF 5S-42 5M 125: 205//5Rav sow © Disebise = SA5r ¥ LSal 
Vario 0814D FV 7.49 4.80 Mercedes OM904LA 4.25 136 ZF 5S-42 5M 125 205/75Ra7.00 DisGgDisc= 4 7Sty eelod 
Engine option - 152 bhp rating in 0815D. Gearbox option - Allison AT542 automatic 

0C500 Touro RH 12.0 6.25 Mercedes OM457HLA 12.0 354 Mercedes G190 6M 400 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc  18t 137 
Gearbox option - ZF 5HP602 automatic 

Citaro 0.530 RH 12.0 5.85 Mercedes OM9O6HLA 6.4 231 ZF SHP502 5A 300 275/70R 22.5  Disc/Disc— - - 
Citaro 0.530G RV 18.0 Mercedes OM9O6HLA 6.4 279 ZF 5HP502 5A 300 275/70R 22.5 ~—Disc/Disc  28t sh) 
Gearbox option - Voith four-speed automatic 

Atego 12.23L FV 95) 4.84 Mercedes OM9O6LA 6.4 230 Mercedes G85 6M 210 265/70R 19.5  Disc/Disc 12t 19:2 
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NEOPLAN - it | Mentor Coach & Bus, Euroway Estate, Hellaby, Rotherham S66 8QL 
INTEGPAl tel 01709 700600 Fax 01709 700007 www.mentorpic.com 


Euroliner N313SHD RV 10.6 5,2 Mercedes OM441LA 11.9 290 ZF6S-1600 M 425 295/80R 22. Disc/Disc 18t i 
Euroliner N316SHD RV 12.0 5.8 Mercedes OM441LA 11.9 340 ZF 6S-1600 M 425 295/80R 22. Disc/Disc 18t if 
Euroliner N316SHDL RV = 13.7 6.35 MAN D2860 11.9 410 ZF ASTronic 2M 425 295/80R 22. Disc/Disc 26t ii 
Starliner NSI6SHD RV 12.0 5.55 Mercedes OM402LA 12. Disc/Disc 25.5t 1 
Starliner NSI6SHDL RV 13.9 6.35 MAN D2860 Li 460 295/80R 2 1 


Engine option -460bhp rating. Gearbox option - ZF ASTronic 

Skyliner N122/3 dd RV 1728) 5.55 Mercedes OM402LA 12 
Skyliner N122/3 dd RV 12.0 5.55 MAN D2866 diy 
Skyliner N122/3L dd RV 13.7 5.55 MAN D2876 11 


. Optare Ltd, Manston Lane, Leeds LS15 8SU 
OPTARE integral ty.) 0113 2645182 Fax 0113 260 6635 wwwoptare.com 


Disc/Dise, -25i5t ol 
Disc/Disc 25.5t 1 
Disc/Disc 26t il 


38 y ZF 8S esc 
400 ZF 8S-180C 
460 ZF ASTronic 


M 
M 
M 620 295/80R 2 
M 620 295/80R 2 
620 295/80R 2 


2) 
9 
9 
8 381 ZF 8S-180C 
9 
8 
9 
9 


6 2 
6 2 
1 2 
8 425 295/80R 22. 
410 ZF 8S-180C 8 2 
8 2 
8 2 
1 2 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 Dise/Disc” 26t 
5 
5 
5 


Alero ALO1-4 FV pe 4.8 Iveco 8140.43 218 125. ZFCS-S00 6M 70/120 205/75R 17.5 Disc/Disc 

Gearbox Option - ZF4HP22, four speed automatic 

Solo M780 RV 7.8 4.83 Mercedes OM904LA 4.25 122 Allison 2000 5A 200 215/175R 17.5 Disc/Disc (Gaye ele 
Solo M850 RV G5 5.53 Mercedes OM904LA 4.25 122 Allison 2000 5A 200) 215/75R 17.5. -Disc/Dise”. L0;5t> 1. 
Solo M920 RV 9.2 6.23. Mercedes OM904LA 4.25 122 Allison 2000 5A 200 215/75R 17.5 _Disc/Disc Ose Ie 
Solo M990 RV oNe) 6.93 Mercedes OM904LA 4.25 122 Allison 2000 5A 200 215/75R 17.5 _ Disc/Disc Ofot “t. 
Engine option - Mercedes 147bhp; Cummins ISBe 185bhp 

Tempo X1060 RV 10.57 4.95 MercedesOM904LA6.4 241 ZF6HP500 6A 200 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.0t 14. 
Tempo X1130 RV 11.28 5.66 MercedesOM904LA6.4 241 ZF6HP500 6A 200 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.0t 14. 
Tempo X1200 RV 11.99 6.37 Mercedes OM904LA6.4 241 ZF6HP500 6A 200 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.0t 14. 
Tempo X1260 RV 12.60 6.99 Mercedes OM904LA6.4 241 ZF6HP500 6A 200 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.0t 14 


Engine option - Mercedes 275bhp. Gearbox option: Allison T310R five speed automatic 


sc ANIA Scania Bus and Coach UK Ltd, Claylands Avenue, Worksop S81 7DJ 
Tel 01909 500822 Fax 01909 500165 www.scania.com 


K94IB 4x2 : Scania ; Scania GR801R CS 7M h i Hoot 1 S8 
(S-kool Coach only) 5.83 Scania 9.0 300 ZF 5HP592CN 5A 465 Disc 9.5t 15.4 
K114EB/IB 4x2 5.83 Scania DC 1104 10.6 340 ScaniaGR801RCS/0C 7/8M 465 Disc igst 17.4 
K114EB 4x2 6.13. Scania DC 1104 10.6 380 ScaniaGR801RCS/0C 7/8M 465 Disc 19,5t~ 1975 
K114EB/IB 6x2 : 6.85 Scania DC 1104 10.6 340  ScaniaGR801RCS/0C 7/8M 546 Disc/Disc, “25,00 15,2 
Gearbox option - ZF5HP602 automatic on K114 

K114EB 6x2*4 RV 3,5 8.15 Scania DC 1104 10.6 380 ZF 5HP602C HT 5A 610 315/80R Disc 26.5t 14.3 
K124EB/IB 4x2 RV 2:0 5.83 Scania DC 1202 12.0 420  ScaniaGR801RCS/0C 7/8M 465 315/80R Disc S.5t. 2a) 
K124EB 6x2 RV 12.0 7.02 Scania DC 1202 12.0 Scania GR801R CS/0C 315/80R Disc/Disc/Drum25.0t 21.5 
K124EB 6x2*4 RV 12.8 7.24 Scania DC 1202 12.0 Scania GR801R CS/0C 315/80R Disc 26.5t 14.3 
K124EB 6x2*4 RV io.o 8.15 Scania DC 1202 12.0 Scania GR801R CS/0C 315/80R Disc 26;5t, 453 
LO4UB 4x2 RV 2.0 6.0 Scania DC 901 9.0 ZF 5HP502C NBS 275/70R Disc Q.it Wal 
LO4UA 6x2/2 RV 18.0 - Scania DC 902 9.0 ZF 5HP592C NBS 275/70R Disc 28.6t 9.1 
N94UB 4x2 10.6 5S Scania DC 901 9.0 ZF 5HP502C NBS 275/70R Disc Ole aia 
N94UD 4x2 10.6 bs Scania DC 902 9.0 ZF 5HP592C NBS 275/70R Disc 9. 1t elas 
N94UD 4x2 12.0 6.0 Scania DC 902 9.0 ZF 5HP592C NBS 275/70R Disc , 3.6 
CN94UB 4x2 Omni City 12.0 6.0 Scania DC 901 9.0 ZF 5HP502C NBS 275/70R Disc ETN lle 
CN94UB 6x2/2 Omni City RV 18.0 - Scania DC 902 260 ZF 5HP592C NBS 275/70R Disc 2Si6t 29.1 


SETR A - | EvoBus (UK) Ltd, Ashcroft Way, Crosspoint Business Park, Coventry CV2 2SR. 
integral tei 02476 626000 Fax 02476 626006 www.evobus.co.uk 


$315 GT HD RV 12.0 6.08  MercedesOM457LA 12.0 422 MercedesGO190 6M 535 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum - 
$315 GT HD RV 1250 6.08  MercedesOM457LA 12.0 422 ZF ASTronic 10M 535 2.5  Disc/Drum 
$415 GT RV___12.0 6.08 Mercedes OM457LA 12.0 422 MercedesGO190 6M 220. sDise/Dise 


TOYOTA Toyota GB plc, Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey KT18 5UX 
Tel 01737 363633 Fax 01737 367730 

Optimo V EV. | 7.68 3.94 Toyotal5BFTE 4.1 135 _ Toyota - 205/75R 17.5 Disc/Drum 6.7t 21.4 

Coach distributors: A&D Coach Sales, Salvador Caetano UK, Holloway Commercials 


VAN HOOL Van Hool NV, Bernard Van Hoolstraat 58, B-2500 Lier, Belgium 
Tel 00 32 3 420 20 20 Fax 00 32 3 482 33 60 www.vanhool.be 


1917 Astron RV gp 2213565.06.7 MAN D2866 12.0 460 ZF ASTronic TIM fon 3 Lo/SORs22.5) = \Disc/Disc... = 


VDL TS Arriva Bus & Coach, Lodge Garage, Whitehall Road West, Gomersal, Cleckheaton BD19 4BJ 
Tel 01274 681144 Fax 01274 651198 


DB250 RS RV Eo 5.05 DAF PE183C 9.2 218  Voith D851.3 3A 300 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum 17.4t 12.5 
DB250 RS RV iss 5.45 DAF PE183C 9.2 218  Voith D851.3 3A 300 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.4t 12.5 
Engine option - 249bhp rating. Gearbox options - ZF 4HP500, SHP500, Voith D854.3 

S$B120 RV 9.4 4.3 Cummins ISBe 3.9 135 Allison AT545 4A. 250 245/70R 19.5. Disc/Disc ieee 
$B120 RV Ow D.2 Cummins ISBe 3.9 135 Allison AT545 4A 250 245/70R 19.5 _Disc/Disc iN Smee. ule, 
$B120 RV 10.8 5.8 Cummins ISBe 3.9 150 Allison AT545 4A 250 245/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc L1.5t 13.0 
S$B200 RV 1.8 6.0 Cummins ISBe 5.9 185 Voith D851.3 4A 250 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 14.4t 12.8 
SB4000PF RV 12.0 DAF PE228C 9:2) SOR 2 SHP592 5A 430 295/80R 22.5 _Disc/Disc 8t i7e2 
SB4000XF RV ee 20) DAF XE250C 12.6 340 ZF 5HP602 5A 430 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 18.9 
S$B4000+ 3 axle RV: 12,0+ DAF XE250C IZ 6 S50N ZF SHP602 5A 195/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 24t 14.6 


Volvo Bus Ltd, Wedgnock Lane, Warwick CV34 5YA 
volvo Tel 01926 401777 Fax 01926 407407 www.volvobuses.volvo.co.uk 


B7R RV 12.0 6.30 Volvo D7C Loan. LF CHPSSO 6A 300 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 5:3 
Engine option - 290bhp rating. Gearbox option - Volvo EGS 

B7TL dd RV 9.8 15) Volvo D7C 1 Sipe Sen. ZF SEPSO2 5A 270 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18t 11.9 
B7TL dd RV Or3: 5t7 Volvo D7C 13 32454 ZF SHP502 5A 270 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18t ths) 
Engine option - 250bhp rating, Gearbox option - Voith D863.3 

BOTL 3-axle dd RV 2.0+ Volvo D9C 5 340 ZF 6HP592 6A - 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 23t 14.8 
B7L sd 12.0 6.0 Volvo D7C $3) 2S ZF SHP5OZ 5A - 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18t 9 
Engine option - 250bhp rating. 

B7LA RV 8.0 Volvo D7C Po oer a LF OFESIZ 5A 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 28t 9.8 
B7RLE RV 2.0 Volvo D7C £39 220002 LE SEP502 5A 270 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18.9t 9 
Merit RV 10.8 bis Cummins ISBe 3.9 150 Allison AT545 4A 250 245/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 11.5t 13.0 
B12M UR. 12:0 6.20 Volvo DH12D 12.1 340 ZF6S-1600 6M 450 315/80R 22.5 __Disc/Disc 8t 18.9 
B12B 15 gleam 2010) Volvo DH12D 12.1 340 Volvo EGS-V/VR 8M _ 600 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 18.9 
B12B 3 axle RH 3t Volvo DH12D 12.1 340 Volvo EGS-V/VR 8M _ 600 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc  24t AZ 
Engine options - 380 and 420bhp ratings. Gearbox options - ZF SHP602 (B12M and B12B 340); Volvo I-Shift (B12M, B12B) 

Coach distributors: Salvador Caetano (UK), Moseley (PCV), Moseley in the South, Moseley Distributors, Plaxton Coach Sales, Volvo Coach Sales 
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Alexander Dennis, 91 Glasgow Road, Falkirk FK1 4JB 
ALEXANDER Tel 01324 621672 Fax 01324 632469 


Pointer 2 Aluminium 8.8-11.4m LF Midi Dennis Dart SLF 
ALX400 Aluminium 10.5m LF DD VDL DB250LF, Dennis Trident, Volvo B7TL 


VDL Berkhof Valkenswaard, PO Box 585, 5550 AN Valkenswaard, De Vest 55, 5555 XP Valkenswaard, 
The Netherlands Tel 00 31 40 208 2424 Fax 00 31 40 208 2425 www.vdlberkhof.com 


BERKHOF 


Axial 50 Steel 12m 3.55m coach Volvo B12M, B12B 
Axial 70 Steel 12m 3.7m coach Volvo B12M, B12B 
Axial 100 Steel 12-13.5m 4m DD coach Scania K114, K124, Volvo B12B 


Coach Distributor: Volvo Coach Sales, Scania Bus and Coach UK 


BEULAS UK Coach & Bus, Sandbeck Way, Hellaby, Rotherham S66 8QL 


Tel 01709 705570 Fax 01709 705569 www.uk-cb.com 


Midi-Star Steel 9.8m 3.4m coach Iveco MidiRider 
Stergo E Steel 12m 3.56m coach Iveco EuroRider 
El Mundo Steel 12m 3.8m coach Iveco EuroRider 


Cc AETANO Salvador Caetano (UK) Ltd, Mill Lane, Heather, Leicestershire LE67 2QE 
Tel 01530 263333 Fax 01530 263379 www.caetano.co.uk 


Optimo V Steel 7.5m Midicoach Toyota 
Enigma Steel 9.8m 3.2m coach MAN 14.280 
Enigma Steel 12m 3.5m coach Dennis R410, Volvo B12B, MAN 18.310 


EAST LANCS East Lancashire Coachbuilders Ltd, Lower Phillips Road, Whitebirk Industrial Estate, 


Blackburn BB1 5UD, Tel 01254 504150 Fax 01254 504181 www.elcb.co.uk 


Myllennium Alusuisse 8.8-12m LF SD Dennis Dart, MAN 14.220, Scania N94 
Lolyne Alusuisse 10.0-10.5m LF DD Dennis Trident 

Vyking Alusuisse 10.0-10.5m LF DD Volvo B7TL 

Myllennium LowLander Alusuisse 10.3-12m LF DD VDL Bus DB250 

OmniDekka Alusuisse 10.6-12m LF DD Scania N94 


Derrybeg Industrial Estate, Gweedore, Co Donegal, Ireland 
EURO COACHBUILDERS Tel 00 353 75 31528 Fax 00 353 75 31930 www.eurocoachbuilders.ie 


LX Steel 8.3m Midicoach Mercedes Vario 
V29/Pantera Steel 8.3m Midicoach Mercedes Vario 

Clady Steel 10.3m Coach Mercedes Atego 1223L 
School Bus Steel 10.3m SD Mercedes Atego 1223L 
E Lancs Myllennium Aluminium 8.8m EFS TransBus Dart 


Coach Distributor: Taylors PCV Sales 


HISPANO Volvo Bus Ltd, Wedgnock Lane, Warwick CV34 5YA 
Tel 01926 401777 Fax 01926 407407 www.volvobuses.volvo.co.uk 


Habit S'less Steel 12-18m LF SD Volvo B7L, B7LA 


INDCAR UK Coach & Bus, Sandbeck Way, Hellaby, Rotherham S66 8QL 
Tel 01709 705570 Fax 01709 705569 www.uk-cb.com 


Maxim 2 Steel 8.4m Midicoach Iveco EuroMidi 


IRIZAR Scania Bus and Coach UK Ltd, Claylands Avenue, Worksop S81 7DJ 
Tel 01909 500822 Fax 01909 500165 


Capacity Steel 12m 3.5m coach Scania K114 
Intercentury Steel 12m 3.2m coach Scania K114 
Century Steel 12m 3.5m coach Scania K114 
Century Steel 12m 3.7m coach Scania K124 
PB Steel 12.2m 3.5m coach Scania K124 
S-Kool Steel 12m 3.2m school coach Scania K94 


JONCKHEERE Volvo Coach Sales, Brisco Avenue, Loughborough LE11 5HP 
Tel 01509 217777 Fax 01509 260978 www.jonckheere.be 
Mistral 30 Steel 12m 3.2m coach Volvo B7R 
Mistral 50 Steel 12m 3.5m coach Volvo B12M, B12B 
Mistral 70 Steel 13.7m 3.7m coach Volvo B12B 


Bopy types: DD DOUBLE-DECK; SD CONVENTIONAL SINGLE-DECK, LF LOW-FLOOR 
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BASE, Sandy Way, Holmeswood, Ormskirk, Lancashire L40 1UB 


MARCOPOLO Tel 01254 685599 www.basecoachsales.co.uk 
Viaggio 330 Steel 9.9m 3.3m coach MAN 12.220 
Viaggio 330 Steel 12m 3.5m coach MAN 18.310, VDL Bus SB4000 
Viaggio 350 Steel 12m 3.5m coach MAN 18.310, 18.360, VDL Bus SB4000 
Viaggio 370 Steel 12m 3.7m coach MAN 24.410 
McV MCV Bus and Coach, Stirling Place, Elean Business Park, Sutton, Ely CB6 2QE 
Tel 01353 773000 Fax 01353 773001 
Evolution S'less steel 9.8-10.2m LF SD MAN 12.220 
Evolution S'less steel 11.2m LF SD MAN 14.220 
NOGE Mentor Coach & Bus, Euroway Estate, Hellaby, Rotherham S66 8QL 
Tel 01709 700600 Fax 01709 700007 www.mentorpic.com 
Catalan 320 Steel 10m 3.2m midi-coach MAN 13.220 
Catalan 350 Steel 12m 3.5m coach MAN 18.310, 18.350 
Catalan 370 Steel 12m 3.7m coach MAN 24.410 


Optare Ltd, Manston Lane, Leeds LS15 8SU 
Tel 0113 264 5182 Fax 0113 260 6635 www.optare.com 


OPTARE 


Bonito Steel 6.7m Minicoach Ford Transit FT 350EL 
Soroco Steel 6.5m Minicoach Mercedes Benz Sprinter 
Soroco Plus Steel 7.7m MidiCoach Mercedes Benz Sprinter 
Nouvelle Steel 8.4m MidiCoach Mercedes Benz Vario 

Solera Corta Steel 8.3m Coach Mercedes Benz Atego 12.23L 
Solera SR Steel 9.95m Coach Mercedes Benz Atego 12.23L 


Coach distributors: AWCS, Bob Vale, Holloway Commercials, Yorks. 


PLAXTON 


Beaver 2 Steel 7.8-8.5m Midi Mercedes Vario 

Cheetah Steel 8.5m Midicoach Mercedes Vario 

Profile Steel 12m 3.2m coach Dennis Javelin, Volvo B7R 

Paragon S'less Steel 12m 3.5m coach Volvo B12M, B12B, Dennis R, Iveco Eurorider 
Panther S'less Steel 12m 3.5m coach Volvo B12M, B12B, Dennis R, Iveco Eurorider 


Plaxton, Eastfield, Scarborough YO11 3BY 
Tel: 01723 581500 Fax: 01723 581328 


Coach distributors: Plaxton Coach Sales, Volvo Coach Sales 


Sc COACHBUILDERS SC Coachbuilders, Hambledon Road, Waterlooville, Hampshire PO7 7UA 
Tel: 01705 258211 Fax 01705 255611 www.caetano.co.uk 
Nimbus Aluminium 8.8-11.4m LF Midi Dennis Dart 


SITCAR 


Beluga Steel 8.3-8.5m Midicoach Mercedes Vario 
SUNSUNDEGUI Volvo Coach Sales, Brisco Avenue, Loughborough LE11 5HP 
Tel 01509 217777 Fax 01509 260978 www.volvobuses.volvo.co.uk 

Sideral Steel 12m 3.2m coach Volvo B7R 
Sideral Steel 12m 3.5m coach Volvo B12M, B12B 
VAN HOOL Van Hool NV, Bernard Van Hoolstraat 58, B-2500 Lier, Belgium 

Tel 00 32 3 420 20 20 Fax 00 32 3 482 33 60 www.vanhool.be 
Alizee Steel 12m 3.47m coach VDL Bus SB4000, Scania K114/K124, 


Moseley (PCV) Ltd, Elmsall Way, Dale Lane, South Elmsall, Pontefract, West Yorkshire WF9 2XS 
Tel 01977 609000 Fax 01977 609900 www.moseleycoachsales.co.uk 


Volvo B12M, B12B 


Coach distributors: Arriva Bus & Coach, Moseley, Scania Bus & Coach 


WRIGHTBUS 


Cadet 
Commander 

Solar 

Solar Fusion 
Eclipse Metro 
Eclipse Urban 
Eclipse Commuter 
Eclipse Fusion 
Eclipse Gemini 
Pulsar Gemini 


Wrightbus Ltd, Galgorm Industrial Estate, Fenaghy Road, Ballymena BT42 1PY 
Tel 02825 641212 Fax 02825 649703 www.wright-bus.com 


Aluminique 9.4-10.8 LF Midi VDL Bus SB120 
Ee 11.8m LF SD VDL Bus SB200 
Be 12m LF SD Scania L94UB 
BE 18m LF artic Scania LO4UA 
P= 12m LF SD Volvo B7L 
12m LF SD Volvo B7RLE 
12m SD Volvo B7RLE 
18m LF artic Volvo B7LA 
10.1-10.6m LF DD Volvo B7TL 
10.3m LF DD VDL Bus DB250 
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A new Plaxton Profile B7R for Amvale of Grimsby has been ordered with two 
sets of seats. For most of the year it is a 70-seater, used for school contracts 
and hires. But during the summer school holidays the 70 seats are removed 
and the coach is fitted with 53 reclining seats. Dual-tracking in the floor 
makes the conversion straightforward. 


Ree. =... 

ae? ——. 2a a 

Six Volvo B7TLs with 77-seat East Lancs Myllennium bodies bring to 15 the 
number of Volvo’s new-generation double-decker in service with Lincoln- 


used to expand InterConnect services in Lincolnshire. 
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The West Yorkshire Passenger PTE has expanded its Metro Connect network 
with a new service from Bradford to Leeds-Bradford International Airport. 
Using three long-wheelbase Cummins-engined Optare Solos, the 737 service 
provides a half-hourly link to the airport. The Solos are owned by the PTE, 
but are serviced and operated by Pegasus Coaches of Guiseley. 


Prentice Coaches of Haddington, East Lothian, has taken delivery of this new 
Mercedes-Benz Vario with 28-seat Esker body. The specification includes a 
radio and CD player, public address system, luggage racks with mahogany 
edges, forced air ventilation, reading lights, and a mahogany dashboard kit. 
It was supplied by Harry Ferguson Sales. 


NATIONWIDE RECOVERY 
16m PAINT BOOTH 
20,000ft? WORKSHOP 


shire RoadCar. “The B7TLs are highly reliable buses — it’s as simple as that,” 
says RoadCar engineering director Derek Bradley. The new Volvos are being 


CHASSIS & AXLE STRAIGHTENING 
COMPUTERISED WHEEL ALIGNMENT 


Go North East has secured the contract for a new high-frequency circular 
service at the expanded MetroCentre shopping and leisure complex in Gates- 
head. The service is funded by the MetroCentre and is operated by four new 
Optare Solos, painted in orange, green, yellow and blue to represent the four 
shopping zones of the centre. 


Neal’s Travel of Isleham, Cambridgeshire, is no stranger to Mercedes-Benz 
products, with long experience of running small Mercedes coaches. And now 
it has chosen Mercedes-Benz for its front-line full-size fleet, with a new 
Touro. “We run a modern fleet,” says Neal’s director Bridget Paterson, “and 


aim to invest in vehicles which provide our customers with comfort and 
reliability.” 


Dodsworths Coaches in Boroughbridge says that drivers enjoy the flexibility 
offered by the company’s new Plaxton-bodied Volvo B12B fitted with I-Shift 


transmission, using the manual option for urban driving, while switching 
to automatic on motorways and trunk roads. “The drivers like the choice of 


manual or automatic gear change and use both depending upon the 
conditions,” says John Dodsworth. 


Carlisle-based Irvings Coach Hire has taken delivery of a Bova Futura FHD 
12.340XE coach finished in its distinctive orange, blue and white livery. The 


12m coach has 53 seats, air-conditioning and additional marker lights at 
front and rear. 


PROVIDING POSITIVE SOLUTIONS TO CUTTING ACCIDENT REPAIR COSTS 


ONE STOP ACCIDENT REPAIR FACILITY 


TEL: 020 8858 3781 
FAX: 020 8858 5663 
fe 
te eae) 


TOTAL REPAIR SOLUTIONS 


CONCEPT COACHCRAFT 


rear, 


able 


99/V 
97/R 
97/R 
97/R 
95/N 
95/M 
95/N 
95/N 
95/M 
94/M 
92/pp 
88/pp 
87/pp 
86/pp 
82/pp 


LDV HI-ROOF 
CONVOY LUX SPEC 
MINICOACH 


PAS « 16 high back M2 seats on tracking * 
Soft trim * 3 point inertia belts with 
certificate * Bonded glass tinted windows ¢« 
Parcel racks * Quad vent ¢ Rear heater 
Front entrance lowered step * 8 speaker R/C 
¢ 4 interior lights with dim facility * Side 
impact bars fitted * COIF* Now with 4 years 


Mercedes 311, 
Wide range of spec's. Offside emer- 


Your choice. Best prices 
Finance to suit your requirements 
Wheelchair accessible vehicles avail- [ 


All new vehicles with M2 tested floors 


AND CONCEPT COACH SALES 


SPRINTER wheelchair 
lux spec, front accessible, 
entry, bonded front entry, 
glass, spec, luxury spec, 
immediate low miles 
delivery 


3132, 411 & 413 


Sprint Shift, wheelchair accessible, 


Sprinter 
available 
NOW 


0161 4069904 or 0161 406 9322 
Mike 07778 633561 
or Ray 07801 972537 


www.conceptcoachcraft.com gia 


COACHES 


Taylors of Sutton Scotney Ltd has the 


following vehicles for sale: 


Man Neoplan Transliner 49 seat Executive (A/C) ........cssssesessneees £95,000 
Dennis Neoplan Transliner 49 seat Executive (A/C) ........ssseseeeeeeee £70,000 
Dennis Berkhof Axial 53 seats (A/C ......ssssssssscccsssssssescseeeessaeees £65,000 
Dennis Berkhof Axial 53 seat (A/C)......:sssssssscsessseessstseesseees £65,000 
Dennis Berkhof Excellence 53 seats.........sssssscsseeesesssssereeeeees £45,000 
Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 320 53 seat .......scccccssseseeeeseeeees £50,000 
Toyota Optimo III 21 seat minicOach........cscssseseseeeeseeeteeeeeees £25,000 
Toyota Optimo Ill 21 seat minicOach........sssssseeeeseeeseeeteereeeeees £25,000 
MAN 11-190 Berkhof Excellence 35 seat........:sssssssseseeeeereeeees £45,000 
Dennis Berkhof Excellence 35 Seat ........ssssssseseeeeeessesssseeeeeeees £40,000 
MAN Kasshohrer Setra 49 seat Executive (A/C) ..csccssscesssesseeeees £28,995 
Volvo B10M Van-Hool Alizee 53 S@at......ccssceeeeeeceeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeees £25,000 
DAF MB230 Jonckheere Jubilee 53 Seat ......cccccccsseeeeeeeeesseeeeees £15,000 
Volvo B10M Plaxton Paramount 3200 53 seat.......sccssessseseeeees £15,000 
Ford Plaxton SUprOM@ <.ceckcsceatssseessssssssssesssscccssecrsssennsssnennnes £4,500 


All vehicles have a current MOT and are in good condition for year, no expense spared on 


maintenance. All prices are subject to VAT. Please call for further vehicle details. 


Tel: 01962 760222 (during office hours) 


Mobile : 07796 138844 


sales@taylors-coaches.co.uk 
Taylors of Sutton Scotney Ltd, The Grange, Oxford Road, 
Sutton Scotney, Winchester $021 3JL 


Stylish elegance, 
the perfect flagship 
for your fleet. 


Expensive? it may look it but a new Panther could well 
be more affordable than you might think. You could buy 
a brand new Panther - Volvo B12B from less than 
£2,000 per month with just 20% deposit. 


You can benefit from: 

@ Lower monthly payments 

Flexibility - three end of term options, purchase outright, 
return the vehicle or continue to finance, 
the choice is yours. 

@ Tax efficient - treat it as an outright purchase. 


Call us now for further details on just how affordable 
a new Plaxton could be: 


01909 551166 


Plaxton Coach Sales Centre 
Crossroads Anston Sheffield S25 4ES 
Tel: 01909 551166 Fax: 01909 567994 


mm PLAXTON 


Finance available to business users only, minimum age 18, subject to status 


Call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 
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AADER To advertise in Vehicle Trader call 
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MONTHLY 


2.5 TURBO DIESEL 

100 BHP.42.1N STOCKY 

ALSO AVAILABLE THE 

120 BHP 6 SPEED FOR 
zl EXTRA E650+WAT 
56 IN STOCK 


£7 5ivAr EG SiNAL co Sa 


00 F 
INO MILAGE RESTRICTIONS 


ROO 
NO WILAGE RESTRICTIONS 


Thier To advertise in Vehicle Trader call 


ROHILL 


MULTIRIDER 
12 SEATS 
8,500 MILES 
£30,000 


MAXIRIDER 
15 SEATS 
3,150 MILES 
£40,000 


ee 


AUTO SERVICE (PONTYPOOL) LTD 


MERCEDES-BENZ BUS & COACH PARTS 


A Family Busi rac Mar We stock a large range of high quality used 
a 4 pete Rated PSV Mercedes-Benz bus, coach, van and truck 
. spares to suit: 207D, 307D, 208D, 308D, 


WWW.MINIBUS-SALES.CO.UK 
MINI BUS & MINI COACHES 


NEW 
WE omen SN Fics cexsbcc snc Sncennsenstccsnpeseenrtaaasetiasopmonnsnisteisias seaocenabooctas gh 
LDV Convoy 75 PS H/R............. 


709D, 711D, 811D, 814D, Sprinter, Vario 814D, 
810D, 612D, 614D, Atego 815, 817 
other models also available. 


WE ARE ONE OF THE LARGEST USED 


M 
E 
R 
e 408D, 410D, 507D, 508D, 608D, 609D, 
D 
z 
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LDV Convoy 75 PS School s ideas ae 3 

(04) Renault Master, 15/17 seat minibus, 2.5 litre, 100bhp, delivery miles.......... ponanlniee £15,750 MERCEDES-BENZ DEALERS IN THE UK. 

3 2 em a 9 al aot nile So you will find our stock of engines, axles, 
very mileage, ears warranty was SU svscrnccmtaniann ss T asian tai tia eas ie ren ’ . 

citeh ipa. cane gearboxes, springs, wheels, cabs, doors, 

04 (04) Ford Transit 17 seat minibus, 125PS, 8000miles, COFIPSV.......0-envennnnnenen £18,750 panels, injector pumps, blocks, cranks, heads, 

04 (04) Ford Transit 17 seat minibus, 90PS, 8000miles, COF/PSV.......0.:.s:sssenenenensensesene £18,250 propshafts etc huge! 

03 (53) Ford Transit 17 seat minibus, 90PS, 16000miles, COF/PSV Sle castigo IRONS . 

04 (04) Ford Transit 17 seat minibus, 90PS, 21000miles, COF/PSV........ncennnne cove £16,495 We accept major credit cards so you can have 

02 (02) LDV Convoy 17 seat, H/R, 32,331 miles, 75PS, choice, PSV Was £10,950 .......0..0.0.0- £9,500 that much needed part within 24 hours. 

02 (02) Ford Transit 16 seats, M/H/R LWB, twin, S/L Doors, Choice ...........+ mages urine lOSFOD 

X (00) LDV Convoy 17 seat, L/R, 48,000 miles, 2.5Itr Ford Engine ...cacscsesesene £7,495 ALL OUR PARTS ARE GUARANTEED AND 

P (97) LDV Convoy Low roof, 17 Seats, COIF/PSV .........ccccsseeoe ee £3,500 ON THE SHELF READY TO GO. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
51 (01) LDV Convoy Hi Roof Wheelchair Accessible Minibus 2.5D, 8 seats or 6 passengers + 2 wheelchairs 
48,000 miles, Ricon in-board lift . : : £12,495 
02 (02) LDV Hi-Roof Wheelchair Accessible Minibus 2.5D, 8 seats or 6 passengers + 2 wheelchairs 
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Ricon in-board lift, 32,000 miles... £12,995 

Ratcliff underfloor lift 5 , ee £11,750 ERITH COMMERCIALS 

N (96) Iveco 35/10 Wheelchair Accessible Devon Conversion, Welfare Bus, 15 seat 

Unwin Tracking Throughout, Underfloor Chairlift, 69,000 miles : . £6,495 Tel: 01322 290921 - Fax: 01322 290049 


The above vehicle are subject to VAT. Finance and extended warranties are available. 
All used vehicles come with 12 months MOT/PSV 
ROCKHILL ROAD, PONTYPOOL, SOUTH WALES NP4 8AN 
10 minutes Junction 25A off M4 Motorway 


RING HAYDEN SKINNER ON 
Tel: 01495 757111 ¢ Mob: 07850 739446 
or visit our website: www.minibus-sales.co.uk 


James Coach Painters Moving into the future 
i ith H 
Vehicles For sale with Hansar 


Complete refurbishments including choice of re-trimmed Duple 
seats with lap belts or brand new seats with three point seatbelts; 
fully re-trimmed interiors where racks can be fitted if needed; new 
fitted floors including new steelwork; new tyres; re-panelled and 
painted white but can be painted to own specification at an addi- 
tional cost; double glazed windows can be fitted and rear windows 
removed if required and modern lights fitted; various MOTs. 

Prices start from £10,000. 


E-mail: m-benz@erithcommercials.co.uk 
www.erithcommercials.com 


WORLDWIDE EXPORTERS 


ERCEDES-BENZ BUS & COACH PARTS 


OHADESV TOPCO © HEBD NZMBD: omomowmsSs 


16 Coach seats with belts and tables; massive boot space plus driv- 
er’s bunk; new engine, manual box; £7,000 


We also fit wood effect dashboards and wheel trims which can 
be fitted to any of the above vehicles at an additional cost. #4 Hire Purchase 
These vehicles can also be customised to your own specific require- 


ments. #4 Finance Lease 
Don’t forget we also refurbish vehicles, so if your vehicle is 


looking tired and old why not give us a ring for a quote on wa Operating Lease HANSAR 
, ee eg 
; ‘ aa Choic?s LIMITED 


For all enquires call Hansar on: 


e | e O1 & 8 8 8 8 O All finance is subject to status and only available to persons aged 
La 18 or over. Business users only 


ue . F . Hansar Finance Limited, Bridgeway House, 
Or visit our website www.jamescoachpainters.co.uk Mellor Road, Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire SK85AU 
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1999 ‘T? 

DENNIS DART SLF, 
CAETANO COMPASS, 10.6M, 
31sTR + 19 STAND, 
W/C SPACE, CHOICE, 
New MOT 


2801 *yY’ 
BOVA FuTURA FHD, 

51 exec, A/C, TOILET, ViIDEQ, 
CONTINENTAL DOOR, 
COURIER, TELMA, 

MOT JUN OS 


2001 ‘x’ 
VoLvo B10M GL, 
PLAXTON EXCALIBUR, 
ZF auto, 49 RECLINERS, A/C, 
REAR TOILET, 1 OWNER, 
NEw MOT 


2000 ‘x’ 

Vo_vo B10M GL, 
PLAXTON PARAGON PLATINUM, 
49 EXEC, TOILET, VIDEO, 
New MOT 


BMORE IN STOCK 


UNIT 39, HOBBS IND EST, NEWCHAPEL, LINGFIELD, RHT7T 6HN 


Tet: 01342 835206 


FAx: 01342 835813 


VENTURA 


1992 & 1993 Loo ‘Vv’ 
DENNIS DART POINTER 1, FORD Iveco 49 - 10, 
MELLOR ACCESSIBLE, 16STR, 


40str + 18 STANDING, 
CumMMINS + ALLISON, 
VARIOUS MOTS 


3 POINT, ALL AGE BELTS, 
WHEELCHAIR SPACE, 
MOT APRIL OS 


1995 ‘mM’ 1998 ‘R’ 
VoLvo B10M, 
PLAXTON EXCALIBUR, 
49 RECLINERS A/C, CENTRE TOILET, 
BOILER COOLER, 1 OWNER. 
MOT Nov OS 


SCANIA IRIZAR, 
K113 TRI-AXLE, 
49 LUXURY RECLINERS, A/C, 
TOILET, TV-VIDEO, BOILER COOLER, 
MOT Nov OS 


1995 ‘mM’ 1997. ‘P’ 
DENNIS JAVELIN GX, Vo_vo B10M, 
PLAXTON PREMIERE 350, PLAXTON PREMIERE, 
50 RECLINERS, CONTINENTAL DOOR, 53 RECLINERS, 
REAR FLOOR MOUNT TOILET New MOT 
MOT Jury OS 


1997 ‘P’ 
SETRA S250 SPECIAL, 
49 Exec, A/C, REAR W/C, 
TV-ViDEO, COURIER, RETARDER, 
MOT Dec 


1998 ‘R’ 
MAN 18-350 NoOGE CATALAN, 
48sSTR EXEC, A/C, TV-VIDEO, 
AIRCRAFT, RACKS, POWER LOCKERS, 


DRIVERS BUNK, TELMA, COURIER, 
CONTINENTAL DOOR, 
MOT JAN OS 


BSFINANCE B@PART EXCHANGE 


BRENTAL 


EMAIL: INFO@VENTURASALES.CO.UK 


BRITAIN’S LARGEST MINIBUS SELECTION 


Direct from the UK’s leading vehicle 
adaptation specialist a 


Welcome to Britain's most extensive range 
of standard & wheelchair accessible 
minibuses, designed to meet a wide 
range of transport needs. Whatever 


the nature of your business, we 


\ 
have the make, model and 


specification to meet 
your needs. 


Peugeot 
MONARCH 


Exclusively available from Allied Vehicles 


Allied Vehicles - 
exceptional quality; 
exceptional choice; 

unbeatable value. 


Volkswagen 
Transporter 


@) _Variable seating arrangements 
; ; Available for immediate Delivery 
@ Optional wheelchair access (ramp or tail-lift) | peyceor MONARCH 
9 seat, 250 low roof, 2.0 HDi, white £16,195 + vat 
=— UNBEATABLE PRICES 9 seat, 250 low roof, 2.0 HDi, aluminium .............. £16,495 + vat 
12 seat, 290 roof roof, 2.0 HDi, white. £17,995 + vat 
12 seat, 290 low roof, 2.0 HDi, aluminium £18,295 + vat 
£16,195 + var 
7 seat + 3 wheelchair + hydraulic tail lift, 
£17,995 + VAT 350 LWB, high roof, 2.0 HDi, aluminium £23,600 + vat 
£20,195 + var 10 seat, 2 wheelchair, 


290 SWB, high roof, 2.0 HDi, white £19,955 + var 
£20,495 + vat Call now for our full stock list 


@ 5 years unlimited mileage warranty 


‘i Peugeot Eurob 
Vollswagen Caravel Mercedes Sprinter \ eaeStBarobaS 


Freephone 0800 916 3086 


Driving For Perfection 


A —— OF OUR QUALITY PRE OWNED VEHICLES 
Mercedes-Benz 


BRAND NEW MERCEDES CDI 
LUXURY SPEC MINICOACH 
Front entry off side emergency exit, 
16 H/B soft trim seats with 3 point 
inertia belts, roof vent, rear heater, 
large tinted windoows, parcel 
shelves, interior reading lights with 
dim facility, full speaker sound sys- 
tem, walnut trim dash 
REAR BOOT SPACE UK VEHICLE, 
3 YEARS WARRANTY, CONCEPT 
m CONVERSION... £28,995 BUILT & 
mm READY TO GO. 


THE LOW COST MINICOACH 
2002 (02) LDV CONVOY TURBO DIESEL 


Front entry minicoach with lowered step, 16 H/B 
bare on seats behind the driver with 3 point inertia 
elts, interior lighting, full sound system, roof vent, 
latest Ford Dura Torque engine and gearbox, PAS 


2002 TURBO DIESEL LDV CONVOY WITH 
BRAND NEW LUXURY SPEC OLrMPUS CON- | 
VERSION, f 


51 PLATE LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT FAC- 
TORY MINIBUS, LWB Hi) root SLD. 17 fo 


d facing high ba 


03 PLATE LDV CONVOY, (1 
E 17 Seat Factory Minibus, \W8, 
{ atest spe 


1999 LDV CONVOY LUXURY MINICOACH 
t 


Front entry lowered step 16 high back soft 

trim passenger seats, 3 point inertia belts, e e : . , 

tinted windows, parcel s elves, rear heater ( B seats with nv “5 ber 3 poe “ el 5 Ford diese e 
8 speaker hi-fi system, interior lightin terior light 
dim facility, PAS, quad vent, COMP an and acta 


hi ¥ AVAILABLE: 1998 LUXURY minicOACH 
Call for details 


Y REG LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT 
FACTORY MINIBUS 


You think it we build it 

Standard sec includes PAS, 16 high back M2 seats on track- 
ing, 3 point inertia belts with certificate, tinted windows, 
parcel racks, quad vent, rear heater, front entrance with low 
ered step, 8 speaker hi-fi 4 interior lights with dim facility, 
side impact bars fitted, COIF. 


52 PLATE 
FORD TRANSIT 


15 seat factory minibus, LWB, 
SLD, Genuine 36,000 miles from : 
new, 90PSI, 2.4 Turbo diesel 
Duo Torque engine, PAS, full 

sound system, tinted windows, 


£13, 150; 


a 
RANGE OF 
COLOURS t 
latest spec : 
BRAND NEW LDV EXTRA LWB MAX! LUXURY MINICOACH - ane 995 


With power door & offside emergency exit, fro y H/B soft trim seats 


3 point inertia belts, par with dim facility, 
quad vent, rear heater, uN syst ates 10 ps ro To urbo diesel engine, 
large boot space, full COIF and 4 years warranty 


concept conv n, build and ready to go today 


1998 REG LDV CONVOY, Low roof factory 
minibus, LWB low roof, side loading door, 


NORTH VALLEY, COLNE BB8 ORF 
TEL 01282 615138/867712 


WE LL CHANGE THE WAY 


YOU THINK ABOUT VANS. 


FINANCE ARRANGED 


Call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


17 forward facing hi-back seats with 3 point 
inertia belts, 2.5 Ford Diesel engine & gear- 
box, full sound system, interior lighting 
power steering £3,995 Other low roof 
minibuses available - ring for details. 


hus AND I /4 PROFESSIONAL 49) 


02 PLATE LDV CONVOY TURBO DIESEL 
17 seat factory minibues 

LWB, PAS, High roof, SLD, 17 H/B seats 
with 3 point inertia belts, latest 2.4 T/D 
Dura Torque Ford engine + gearbox, 
interior lighting, full sound system, 
PAS, Ready to go £8,995 


All Super Low Floor - Bargains Plaxton 


2001 MINIDARTS - CHOICE OF 3 Super condition with ramps 

2004 SUPER LOW FLOOR MINIDART with special seats - lap & diagonal belts 
MORE SUPER LOW FLOOR 10.7 PLAXTONS AND MARSHALL Up to 43 seats + 19 
98, 99 & 2000 CHOICE OF FIVE PLAXTON 10.1 1997 with 33 to 35 seats 

2001 MINIDARTS - CHOICE OF 3 Super condition with ramps 

FOR ONLY £35,000 SUPER LOW FLOOR - Great Value 

CHOICE OF TWO SUPER LOW FLOOR 99 NEOPLANS 12 metre, Jumbo luggage 
racks for airports etc. 

IVECO SUPER SERVICE BUS 26 + 8 air suspension, Telma, 1800 Turbo. Very, very 
smart and economy £8000 


Blytheswood Motors Limited, Glasgow 
Tel: 0141 221 3165 Fax: 0141 221 3172 


PILKINGTONS BUS & COACH SALES 


1993 OPTARE METRORIDER, 25 SEATS, WIDE DOOR............:0:00 £3,995 
1991 MERCEDES ALEXANDER, 25 SEATS SERVICE BUS, 
HIGH BAOK SEATS; PP iisssissssssnretants<ssutteeoness teeter angie ramaptoncntted 
1991 MERCEDES 16/20 SEATIBEETED PP iaiicrrcscicastnyeah ce treactanersennnse 
91/95 IVECO, 25 HIGH BACK SEATS COACH/BUS, 
SEAT (BGLE Dc Fe ets aor caatecan asada ees cent uennais eesavetnaenoworscase 
1987 SCANIA K92, 60 SEAT SERVICE BUS, EAST LANCS BO 


CHOICE OF 6 OLYMPIAN/TITAN FROM £3,500 - £6,750 


ALL SOLD WITH FULL MOT, ALSO SPARE PARTS FOR VOLVO, CUMMINS B SERIE 
GARDNER, DAF. NEW & RECON ENGINES AVAILABLE. CHOICE OF 10 GOOD CONDITION 
SERVICE BUSES GREENWAY, LYNX, NAT 1/2 OFFERS INVITED 


ACCRINGTON ¢ 01254 237032 


NEOPLAN SKYLINER 
1986 PRIVATE PLATE 


Gardner Automatic. 
MoT Aug 05 
£15,000 + VAT ono 


1994 L Mercedes 811 
22 seater coach, front air door, ex 
school bus, fitted with bench seats, 
seat belted. Long 2005 MoT’s, new 
tyres, all on tracking. Choice of 5 
and trial bargain price. 

PSV tested + 24 seaters. 
£3,995 + VAT 
All credit cards accepted 
Parkway Commercials 
Tel: 0208 759 3969 
Mob: 07766 670 411 
07831 312879 


© HOLLOWAYS € ormee 


For the Biggest and Best Selection of New 
and Used Minibuses and Midi Coaches 


CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
www. nollouwvalycormercials.co.UIZ 


DIVOZ 56661 


As above 
1988 PRIVATE PLATE 
MoT Sept 05 
£16,000 + VAT ono 


Tel: 01803 864161 or 
407270 


1998 R Iveco 35 Cl 
15 seater bus, rear under slung tail 
lift, 108,000kms, front air door, only 


NORTHERN IRELAND 


1997 Mercedes Vario Plaxton 
Beaver 2 
33 seats, retrimmed + 1 years MoT. 
Great bus £18,750 + VAT 


13 seats, red paintwork, 1 owner, 
drives superb, good condition, direct 
dial a ride M453 
£5,250 + VAT 
All credit cards accepted 
Parkway Commercials 
Tel: 0208 759 3969 
Mob: 07766 670 411 
07831 312879 


1985 Van Hool Volvo B10M 
refurbished inside & recon engine. 
55 seats £16,500 + VAT 


Tel: 02890 742444 


50 hus AND coach PROFESSIONAL 


To advertise in Vehicle Trader call on 


1995 M Mercedes 410 . 
14 seater minibus, 90,000kms, 1 
authority owner, front air door, Unwin 
tracking, rear Ratcliff tail lift, 3 point 
seatbelts, new tyres, very clean 
vehicle, 5 speed manual, must be 
viewed, credit card accepted. 

M4 J3 Heathrow. 
£3,995 + VAT 
All credit cards accepted 
Parkway Commercials 
Tel: 0208 759 3969 
Mob: 07766 670 411 
07831 312879 
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TIMBERBUSH 


TOURS 


MERCEDES 814 VARIO 
2002/02 REG 
24 Coach Seats, plus courier seat; 
luggage racks, and forced air. 
ONYX conversion. 
Excellent Condition 


£28,000 + VAT 


MERCEDES SPRINTER 
413 CDI 2002/02 Reg 
16 Coach Seats, luggage racks, forced 
air, panoramic tinted windows, 
coach rear. ONYX conversion. 
Excellent Condition. (choice of two) 


£22,500 + VAT 


Please telephone: Timberbush Tours 


0131 226 6066 caindurgn 


COACHES AVAILABLE 


1990 Leyland Swift Reeve 
Burgess Harrier 
37 seats manual, cummins 6BT, 
new clutch, wheel trims, MOT to 
10/05, tax, seatbelts. 
Certified 28/10/03 Ex Police. 
Low mileage. 
£7,895 ono 


1996 Tiger Duple 320 
53 seats, service, 
MOT 10/05, 4 new tyres 
Good work horse, tax to 04/05 
£4,200 ono 


1989 Dennis Javelin 
Duple 320 
70 seat, new conversion lap 
and diagonal. MOT to 03/05, 
tax to 10/05. Excellent 
condition, drives like new. 
Private plate £28,000 


Call Nick on 
01929 423388 or 
0777 843 0486 


1998 R VW LT35 TDi LWB 
Minibus 
9 seater + 4 wheel chairs, 
95,000miles, under slung platform, 
Unwin tracking, SLD, 1 authority 
owner. Very good condition, must 
be viewed. 
£8,500 + VAT 
All credit cards accepted 
Parkway Commercials 
Tel: 0208 759 3969 
Mob: 07766 670 411 
07831 312879 


1996 IVECO BEULAS 
49 seats, full soec, MOT June 05 


2000 MAN 24,400 
Catalan 370 Executive Noge 
49 seats, full spec, 

12 months MOT 


1999 MAN Catalan Noge, 
51 seats, Triaxle, full spec 


For full specifications please visit 
www.closeassetfinance.co.uk 
Contact 


ANN SOAR 01283 742585 


® 


RADER To advertise in Vehicle Trader call 


Riada 20 - 1 only 


— | 


814D 28 - 1 only 


— oe oe 


_ q 
‘an 


Sprinter 16 reg'd demo 
(special price) 


Setra S215HD (White) 49 reclining seats, toilet, fridge, radio & pa system 
Wired for video. MOT‘d till Dec 2005...... 
Setra S215HD all details the same as above. MOT'd 


till Dec 2005 


Touring 39 - 1 only 


SKE 


BUS & COACH 


Cimo 33 - 1 only 


For the finest new and quality pre-owned 
16 to 41 seat Mercedes coaches available 


Call the Sales & Service Centre on: 


(01909) 552244 


Esker Bus & Coach (UK) Ltd., Brooklands Park, Dinnington, 


Sheffield S25 2JY 


EDINBURGH CASTLE 
COACHES LTD 


(INCORPORATING SILVER COACH 
LINES and GRAY LINE) 


£25000. o.n.0 
Price £28,000. 0.n.0 


Setra S 250 ( 8 Speed Gearbox 4/4) ( P ) plate with 48 reclining seats, fridge, toilet, tv/video, hot water 
dispenser. Taxed and MOT'‘d. These vehicles are in immaculate condition and have been 


maintained to a very high standard. Choice of 3 : 

Setra S 250 Auto. ( R ) plate with the same specifications as the vehicles above 
Again there is a choice of 3 — 

Volvo B10m Cataeno Enigma (White) 51 reclining seats with air-con 

tadio pa system, wired for video and MOT'd till March 2005 


Volvo B10m JonkHeere Mistral 50. ( White) with 51 reclining seats air-con, toilet 


tv/dvd. MOT'd till January 2006 
MAN 11.220 HOCL Cataeno Algarve II (Whit) with 35 reclining seats, radio 
Forced air. MOT‘d till March 2005 


.. Price £80,000 each 


Price £85,000 each 


— 78, 000. o.n.o 
Gi pa system 
Price £75, 000. o.n.0 


‘Da system 


Price £45,000. o.n.o 


Toyota Optimo’s choice of 3 (2 s iver 1 white) with Ige boots all have air-con & 


radio/pa systems with large boots, MOT'd till March & April respectively 


Price £14,000.0.n.0 


All these vehicles have removable vinyls. 
All prices are + VAT & sale sie 


Brand New;- The new LX 29 on Mercedes 0814 chassis as seen at the ue 
This has 29 reclining seats air-conditioning, tv/dvd, radio/pa system and 3 point seat belts 
Also fitted with retarder/brake exhauster. 


Priced at £87,500 


Contact Peter on 


0131 554 5413. 


81 Salamander Street, Leith, Edinburgh EH6 7JZ 
Tel; 0131 555 0034 Or; 0131 554 5413 


Fax; 0131 553°3721 


e-mail: edincasco@silvercoachlines.co.uk 


Call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


Volvo B10M Plaxton 
Excaliber 1998 


MoT May 2005, 49 seater, 
full exec, AC, Volvo 
maintained 


£82,500 ono plus VAT 


North Dorset Travel 
Tel: 01202 311799 
Mobile: Richard 
07831 234544 


Sprinter 16 + boot - 1 only 


(Se 


v 


—— 
Sprinter 16 - choice of 2 


2001 Iveco Beaulas Mobility: Gonoh 
r DDA 


Redwing Ci 
Mobility Co 


Paul Campana, Managing Director 
Redwing Coaches, 10 Dylan Road, 
London SE24 OHL 
Call 020 77 33 1124 or visit our website: 
www.redwing-coaches.co.uk 
At £127,500 


2000 W Iveco 35 Cll MWB 
Hi-roof panel van, 68,000kms, front 
lower entry door, rear under slung 
tail-lift, 7 seater + 2 wheel chairs, 
1 company owner, diamond white 
paintwork, very good condition, roof 
loghts, sky light. Must be viewed. 
£13,750 + VAT 
All credit cards accepted 
Parkway Commercials 
Tel: 0208 759 3969 
Mob: 07766 670 411 
07831 312879 


Volvo B10M 
Jonckheere Body 


23 Double seats 
with lap belts 


£460.00 
01952 541692 


PLAXTON POINTER 
DART SLF 10.8 


First reg July 2003, 
38 seats or 34+1 


wheelchair, only 26,000 
miles, as new, white, 
MoT to June 


£83,000 + VAT 
01303 266533 


95 ‘M’ Iveco 59-12 
15 seater minibus, under slung tailift, 
3 point seat belts, only 11 seats, 
diamond white, front air door, 
ex-local authority. 
Must be viewed. Bargain 
£3,995 + VAT 
All credit cards accepted 
Parkway Commercials 
Tel: 0208 759 3969 
Mob: 07766 670 411 
07831 312879 


hus AND coach PROFESSIONAL Gl 


TEL. NO. 0141 221 3165 
FAX NO. 0141 221 3172 
EVENING: 0141 639.6107 


1992 to 1996 Alexande! 
25+8 Seat, Destination, Power Door, all 
Tested From £350.00 All Ready to Work 

996 BEAVER 709D 27 + PEN. 
995 Mercedes 709D Marshall 26 + Pen 
1994 709 Alexander 27 + Pen 
994 709 Beaver Pen 
995 Alexander 33+! 3 Seats, Auto 
BILD 1993 Plaxton 3! +10 Seats, Auto 
814D 1997 Alexander 27+8 Seats. 
Air Suspension .Power Door, Destinatior 
ze Choice of 3. £ 18000.00 


814D 1997 Plaxton 27+12 Seats, Air 
982 MCW Metro Bus. Si Sension, New Tel a, 


76 Seats, Alexander Fully eter etc 
Auto - Choice Available “Kneeling, Sei £ 2400.00 
£3500 814D 2000 31 Semi Coach Seat 
812/53 MCW Air, Knex Telma 
76 Seats, Auto Height 14 ft 6 84D N shall 33 Semi Coach 
Only 1900.00 Kneeling (1199) Air Susp......£24500.00 
Mercedes Beaver 33 & 29 in Stock 
Mercedes Pronto !6 Destination Plaxton 
1994 Mercedes 27 + 12 Extra Large 
£ 3000.00 
£ 2000.00 


e 
Excellent Vehicle 
Only £ 20000.00 


£ 25000,00 


1988 Volvo City Bus 
85 Seat, Auto, ELCB 
Single & Double Door, 

Tyres, Tested 

Height 15 
Choice Available 


Mellor & Plaxton Full Coach Spec 


Door, PA System, Double Glazed Forced 
Air Vent, Reading Lights, Doing 20mp 
EARLY 
CHOICE OF AUTO 


— 


965 

Park Royal Body,Open 

Platform, Tyres Cummins 
Auto, Refurbished 


pn Cheetah Full Spec 
1999 Plaxton Cheetah 25 Jumbo Boot 
1998 Mercedes 814D 33 Seat Coach 
1998 Mercedes 814D 33 Seat Coac 


Manual or Auto, Telma,Large Boot ,Power 


16 SEATS, 6 WHEELCHAIRS 
DELUXE,POWER DOOR 
PANORAMIC WINDOWS 
DUAL PURPOSE 
OR 
SERVICE BUS 


_ GLASGOW G3.81Q 


as =i 


POWER DOOR, 16 SEATS METALIC SILVER —Lzamsit 17 Seat with COIF 


MANUFACTURES 4YRS WARRANTY 
ON ALL NEW LDV’S .......£24500.00 


OUWANS 
IV 


CHOICE OF ALL SUPER LOW FLOOR 


2004 MiniDart with 3Point Belts 
2001 Choice of 3 MiniDarts 


1998 - 99 Choice of 4 Mini to 10.7 
1997 Choice of Six Plaxton 10.1 Darts 
1999 Neopians 12 Metre, Jumbo Lug: 
All Tested with RAMPS. Plain White Excellent wiht 

16 Seats LW 


PLAXTON PRONTO 
IN STOCK 


Maintenance & Condition 


New Alexander MiniDarts with Belts or without Belts 
OPTARE SOLO SLIMLINE OR NORMAL WIDTHS/1 


Full Luxury Spec, 3 Point Belts, 


£48000.00 to £53000.00 
Plaxton 


.£78000.00 LDV 12-17 LUXURY 


nt Entry Panoramic Windows, Power Door. 
¢ Ford Turbo 
£14950.00 
16 Seats LWB Wheel ir 
£ 26500.00 EARLY 
Service or Ci 
Power Glider Door, Destination.......-£25000.00 


Factory 15 Seat NEW Sport 


£16500.00 


.£35000.00 
Racks for Airports 


box, Telma, Power Door 


Air Vent. 


MPG CHOICE 


New Solo 8.5 20 Seated ( Poss 29 ) + 2 Wheelchairs, 
Facing Rear With RAMP, Head Lightin 


Front Entry 16 Seat 


& Electric £ 24000.00 


Destination, Mercedes or Cummings Engine 


2003 MERCEDES 24 Seat Poy 
Door Only $2000K 

999 Transit 14 Hiback PSV 
996 MERCEDES 609D 24 Coa 
Boot Power Door Only 232 
997 ME. DES 

Spee Only 264K Power [ 

1998 MERCEDES 614 


Belts, Powe’ 


Door 52k 
Boot Spee Boot, Racks 
Door, Co 


995 MERCEDES 709D 29 Hi Bi: 


30K Re 


03 814D 24 Seat Power 
97 611D 24 Seat P. Doo 
97 612D 24 Seat Boot 

98 614D 24 Seat L 


98 614D 24 Seat Bel o 
£12000.00 


New Mercedes Vito's Super f 
Finish & Performance 1996 ME 
Available in Long & ExtraLong 24 Coac 

88 BHP 109 BHP 150 BHP. Large Boot 


SPRINTERS 413D 
Luxury Fe er £27500 
Forced Air Ventilation, 16 Se 

g Lights, Twin Whee 


SLID 19915 a £ 3500.00 

814D 1993 33 Hiback s, Boot = 

814) 1998 23+8 Upgraded HiBack Seats, Ne 

T Low mileage DIPTAC 

4D 1998 Plaxton 33 Highback Sea 

Telma £ 24500.00 

814D 1998 Marshall 27+S Seats, DUAL 

Telma,DIPTAC £ 23000.00 

814D 1998 Mellor 29-6 or 31. Upgraded Luxury Spec. - In Stock 
_ MiTo's 0} 


Seats, Telma, Choice 


814D 1999 Marsha! 


709D 1995 29 Hib 


Luxury - Super Luxury 


€ 23000,09 Up to 2 Wheelchairs 


ack Seats, Power Door 


or No Boot_ All Forced Air 


Ventilation, Electric Windows 


NEW Mercedes SPRINTER 


3 Wheelchairs, 16 Coach Seats 


PRIVATE PLATE 
VOLVO PLAXTON 40000 TWIN 


DECK - TRIPLE AXLE 64 COACH 
SEATS Belted & New Test 
ONLY £ 16000.00 


we 


1985 Dennis Dominator 
75 Seat,Voith Auto,Kirkstall Axle,Air 
Suspension, Northem Counties, Sin; 


Luxury. Tinted Electric Window 
& Mirrors JAN DEL 
Ford Transit 15 Seat 
Air Conditioned - Electric 
Mirrors & Windows - STOCK 


= 


Ford Tourneo 9 Seat. 
Air Conditioned, Electric 
Mirrors & Windows STOCK 


Door,GardnerTyres, Tested 


VERY CLEAN Only £ $800.00 
14 Highback Seats, PSV 


BOOK YOUR NEW 
VEHICLES FOR JAN IST 
DELIVERIES FROM 
5 SEATS/8/16/24/33 & 47 
983- 1988 Leyland Oly jan 
ATLANTIAN OPEN TOP — 72 - 77 Seats Available, Some Low 
AVAILABLE NOW Bridge, Tyres Included, Gardner 


D0 ~~ Height - 138 to 14' 6 fi 
ats 1 From £ 4000.00 - £ 15501 


198] Metrobi p 87 
Choice of 5 with Gardner Engine and 
one 1985 all Tested, Tyres included 


Only £1800.00 


S EATING 
SUIVIS 40 


ATLANTIAN OPEN TO 
READY FOR XMAS 


FINANCE AVAILABLE 
on All Vehicles we offer 
Hire or Lease Purchase 
Agreements at Competitive 
Rates, Call For A Quote 


| 
| 
Choice Available 


Height 14ft 6 
IVECO ENGINE OR 
CUMMINS 
ALL WITH TYRES 


ATLANTIAN OPEN TOP 


<a 


1996 Mercedes 814D 33 Seat Couc 
1993 Mercedes 814D 33 Scat Coa 
1993 Mercedes 814D Plaxton 


199) u culas 
All Extras Low Mileage 


997 B10 Vanhool Exec, 


Air Conditioned, £75000.00 
986 DAF Lag 51 Hiback Seats 6 Speed 
Metallic & Ordinary Paint 


‘cading Lights,Forced Air Vent..£ 3000.00 
Ree ni AGH apred Ase ca IMMEDIATE DELIVERY * VAT 


4 Doors & T 6 & Rear 
Door, CDI Engine giving over 60 
MPG,Can up to 2 Wheelchait’s, 


993 PLAXTON 814D 


£24000.00 


Service or Dual Purpose Destination & 


choice of Seats 


LWB. Metr 


_16 + Power Door 


Boot 


New Mercedes Vit 
8 © Driver’ 2 Wheelchairs. STOCK 
New Mercedes Sprinter Pronto 
6 Wheel Chair 
New Mercedes 413 Twin 
65 Wheelcha 
New Mercedes 814D 
-7DAYS 
$, Flat Floor Early 


STOCK 


STOCK 


= 1989 ~TURB & 
to 86 Seats with ELC Body, Turbo,ZF 
Auto, Single Twi Or Door High 
Bel ¢ Racks, Boot, T . Speed Diff 
M plus 9 Standees Height 15f 
VERY GOOD CONDITION 
Choice from £13000,00 


New and Used DDA ompliant, Dual 


| 


1985 Setra Kassbohrer 49/53 Hiback Racke 
Telma, Fridge,Reading Light Seated and Standees 

1998 IVECO 
Seats, Air Suspension Telma, Large 


£8000.00 Me 
26 Coach S 


35 Coach Reclining Air 
Conditioning Telma, 
Double Glazed Tints, 
Curtains 
LOW MILEAGE 


16 5 Convoy Wheelchair, Lux. Specification 
Panoramic Windows, Front Entry 

jes 1995 

4 Wheelchairs 


Seats & Belts 
fHyundi 96 


Forced Air £ 4500.00 th 
1987 SETRA 49/53 MERC VS All Ful c Part 
£ 5500.00 Group, V 


New Beaver CHOICE OF NEOPLANS 
DDA Manual or Auto on Spring Susp, alse ag 1988 New Engine. 77 Seats 


ow Mileag ng sonal 
Extra, Low Mileage Engine, Exceptiona plus DDA Compliant with Electric Step RMOMACULATE 


er, 7 wat - MAIL = BLYTHSWOOD 
! Available on All Vehicles - We offer H JR TED 
Purchase Agreements at Competitive aaa COACHES - BUSES - ALL SIZES &SHAPES 


—_ please call for an immediate Q FOR H.-CASH MINI TO DOUB 


Asset Solutions 


STOCK LIST 


BUS 
2003 Mercedes Sprinter SLF 10 seats A/C 
1999 10.7m 30 seat S.L.F. Dennis Darts Plaxton Pointers 
Air/con. Choice of 5 
1999 Dennis Dart Super Pointer Dart 11.2m 41 seats 
1997 S.L.F. Dennis Dart UGV Excellent low floor conversion 
1995 Volvo Olympian Alexander Royale, 
Wheelchair lift Large lower deck capacity 
1990 Leyland Swift Wadham Stringer 33 seats 
1984 Olympian 73 seats Single Door 
Choice of 1981 MCW Deckers 


COACH 
2001 Iveco Beaulas A/C 49 Exec V.G.C. 
1998Toyota Optimo Exec 21 seats 
1998 Merc Hispano Manual A/C Exec 
1994 MAN EOS90 49 Exec A/C 
1993 Bova Futura 51 Exec 
Choice of early B10M's 
1980 57 seat Plaxton 


To View Call 
07712 108 241 


1998 Mercedes 0404 Hispano 2000 Iveco Beulas Stergo 


49 seats, W/C, A/C 


EOS 90 


1993 Bova Futura 
51 seats, W/C 


Ete : 1997 Dennis Dart / 
1991 Volvo B10M Paramount UGV bodies 


49 seats, W/C 


1995 Volvo Olympian, 
Alexander Royale 


1999 10.7m 30 seats Dennis Darts 


1996 Volvo B10M Jonckheere : 
Plaxton Pointers 


53 seats 


2003 Mercedes Sprinter SLF 
10 seats, A/C 


hus AND Loach PROFESSIONAL 


i 
} 


“THE UK’S NO.1 
OPTARE |)EALER” 


NEW VEHICLES 


Optare Nouvelle SR: 29/33 seats, forced air, 
reading lights, curtains, PA, large boot 
Optare Solera: 39/35/31 seats + courier, air con, 
double glazed, plug door, large boot + side locker 
Optare Sorocco: 16/19/22 Coach built, Mercedes 
413CDi, reclining seats, air con, plug door, large boot 
Optare Bonito: Ford Transit, coach built, 

16 seats, forced air, plug door, large boot 
Leyland DAF: 16 seats, forced air, 
reading lights, bonded windows 


Mercedes 413 CDi: 16 seats, 4 stair, 
reading lights, coach back end 


Ring Steve for the 
best deal possible 


USED VEHICLES 


2002 02 Reg Mercedes 814D Vario 
Plaxton Cheetah, 25 reclining seats & courier 


2001 Y Reg Optare Sorocco 16 seats, 
air conditioning, plug door, large boot 


2000 Wreg Mercedes 614D, 24 seats, power door 
1999 V Reg Mercedes 614D, 24 seats, power door 
1996 P Reg Leyland DAF, 16 seater 

N Reg Mercedes 814L, 35 seats +courier 


Tel: 01302 770863 
07836 551020 
Fax: 01302 771666 


Call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


To advertise in Vehicle Trader call on 


CHEAPIES! 


SERVICE BUSES & COACHES 


03/03 SLF DART. Rare opportunity to buy a one owner 7/03 registered 10.7m SLF Dart with 
only 26,000 recorded miles! Various seating / wheelchair configurations. Immaculate! £85,000 


92/J DARTS. Excellent 9.8m examples with the strong Wright Handybus body. 40 seats plus standing 
All with good tests, later style screens, split steps and some retrimmed and with 
Reduced Pollution Certificates. These won't hang around for long) ........ avancesansesunepste From £7500 


DARTS. Extremely tidy 8.5m 28 seat Carlyle bodied examples. Nice straight bodywork, smartly 
retrimmed. Long MOT’s. Handful available and always in GEMANG. .....ssessssssstesssesesseees ALL SOLD 


OLYMPIANS / CUMMINS L10 / ZF. Big 78 seaters + 17 standing. One owner, nice tidy bodies and 
interiors. Extremely sought after specification and go really well.ONLY ONE LEFT NOW! 
Currently being prepa red for test. RESErVE NOW. ....sssessssssssssesssesssseescsesseeersteneteteteteeeseees 


TITAN Unusual single door 66 seater with Gardner turbo. Retrimmed. Recent test. 
This is one owner vehicle and drive really well, Not your USUAl Titan!.......ssecssseeseseeseee From £5950 


TITANS. Single-doored. Good strong buses. Various layouts. Some are one owned and 
straight from well regarded municipal owner. Still the best riding GeCKers! ....sssssssesee From £3500 


METROBUSES. One municipal owner. Single doored. Mechanically exceptional and 
most have long tests. Some are 4-speed with higher speed diffs so a bit special! ......From £3250 


GREENWAYS. 11.6m 49 seat Volvo powered examples. Two only, one of which has rare 
eee From £5500 


GREENWAYS. 10.6m 41 seat Gardner 6HLXB powered examples in very good shape 
throughout. Semi-auto, excellent interiors. Always sought after. Various tests. 
Our biggest sellers and the best value heavy duty single-deckers on the market........ From £2500 


GREENWAYS. Last few available. Superb 10.6m Gardner/ZF dual-door examples in 
great shape. Fully auto with retarders. Semi-standee interiors with seating for 
24 + 48 standing. Ideal for airport, docks or shuttle work, or will up-seat easily......... From £3500 


NATIONAL ‘URBAN BUS’ Rare Cummins / Allison powered rebuilt National 
Very tidy 49 seat + 24 standing interior. Drives like a heavyweight Dart! Reliable beast 
which is known as ‘Frankenstein’ due to its hybrid content. Great spare bus. 


LYNX / TL11 or GARDNER. Choice of untested ones needing some TLC. To clear.......From £1500 


METROBUSES, TITANS & OLYMPIANS. Always a selection available. .............cccee From £2500 


UNUSUAL LEOPARD. Re-bodied in the mid-80's with a Berkhof Esprite. Semi-auto, 
Excellent 49-seat interior. This is an absolute gem to drive and IOOKS Great tOO..sseseseeeeee 


Mk1 / Mk2 NATIONALS. Last few left. Gardner and Leyland engines. Various specs. From £750 


RENAULT DODGE. Driver training bus. Fully auto. Runs well. TO Cleal. ..sesssesssessseerseerneesseesseeese £500 


VINTAGE 
1965/8 ROUTEMASTERS. Big 72 seat LWB versions with Cummins re-power. 
From a well egarded source and in excellent shape. Some tested. Not the cheapest ones around 


but then you get what you pay for and these are selling out fast. LAST FEW! ......sssssssese RING! 


PRICES ARE PLUS VAT AND SOME VEHICLES MAYBE ON CONTRACT TYRES. 
ALL RUNNING VEHICLES ARE FULLY GUARANTEED TO THE GATES OF OUR 
YARD. NO MUD, NO MISDESCRIPTIONS & NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR GRAFFITI, 
MOULD & ETCHED GLASS! 


ALWAYS A FURTHER CHOICE OF VEHICLES AVAILABLE OR SOURCED TO 
ORDER. WE ARE ENTHUSIASTS OFFERING A POLITE & FRIENDLY SERVICE 
WHICH IS WHY MORE THAN 50% OF OUR BUSINESS IS REPEAT. 


== MIKE NASH 
an BRITISH BUS SALES 


Tel: 07836 656692 or 
01306 628001 & Fax 


NORMAL OFFICE HOURS ONLY PLEASE 
www. britishbussales.co.uk 
nashionalbus1@btconnect.com 
SITUATED JUST 5 MINUTES FROM M25 J10 (A3 SURREY). 
VIEWING IS STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
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On Site Service li / 


The UK’s Noi Seatbelt Installers 


> i om | Tron sa 


) c mastercard Wn ZY. 


Your Seat Belt Installation is our Reputation 


susiness — \ EVERY FORTNIGHT 4 


| Profile your services to the industry with 
Bus and Coach Professional 


01952 204920 4 CALL JO TAYLOR on 01952 204920 


Schoolbus: 


Comfortable, robust and 

easily installed, the 
new Cogent Schoolbus 
Seat achieves all C.0.1.F 
dimensions with ease. 


Cogent Passenger Seating Ltd 
email: seats@cogent.demon.co.uk 
Tel: 01792 585444 
Fax: 01792 588191 
www.cogent.demon.co.uk 


r 


= sr Stock Seats oe 


" Coach Seat 


ISRI 6800/337 Ais Fast Despatch el 


Alpha M1/M2 Semi Highback Single, 


Double and Triple Seats 


425mm cushion, 280mm high pedestals 
Integral lap and diagonal seat belt 
Available in the following trims from stock 
Grey Vinyl - Ford Stylise - VWW New Inca 
Mercedes New Vito - Mercedes New Sprinter (Santos) 
The above seats are also available with various accessories:- 
Trimmed Head Rests - Open Head Rests 
All Age Seat Belts - Adjustable Arm Rests 


We also offer the above seats plus single, double and triple high 
backs, tip ups and taxi tip ups in all trims Vinyl - Cloth - Ambla 
- Moquette - Cord - Again all available with various accessories 
Bus Seat i AVAILABLE ON A 7-14 DAY DELIVERY 


ISRI 6500/517 - Call Phillip Gazey 


For great prices on the above stock seats, or any other seat 
in our range plus our new SPACE tip and fold (space saver) 
Catalogue/CD available on request 


07795 632155 - 01455 851425 
Fax: 01455 851934 
www.alphaseating.com 


Alpha Seating Limited 


Unit 7 Konfedence Works, Arthur Street, Barwell, Leics LE9 8GZ 


Dur standard deliver 


Universal Minibus Seat 
ISRI 1000/510 


ISRINGHAUSEN 


Mechanical and air suspension 
seats available from stock. 


Units 19-20, A Tech Court, Lancaster Fields, Crewe Gates Industrial Estate, 
Crewe, Cheshire CW1 6FF - Telephone: 01270 257417 - Fax: 01270 253927 
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TEK SEATING LTD 


for all your seating needs 


414 MECHANICAL 
AIR 714 
AVAILABLE 


KAB AIR 
559ACS 


We have the largest 
stock and the 
biggest range of 
vehicle seats in the UK 


We will not be beaten on price! 
www.tekseating.co.uk 


Kent 
Tel: 01892 515028 
Fax: 01892 529751 


Leicestershire 
Tel: 01664 480689 
Fax: 01664 480952 


CMe 4 


l=! DUOFLEX LTD |} 


Coach and Bus Re-Trims 
A complete refurbishment 
from floor to ceiling 
All services done at 
sensible, competitive prices 


NORBURY 
BLINDS LTD 


(owners of T. Norbury & Co. Ltd) 
“Norburys” - Quality printers of 
f destination blinds and vehicle 


Tel: 0121 359 4311 
Fax: 0121 359 6388 


“We care where 
you’re going” 


AUDIO/VISUAL 
CCTV 


Tel: Steve or Damien on Brackley 
(01280) 701366 South Northants 


E-mail: sales@duoflex.co.uk 


Website: www.duoflex.co.uk 
| All Major Credit Cards Accepted | a 


Microphone Systems 


Hand Held range 
Hands Free range with seat, 
dash or bulk head control 
modules 
Cable H/PH modules. 


BLACKPOOL TRIM SHOPS LTD 


», A 
So x 
Ureise® 


graphics to the transport industry 


BABLY TE 4E BEST TRIMMERS IN th NORTH WEST 
FOR A SPEEDIER TURN-AROUND 
WHERE QUAL ITY COU NTS 
ANY ORL 


FOR ALL YOu R ARE TRI M 


FCAV , C, 


Family Business - Established 30 years 
CALL BOB FOR SAMPLES 
PRICES AND AVAILABILITY 
Tel: 01253 766762 Fax: 01253 798443 
Email: sales@blackpooltrimshops.co.uk 


Fax: 01594 564556 


info @fcav.co.uk 
www.fcav.co.uk 


Berm Rearscope Lenses 
www.bermuk.com 


Tel: 01594 564552 


To advertise in Business Trader call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


RE-TRIMS 


Duoftlex 
Limited 


Coach and Bus 
Re-Trims 


A COMPLETE REFURBISHMENT 
FROM FLOOR TO CEILING 
All services done at sensible, competitive prices 
Telephone Steve or Damien on 
(01280) 701366 


Trimingham House, Shires Road, 
Buckingham Road 
Ind. Est., Brackley, Northants, NN13 7EZ 
Email: sales@duoflex.co.uk 
Website: www. duoflex.co.uk 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Hot Drinks 


12vdc & 24vdc 
Compact hot drinks 
machines, 6 litre 
capacity, fast heat up 


times, uses the 
Drinkmaster range of 
drinks. Transvend also 
supply the complete 
J Jason range of machines 
www.transvend.co.uk 


Transvend Ltd Tel 01438 743838 


ANT syYSsTEMs Ltd 


STAR BUY FOR ANY OPERATOR 
WHO WANTS TO RECORD 
VANDALISM AND UNSOCIABLE 
BEHAVIOUR ON SCHOOL OR 
SERVICE BUSES 


24hr SURVEILLANCE RECORDER 
WITH COLOUR CAMERA 


NEED A CCTV SYSTEM? 


Se on £110 if 


_ 4VATANDCARR- 


ie" 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS, CONTACT 
AVT Ltd ON 01789-400357 
OR info@avtsystems.co.uk 


HURRY, ONLY WHILE 
STOCKS LAST 
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To advertise in Business Trader call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


TRANSMISSIONS 


H) HINDLE TRANSMISSIONS 


Automatic Transmission Specialists. 


ALLISON . ZF /V 


@ Free national delivery and collection 


- @ Service esekanga 77 Ss 
¥ 


@ National Coverage 


ae ‘Hindle Tran ’ ra te) i, ig 


Soyer 


wee 


In an uncertain world it’s good to know there is someone you can trust 


The Transmission Specialists 


Kismet Mobile 


Column Lifts 


AA 
FPEPIIEILS 


22 TONNE CAPACITY, SELF 


LUBRICATING, SELF LEVELING 


£6,995.00 pus vat 


OR £42.00 PER WEEK S.T.S. 


0151 609 1007 


DIPSTOPS 


DIPSTSP 


KEEPING YOUR FUEL SAFE 


@ Ever been dipped? 

@ Lost Thousands of Pounds worth 
of Fuel? 

@ Fuel Returns don’t relate to 
Journey? 

@ This product is designed by JBL 
to help prevent syphoning of 
the diesel, and trash being put 
into the tank 


@ Made from stainless steel which 
is robust and able to withstand 
impact also it is visually seen 
which helps deter theft 

@ The Dipstop is easily fitted to suit Volvo type and 
similar style filler necks 

@ The slots in the barrel allow air to pass through whilst 
fueling 


CONTACT JBL ENGINEERING 


Sunnyside, Edgebolton, Shawbury, Shropshire SY4 4EL 


Phone: 01939 251351 


Fax: 01939 251051 - Mobile: 07831 332913 
Email: info@dipstop.co.uk - www.dipstop.co.uk 


BRAKE TESTER USERS 


New e Secondhand e Reconditioned 
Full state of the art electronic upgrades for: 
Crypton and H&H commercial Brake Testers 
Computers based c/w VOSA data base. 
BRAKE TESTER ROLLER RESURFACING 
The UK’s Leading Independant Brake Tester Specialists 
Auto Workshop Equipment Services Ltd 


Telephone: 08452 30 25 30 www.braketester.co.uk 
Fax: 08452 30 25 31 enquiries@braketester.co.uk 


Workshop PITS 


We manufacture 
Galvanised Steel Workshop Pits 
For service, maintenance and HGV/PSV MOT test lanes. 


Buy ex-works for your own builder to install, or go for our 
complete installation package. Our PITS are durable and cost effective. 
ISO 9001-2000 certified we provide a range of quality workshop 
installation services; compressed air; lube dispensing; lighting & 
electrical; ground works; exhaust extraction, and major workshop 
equipment. You won’t need another contractor. 

Contact: Adam Schapiro on 0117 955 1800 
Email: sales@hammersmith-engineering.co.uk 


ia z 
By harmesmay 


www.hammersmith-engineering.co.uk 
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To advertise in Business Trader call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


Terence Barker Tanks 
Manufacture Bunded Fuel Tanks 


For Installation, Sale or Hire 
Built to Environment Agency Specification 


Tel: 01376 330661 


LET CENTAUR FUEL 
MANAGEMENT LTD LOOK AFTER 
ALL YOUR LIQUID ASSETS 


For a full range of fuel monitoring equipment, 
fuel pumps, tanks and ancillaries 


www.terencebarkertanks.co.uk 


Also available: Bowsers, 
Transfueltanks, Pumps, 
Fuel Management 
Systems, Service 
Contracts, Installations, 
Decommissioning 

& More 


© UK Manufacturers 
© Quick Deliveries 


Contact Centaur on: 
Tel: 0161 793 6323 
Fax: 0161 794 8031 

www.centauronline.co.uk 


© To suit all types of OrnUT 
vehicle 


© Competitive prices 


2 Lyon Close 

Woburn Road Ind Estate 
Kempston 

Beds MK42 7SB 


Tel: 01234 843979 
Fax: 01234 843916 


Centaur Fuel Management Ltd, 
Centaur House, 

232b Chorley Road 

Swinton, Manchester M27 6UN 


For Further Information & 
Technical Assistance Contact 


TRANSMISSIONS 


@ Powertrain 
01902 366000 


¢ Local Support * Genuine ZF Parts 


We can quote for Multi-Vehicle Fleets 
and Single Vehicle Policies 


¢ Bespoke Insurance Solutions 
Pay by Instalments © 24-hour Helpline 
© Windscreens/Glass Cover Available 
Foreign Travel Cover Available 


¢ Repairs to ZF Standard « Technical Hotline 
¢ Local Service Exchange Units 


Please contact your broker for further details 
Amlin House, Parkway, Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 OUR 


Coach & Minibus Motor Insurance REGISTRATIONS 


Speedy Registrations Co. Lid s& 


‘Buy with confidence - CNDA Member’ 
All at £89 - Discount on two or more 


When it comes to insurance we 
STAND OUT from the rest 


@ Swift, Professional Advice 


@ Experienced, Friendly Staff 
» @ Quality Claims Service 


@ Exclusive Rates and Covers 
@ Rarely Beaten on Price 


For the best coach and 
ay minibus insurance phone 


0113 244 8686 
@ 


Crown House, Armley Road, Leeds LS12 2EJ. 
Tel: 0113 244 8686 Fax: 0113 243 8668 
coaches@gauntletgroup.com Web: gauntletgroup.com 
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HZ 9330 
HZ 9331 
HZ 9332 
Z 2267 
Z 2268 
Z 7691 
Z 7692 


Z 7693 
JZ 5996 


Millwood, Lisbellaw, Co. Fermanagh, N. Ireland BT94 5HQ 
Tel: (028) 6638 7124 - www.speedyreg.co.uk - sales@speedyreg.co.uk 


GJZ 5997 
GJZ 5998 
GJZ 9472 
GJZ 9473 
GJZ 9474 
HKZ 9109 
LKZ 9194 
LKZ 9195 
LKZ 9196 


LKZ 9314 
KZ 1834 
KZ 3390 
KZ 3431 
KZ 3432 
KZ 4483 
KZ 4484 
LZ 5951 
LZ 5952 


U 
U 


9823 
9824 


LZ 1710 
Z 1711 


6771 
6772 
6773 
7640 
7641 


NUI 7642 
NUI 7643 
WCZ 2118 
WCZ 2119 
XCZ 4151 
XCZ 4152 
XCZ 4153 
XIL 6557 
XIL 6558 


To advertise in Business Trader call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


Customer Service Managers 


Mobile Technicians 


Your Complete 


Aftersales Service 
for the Bus & Coach Industry 


At Unitec our priority is getting and keeping your vehicles on the 


road... whatever make, whatever model we're here to help you. 


Mechanical Repairs. 


Accident Repairs and Bodywork. 


Technical Services 


Parts Supply 
London Service Centre 
Rotherham Service Centre 


Warranties 


Technical Training. 

Tachograph Calibration and Overhaul. 
Mechanical Overhaul. 

Refurbishment. 

Fully Equipped Vans to Attend On-site Repairs. 
Contract Maintenance. 

Servicing, Maintenance. 

MOT Preparation and Testing. 

Collection and Delivery Service. 


Running Repairs. 


Unitec Leeds: 0113 264 5182 Unitec Rotherham: 01709 535101 Unitec London: 01708 892440 


Unitec is a division of the Optare Group 


HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL BUILDINGS 


@ Bus workshop # Secure storage 
@ Supplied any width, any length 
@ Building to BS5590 @ Doors high enough 
for double deckers @ Finance available 
For further information phone 


Blueline Buildings 
01709 578333 anytime 


CRAIG TILSLEY 


Suppliers of Reconditioned 


DAF 
MAN - Volvo 
Scania - Gardner 
Leyland - Cummins Engines 
- Cylinder Heads 
Crankshafts - Camshafts 

F : Pumps 
elephone 


01782 791524 etc 
01782 791527 
Fax: 01782 791316 


Moorfield: , 
Est, Cotes Heath, 
Stoke-on-Trent 


112 6OY 


Water pumps - slack adjusters 
compressors - air brake valves 


BLUES 


TRANSMISSIONS 
Dart -Allison AT545 from £850 
Olympian - Hydra from £1450 
Atlantean - Pneumo from £625 
01384 455330 


DITTON SERVICE 
STATION LTD 


BEDFORD 


Ring Graham or Brian 
for further details 
Phone: 0845 1658103 Parts Department 
or Fax: (01732) 844920 


MERCEDES 


SPARES 
609D, 709D, 811D 


All parts cleaned, on the shelf, 
Next day delivery nationwide 
www.mercedesmagic.co.uk 


TEL: NEXT BUS LTD 
01249 462 462 


Ee | 24 HOUR @) 


SPAT 
Auto transmission parts 
& remanufactured 
torque converters... 


Overhaul kits, frictions, steels, filters 
and hard parts for Allison AT 540, 
MT 640 + World Series 


ae) 
KZE) 


CAR PARTS 
CENTRE 


JP (Automatic Transmissions) Ltd 
i ). + J 


We Repair or Replace 


VISCOFANS i> Lie 


For all your coach and bus 
heating equipment and general 


FOR TRUCKS hose products including motors, 
AND BUSES radiators, fans, elbows, ducting 
— ; : and complete heaters 
an een Also bodywork accessories 
pre elivery . 
Y > Collection Telephone: 


01925 657555 
Fax: 01925 657556 


View our catalogue on our website 
www.THHS.co.uk 


Most Credit Cards Accepted 
Technical Services (UK) Ltd 
Tel: 01274 637851 - Fax: 01274 637852 

www.viscofans.com 


WRIGHT TRAINING 
SERVICES LTD 


Get your Dennis parts from the 
company who really knows 
Dennis buses 
BUS AND COACH PARTS 


NATIONAL and INTERNATIONAL 
Attendance courses held at Thurrock, Essex. 
Homestudy Courses also available 


Tel: 01708 867564 


Fax: 01708 867864 
www.wright-training.com 
info@wright-training.com 
Wright Training Services Ltd Truck World, West Thurrock, Essex 


Nationwide Delivery 
Call us on 0141 339 0555 
or go on-line 
www.busandcoachparts.co.uk 
Friendly service with great prices 


THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL 


DART HEADER TANKS 
£120.00 


Call Jovon01952,204920 
toybook«this space 
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SS WALKER RICHMOND GARAGE 
24Hr Recovery for Coach and Buses, 
Secured Storage, Tel 01224 732568 
Mobile 07831 841024, Brighton 
Place, Peterculter, Aberdeen, AB14 
OUP 


STATHAM MOTOR’ ENGINEERS 
LTD 24 hour Roadside Assistance 
& Recovery for Buses & Coaches 
by trained technicians with modern 
vehicles. Full workshop repairs & 
servicing. Low loader service available. 
Tel: 07770 861190 24 hours. Fax/Tel: 
01582 849403. Commercial Yard, 
Watling Street, Beds LU6 3QP. 


N D SERVICES 24 hour Breakdown 
& Recovery for buses, coaches and 
all commercial vehicles. Workshop, 
repairs & storage facilities. Tel: 01672 
541498, Mile End, Wantage Road, 
Lanbourn, Newbury, Berks RG17 8UF 
www.nd-services.co.uk 


COWAN MOTOR GROUP 24 hour 
Recovery for coaches and buses, secured 
storage, Tel: 01908 589312, PO Box 
600, Newport Pagnall, Buckinhgamshire 
MK16 8YR 


MANCHETTS RECOVERY 24Hr 
Recovery for Coach and Buses, Secured 
Storage, Tel 01638 742987, Broard 
Road, Burwell, CB5 OBQ 


A MORREY TRANSPORT LTD 24Hr 
Recovery for Coach and Buses, Secured 
Storage, Tel 01244 335723, The Old 
Station, Saighton Lane, Waverton, 
Cheshire, CH3 7PA 


HOWLEY QUAY MOTORS 24 Hour 
Recovery for Coaches & Buses, 


workshop, storage. Tel: 01925 268899. 
Unit 4 Stretton Distribution Centre, 
Grappenhall Lane, Thorne, Warrington, 
Cheshire WA4 4Q 


FURNESS CARS & COMMERCIALS 
LTD 24 hour Recovery for coaches and 
buses. Day 01229 465549. Evening 
01229 465549. Paradise, Askam in 
Furness, Cumbria LA16 7HA. 


CAWSEY COMMERCIALS LIMITED 
24Hr Recovery for Coaches and Buses, 
Secured Storage,Tel 01566 772805 


BOLEYN RECOVERY & SERVICE 
STATION 24Hr Recovery for Coach 


and Buses, Secured Storage, 
Tel 0208 5945637, 77-78 
River Road, Boleyn Commercial 
Park, Barking, Essex IG11 ODS 


ON TIME FLEET ASSISTANCE 24 hour 
Breakdown & Recovery for Coaches 
and Buses, storage facilities. Tel: 0870 
442 9999 Fax: 0870 442 9999. 
Cranes Close, Basildon, Essex SS14 
3JB. Email: fleetassistance@ontime- 
recovery.com 


STATHAM MOTOR ENGINEERS LTD 24 
hour Roadside Assistance & Recovery for 
Buses & Coaches by trained technicians 


ENFIELD 
| RECOVERY SERVICES LTD 
24 HOUR LIGHT & HEAVY RECOVERY 


@ 24 Hour Service 
@ Roadside Assistance 
@ Coach Recovery 

@ Off Road Recovery 
@ Accident Recovery 


@ Special Services For Motorcycles, 
Cars, Light Goods Vehicles And Heavy 


Commercials To 44 Tons 


SERVICES THROUGHOUT 
MID WALES AND NORTH SHROPSHIRE 


Rhos Common 
Llanymynech 
Powys 

SY22 6RN 


Units A & C 
Lynchford Works 
Four Crosses 
Llanmynech 


Wharf Road 
Ellesmere 
Shropshire 
SY12 0EL 


Tel 01691 830653 
Fax 01691 831610 


600 Lascamecodclh 


|1S0. 9002 | INAS 


| mearsrenen commun | 


with modern vehicles. Full workshop 
repairs & servicing. Low loader service 
available. Tel: 07770 861190 24 
hours. Fax/Tel: 01582 391900. 
Redbourne, Herts AL3 7DR 


LANTERN RECOVERY SPECIALISTS 
PLC, Caxton Hill, Ware Rd, Hertford, 
SG13. 24/7 service 0870 60 90 333. 
Roadside Breakdown, Rescue and 
Recovery for ALL types of vehicles. 
Nationwide and European coverage + 
agents network. Plant transportation. 
Grab Hire service. Car, Van and 
Commercial Vehicle Hire. FULL CALL 
HANDLING SERVICE. Secure parking 
and storage. www.lrs.uk.com 


ECLIPSE RECOVERY SERVICES LTD, 
The Warren, Ratling Road, Canterbury, 
CT3 38D. European Recovery 
Specialists. Depots at Canterbury & 
Dover. Tel: 01304 840084. Email: 
eclipse.recovery@btinternet.com 


TEARS RECOVERY 

24Hr Recovery for Coach and Buses, 
Secured Storage, Tel 01775 840452 
Stumps Lane, Spalding, PE12 6AT 


TOURMASTER RECOVERY We can 
provide a complete package for your 
breakdown needs. 24 hour roadside 
breakdown & recovery for all types 
of vehicles plus a replacement coach 
available with orr without a driver. We 


24hr 


response centre 


01638 
742987 


OS pebies ean! ye. 
e- 


MANCHENTS HECOWERY *) +) 


Renae EAS Sel ee 


are very close to both the Al/A17. Tel 
01733 211497 / 07702 287767 


TEARS RECOVERY 24Hr Recovery for 
Coach and Buses, Secured Storage, Tel 
01406 350218, Fresian Way, Kings 
Lynn, Norfolk PE3O 4JQ 


KARDOS RECOVERY SERVICES 24Hr 
Recovery for Coach and Buses, Secured 
Storage, Tel 01865 883130 9-13 
Oakfield Ind. Est., Eynsham, Oxford 
OX29 4TH 


WG LANE & SON 24Hr Recovery for 
Coach and Buses, Secured Storage, 
Tel 01873 852126 Forge Garage, 
Llanvetherine, Abergavenny, Gwent 
NP7 8NL 


HAMMOND RECOVERY SERVICE 24Hr 
Recovery for Coach and Buses, Secured 
Storage, Tel 01986 834815, Norwich 
Road, Halesworth, IP19 3BU 


RS RECOVERY LTD 24Hr Recovery for 
Coach and Buses, Secured Storage, Tel 
0121 5222076, Coneygree Industrial 
Estate, Birmingham New Road, Tipton, 
West Midlands, DY4 8XP 


LANTERN RECOVERY SPECIALISTS 
Pic. 24/7 Nationawid and European 
roadside breakdown, Rescue and 
Recovery service for ALL types of 
vehicles. Storage and workshop facilities 
available nationwide. One call does it all 
- 0870 60 90 333. www.lrs.uk.com 


Auto Mechanical Rescue & Repair 


STAFFORD PARK 6- 


TELFORD - 


SHROPSHIRE TF3 3AT 


24 Hour Recovery 
Light & Commercial transportation 


WORKSHOP - BODY - GARAGE 


Dragon House, Coaster Place, Rover Way, Cardiff CF10 4XZ 


Control Room: 029 20 448999 Fax: 029 20 448990 


* WE ARE OXFORDSHIRE’S PREMIER 
RECOVERY COMPANY 


e CAR, COACH, MEDIUM AND HEAVY 
VEHICLE RECOVERY 


* SPECIALIST OFF ROAD RECOVERY, HIAB 
& AIRBAGS 


e WORKSHOP, COMMERCIAL BRAKE 
TESTER & CLASS 4, 5, 7 MOTS 


P , K ARDOS ° es = Les CONTROL CENTRE ON 
SERVICES R E COVE RY 9-13 OAKFIELD IND EST, EYNSHAM, WITNEY, 
— OXFORD, 0X29 4TH 


1S$09001:2000 & PAS43 Accredited (“K-K-SK-3k-3k-3K-3E- 


“WE RECOVER THE BEST’ 


R AND A RECOVERY 
205 Deeble Road, 
Kettering, Northants 


BUS AND COACH RECOVERY 
Mobile: 07710 964906 
Tel: OI536 SIO8SG7 


24HR COACH RESCUE SERVICE 


Personal Service - Professional Pride 


buzZlines 


coach operators 


ASA 
LEADING 
ESTABLISHED 
COACH OPERATOR 
WE CAN PROVIDE 
THE HELP YOU NEED 
- WHEN YOU 
NEED IT 


01303 261870 
07767 475625 


24hr roadside assistance with engineers “on call” 
Priority access to Channel Tunnel & Dover Docks 
U.K. continental breakdown assistance & recovery 


Replacement vehicles & drivers for onward 
transportation of passengers 


Modern fully equipped workshops and stores 
Vehicle inspections, servicing & repairs undertaken 


Fleet of over 50 new air conditioned vehicles 
including double deck coaches 


Unit G1, Lympne Industrial Park, 
Nr. Hythe, Kent CT21 4LR | sales@buzzlines.co.uk 
www.buzzlines.co.uk | Fax 01303 230093 
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To advertise in Business Trader call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


Headquartered in Halifax since 1822 


John Holdsworth & Co Ltd 
The creators and makers of moquette to the global 
transport industry needs an extra and excellent: 


SALES MANAGER 


for UK and overseas responsibility 
You must maintain our growth strategy by excellent cus- 
tomer care, marketing and selling innovation. You must 
be self-motivated and a team player developing total busi- 
ness solutions. 
Your personal development, standards and work, must 
also reflect excellence and innovation. 

Our environment offers a superb challenge and opportu- 
nity to develop in a company committed to excellence and 
equal opportunities. We welcome applications from all 
sections of the community. 

The successful candidate will have successfully sold 
components to the transport industry and be familiar with 
its intricacies. Knowledge of flexible materials and one or 
more foreign languages will be an advantage. 
Closing date for applications is 17th December 2004. 


Please apply in writing to the Personnel Director for a job 
description and application form. 
John Holdsworth & Co. Ltd., Shaw Lodge 
Mills, Halifax, West Yorkshire HX3 9ET 
Tel: 01422 433000 Fax: 01422 433300 
e-mail: info@holdsworth.co.uk 
website: www.holdsworth.co.uk 


PACET 


VENTFAN 


Low profile 
constant ventilation 
when stationary or 
moving, eliminates 

condensation and 
odour at the touch 
of a switch 


PROFESSIONAL 


www.busandcoach.com 


RADER 


01952 204920 


Business Trader % Vehicle trader 
offer a unique coverage. 


Place your products on the desk of 
the industry every fortnight 
CALL JO ON 


or email jo.taylor@busandcoach.com 


01952 204920 


Pacet Manufacturing Ltd 


Wyebridge House, Cores End Road 
Bourne End, Bucks SL8 5HH 


Tel: +44 (0)1628 526754 
Fax: +44 (0)1628 810080 


email: sales@pacet.co.uk Wwww.pacet.co.uk 


Domes White, Black, Post Office Red & Ambulance Yellow 
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hat the bus industry is full 
Te characters is something 

there can be little doubt 
about. And in a new little book, 
Characters of the Bus Industry, 
the Omnibus Society has homed 
in on 19 industry figures down 
the years. 

The book has been published 
to mark the Society’s 75th 
anniversary, and the figures cover 
that period and include such 
luminaries as Lord Ashfield and 
Frank Pick of London Transport. 

But it’s not all names from 
the distant past and many 
readers will no doubt turn 
straight to the pages of present- 
day characters. These include 
Moir Lockhead, whose “stocky 
physique contributes towards his 
reputation as the personification 
of post-privatisation macho 
management”, and Brian 
Souter, a man whom it is hard 
to visualise pursuing a career as 
staid as accountancy, but that is 
where he started out. 

Among current managers, 
Trent’s Brian King features, and 
there are also names from the 
recent past such as Geoffrey 
Hilditch, latterly of Drawlane, 
and Werner Heubeck who was 
at the helm of Ulsterbus during 
what were its most difficult 
years. 

Then there are some big names 


from transport history, such as R 
Stuart Pilcher, who managed 
Manchester Corporation’s 
transport operation from 1929 
to 1946 with considerable flair 
and an eye for marketing, even 
if the term wasn’t around at that 
time, and Donald Sinclair, who 
famously worked on innovative 
bus designs at Midland Red 
including an integral single- 
decker as long ago as 1946, and 
high-speed motorway coaches in 
1959. Sinclair was at that time 
proposing the use of coaches 
which were 13.7m long (at a 
time when the length limit was 
just 30ft) - a man truly ahead of 
his time. 

Another great innovator was 
Norman Morton, general manager 
of Sunderland Corporation 
Transport, who hit the transport 
headlines in the 1960s when 
he unveiled a visionary plan to 
convert the town’s entire bus 
network to high-capacity one- 
man-operated single-deckers 
with a flat fare, payable by token. 
It was an ambitious scheme, and 
was not an unqualified success. 
Morton resigned in what seems 
to have been a messy political 
battle. 

One unexpected name _ is 
Charles W Baroth who merits 
inclusion on the strength of his 
performance in reviving Salford’s 


Subscribe now to Bus and Coach 
Professional magazine and receive a 
copy of CHARACTERS OF THE BUS 
INDUSTRY absolutely free, delivered 

in time for Christmas. If you are already 


ailing municipal bus fleet just 
after World War Il. Municipal 
bus managers are sometimes 
characterised as staid or 
unimaginative but Baroth — and 
others in this book — show a 
remarkable grasp of concepts like 
branding and promotion at a time 
when such ideas were alien to an 
industry enjoying either growth 
or, at least, stability. Baroth 
introduced a new look for 
the Salford bus fleet — and 
also replaced most of its 
buses in just three years. 

This is a nice little 
book, with the chapters 
on the 19 characters 
written by a range of 
different authors each 
bringing their own 
insights. 

It costs £6.95 and 
can be obtained, 
post free, from The 
Omnibus Society, 
5 Hallcroft Close, 
Ratho, Newbridge, 
Midlothian EH28 
8SD - or you 
can get a free 
copy in time for 
Christmas by 
taking advantage 
of our special 
subscription offer 
below. 
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a subscriber you can also TAKE 
ADVANTAGE of the offer by extending your 
subscription for a further 12 months. Or why 
not treat a colleague to a subscription and 
get the book as a FREE stocking filler? 


Remember, your subscription to Bus and Coach Professional also includes a FREE copy of the monthly Coach Tourism Professional and two handy yearbooks. 


Yes, | want to subscribe to Bus and Coach Professional - Please 


renew/extend my subscription for an additional 12 months. 


Annual subscription 


_ lenclose a cheque made payable to Plum Publishing 


Limited for £ 
__ Please debit my Visa/Access/Switch card 


Card number 


Expiry date | | Issue No: 
(Switch card) 


Signed 


Toc Tn 


Mr/Ms/Mrs* First Name 
Surname 

Job title _ 

Company __ 


Address 


Take advantage of this 
Special Offer. Fill in the 
coupon below, visit 
www.busandcoach.com 
or phone our subscription 


Date 


department on 


RETURN BY POST TO BOOK YOUR REGULAR COPY. Tel - = 


Bus And Coach Professional 


Plum Publishing Limited - Suite 1 - Cornerstone House 


Stafford Park 13 - TELFORD TF3 3AZ 
Tel: 01952 204920 - Fax: 01952 204929 
OFFICE USE: 


E Mail —__—__— 


Post Code 


— Fax — 


Address to deliver to if different from above 


— 01992 


- DATE AC 


Postcode —aa 


204920 


hus wocoach PROFESSIONAL = 


On the road to a safe and secure future. Mercedes-Benz Buses and Coaches. 


CITARO 


Makes your money go a long, long way 


> At a time when demands for value 
and quality are greater than ever, it comes 
as no surprise that the Mercedes Benz 
Citaro continues to outperform its rivals. 
From the stylish exterior to the efficient Euro 
lil Engine, europe’s favourite single deck 
citybus offers everything you would expect 
from one of the World’s premier brands. 
Exceptional service 


reliability and long 


intervals ensure the Citaro spends more 
time in service - not in for service - a huge 
financial benefit, regardless of your fleet size! 
In addition, high resale values give you the 
confidence to purchase a new Mercedes 
Benz Citaro as an investment that is quickly 
realised. 

“The Citaro represented the best saving we’ve 


ever made! We would look no further than the 


Citaro as we continue to strengthen our fleet” 
Mr P. Worth, Director, Worth’s Motor 
Services Limited. 

Contact EvoBus on 02476 626000 and ask for 
Kate Dodds. 


Mercedes-Benz 


EvoBus (UK) Ltd, Ashcroft Way, Cross Point Business Park, Coventry CV2 2TU 


www.evobus.co.uk 


OO 


